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Child Support and Alimony: 1985 (Supplemental Report)

Note: (Advance data on child support, alimony, and
property settlements were issued in August 1987 in
Current Population Reports, Series P-23, No. 152.) The
child support, alimony, and property settlement data as
well as data on income and poverty status presented in
this report, from the 1986 Current Population Survey
(CPS), are the first estimates based entirely on house-
holds selected from the 1980 census-based sample
design. By contrast, the data from the 1984 CPS,
presented in P-23, No. 148, were based entirely on
households selected from the 1970 census-based sam-
ple design. The change in the sample design and its
possible effects on the estimates should be kept in mind
when comparing the data from this report to data from
previous years. For a discussion of this survey change,
see the section, "Revised Survey Procedures." For a
detailed description of the changes to tha survey between
1986 and 1984, see the section, "Changes in the April
1986 CPS Survey."

HIGHLIGHTS

As of spring 19c..., 8.8 (±0.4) million mothers were
living with children under 21 years of age whose
fathers were not living in the household; 61 (±2.1)
percent or about 5.4 (±0.3) million of these women
were awarded or had an agreement to receive child
support payments for their children as of the survey
date. (See figure 1.)

FIGURE 1.
Award of Child Support Payments as of Spring 1986

Awarded -
and due child

support in
1985

(49.7%)

N

Awarded but
not due
payments in

- 1985
(11.5%)

Not awarded
child support
payments
(38.7%)

Base: 8.8 million women with children from absent fathers.

0

Of the 5.4 (±0.3) million women awarded child sup-
port, 4.4 (±0.3) million were supposed to receive
nild support for their children in 1905. (The remaining

mothers awarded payments were not due them in
1985.) Of those due payment, about half received the
full amount they were due. Of the remaining women,
there was no evidence of a difference between the
proportion receiving partial payment and those receiv-
ing no payment at all-about 26 (± 2.6) percent each.
(See figure 2.)

FIGURE 2.
Receipt of Child Support Payments Cue In 1985

Received
no amount

(26.0%)

Received
full
amount
(48.2%)

Received
partial
payment
(25.8%)

Base. 4.4 million women due child support in 1985.

Of the 5.4 (±0.3) million women with awards for their
children, 45 (±2.8) percent had health insurance
coverage inciuded as part of the award.

Of the 3.4 (±0.2) million women without child support
awards, about half (48 (±3.5) percent) wanted but
could not obtain awards for their children. (See figure
3.)

The child support award rate reported in 1986 (61
(±2.1) percent) showed a slight increase from that of
1984 (58 (±2.2) percent). Of women who were
supposed to receive child support in 1985, the pr,-
portion of women receiving payments (74 (±2.6)
percent) showed no statistically significant change
from that of the previous survey (76 (±2.8) percent).

The proportion of women awarded child support
payments in 1986 was higher for Whites (71 (±2.3)
percent) than for Blacks (36 (± 4.8) percent) o;
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FIGURE 3.
Women Not Awarded Child Support as of Spring 1986
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Base' 3 4 million women with children from absent fathers

Hispanics (42 (± 10.9) percent). (The percent differ-
ence between Black women and Hispanic women
was not statistically significant.)

Women with 4 or more years of college were more
likely to have been awarded support payments (77
(±6.2) percent) than women with 4 years of high
school (63 (±3.0) percent). Of women due child
support payments, those with a high school education
were also less likely to receive payments (74 (±3.8)
percent) than women with 4 or more years of college
(82 ( ± 7.1) percent).

The average (mean) amount of child support received
in 1985 was $2,220 (±$100). After adjusting for the
increase in consumer prices, average child support
payments showed a decrease in real terms (see table
B).

Of the 2.8 (±0.3) million women below the poverty
level with children present from an absent father in
1986, about 40 ( ±5.4) percent were awarded child
support.

Only about 905,000 (±200,000) women below the
poverty level were due payments in 1985, and 66
(±9.4) percent of these women received full or partial
payment. Their average payment amount was $1,380.

Only about 15 (±-1.0) percent of the 19.2 (±0.5)
million ever-divorced or currently separeed women
as of spring 1986 were awarded or had an agreement
to receive alimony or maintenance payments.

The average amount of alimony received bywomen in
1985 was $3,790 (±$480), not significantly different
from the 1983 figure, either before or after adjusting
for inflation (see tahle D).

In the spring of 1986, about 36 (±1.5; percent of the
16.5 (±0.5) million women who hadever been divorced
repotted receiving some corm oi property settlement
(see table E).

INTRODUCTION

There is much concern over the financial situation of
women and their children after divorce and separation
and over the situation of never-married mothers.' This
concern is in large part due to the low average incomes
and accompanying high incidence of poverty among
families with female householders and no husband
presert.2 The demand from both public and private
concerns has coespondingly continued for dataon the
er,cnomic situation of women and children after marital
dissolution and of never-married mothers.

This report presents information on both the award
and actual receipt of child support to women on behalf
of their children and on alimony for their own support.
Additional data concerning receipt and type of property
settlement following divorce is provided for ever-divorced
women.

The Bureau of the Census, under the joint sponsor-
ship with the Office of Child Support Enforcement
(OCSE), Department of Health and Human Services,
first conducted a survey specifically designed to obtain
data on child support and alimony in the spring of 1979.
The survey, with minor modifications, was conducted
again in the springs of 1982, 1984, and 1986. Detailed
data from the 1979, 1982, and 1984 surveys were
presented in Current Population Reports, Series F-23,
Nos. 112, 140, and 148, respectively.3 Findings from the
1986 survey are presented in this report; summary
statistics for the 1979, 1982, end 1984 surveys are also
presented in tables A through E of this report

RECIPIENCY OF CHILD SUPPORT, ALIMONY,
AND PROPERTY SETTLEMENTS

As of spring 1986, there were 8.8 million mothers 18
or older living with one or more children under 21 years
of age but whose fathers were not living in the house-
hold. (See table A.) About 5.4 million of the mothers (61
percent) were awarded or had agreements tc: receive

'In 1984, such concern culminated in the enactment of amend-
ments to the child support enforcement legislation. These amend-
ments, provisions of which were to take effect prior to 1988, strengthen
currently existing enforcement regulations and add new sanctions for
nonpayment of support. Sec the 'Child Support Enforcement Amend-
ments of 1984," Pith. L. No. 98-378, 98 Stat. 1305, 42 USC 6C1 et seq.
(1984).

2For example, in 1985 of families with childrenunder 18, those with
a female householder e id no husband Dr elsent had average incomes
of $13,584 with a poverty rate of 45 peicent, compared with 638,283
and 9 percent for all other families. Income figures for families can be
found in or derived from table 21 of Current Population Reports,
Senes P-60, No. 156; poverty rates in table 14 of Current Population
Reports, Series P-60, No. 158.

3For a comparison of the 1982 and 1979 surveys, and the 1904
and 1982' irveys, see Current Population Reports, Series P-23, Nos,
140 and 148, respectively, the section entitled "Changes in the
Survey."
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Table A. Award and Reclp!ency Status of Women-Child Support Payments for All Women and Women
Below the Poverty Level

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1986,1984, 1982, and 1979)

Award and recipiency status
Number (thousands) Percent distribution

1985 1983 1981 1978 1985 1983 1981 1978

ALL WOMEN

Total. .. 8,808 8,690 8,387 7,094 100 0 100 0 100 0 100.0

Awarded' .. . . 5,396 5,015 4,969 4,196 1 3 57 7 59 2 59.1

Supposed to receive payments 1,381 3,995 4,043 3,424 49 7 46 0 48 2 48 3

Not supposed to receive payments 1,015 1,020 926 772 11.5 11 7 11.0 10.9

Not awarded' . 3,411 3,675 3,417 2,898 38 7 4: 3 40 7 40.9

Supposed to receive payments 4,381 3,995 4,043 3,424 100 0 100 0 100 0 100.0

Received payments. . 3,243 3,037 2,902 2,455 74 0 76 0 71 8 71.7

Received full amount . 2,112 2,018 1,388 1,675 48 2 50 5 46 7 48.9

Received partial amount 1,131 1,019 1,014 779 25 8 25 5 25.1 22.8

Did not receive payments . 1,138 958 1,140 969 260 24 0 28.2 28.3

WOMEN BELOW THE POVERTY LEVEL

Total 2,797 2,898 2,566 1,973 100 0 100 0 100 0 100.0

Awarded' . .. ... .. .. . 1,130 1,231 1,018 752 40 4 42 5 39 7 38 1

Supposed to rece ve payments . . . . 905 916 806 596 32 4 31 6 31 4 30.2

Not supposed to receive payments.. 225 315 212 156 8 0 10 9 8.3 7.9

Not awarded' ... .. . .. . . 1,668 1,667 1 547 1,221 59.6 57 5 60.3 61.9

Supposed to receive payments . . 905 916 806 596 100.0 100 0 100.0 100.0

Received payments . .... ....... ... 595 568 495 351 65.7 62 0 61.4 58.9

Did not receive payments . .. . ...... .... 310 348 311 245 34 3 38 0 38 6 41 1

'Award status as of spnng 1986, 1984, 1982, and 1979

child support for their children. About 44 percent of
those awarded chid support had health insurance included
as part of the award. (See table F.)

Only 4.4 million of those awarded child support for
their children were supposed to receive payments in
1985. The remaining 1.0 million had been awarded child
support but were not supposed to receive payments in
1985 for a variety of reasons, such as awarding of
payments after the 1985 income year, death of a
previous spouse, or presence of children past the age of
eligibility for payments.4

A substantial portion of the 8.8 million women with
children from an absent fatner were never awarded
support payments for their children. That is, 3.4 million
mothers were totally dependent ior the support of their
children on sources other than the children's father.
Only 37 percent of mothers without awards reported
they did not want child support for their children. (See
table G.)

Many of the women who were awarded child support
payments did not receive the full amount that they were
due. Of the 4.4 million women awarded and due ct" ild
support payments in 1985, 74 percent received some
amount of payment, showing no significant change from

'Data Of i the reason that women were not due payments in tl
previous income year are not available for this or previous surveys
However, the data will be avagable in subsequent reports, beginning
with the report presenting findidgs from the April 1983 survey.

1 0

the 1983 rate. Mothers were more likely to actually
receive payments for their children when health insur-
ance was also included in the award (83 percent) than
when it was not (66 percent). (See table 1.) For those
women who received payments irregularly or not at all,
the main reason reported was the refusal of the father to
pay. (See table 4.)

The severity of the deficit in payment of child support
can best be demonstrated by observing the situation of
all women with children present from absent fathers
who either wanted or were due child support. There
were about 1.7 million mothers as of the survey date
without awards who wanted but did not receive child
support for their children (excluding those women who
either did not want payments, who had joint custody, or
who accepted a property settlement instead). For 329,000
womei., awards were pending. Another 1.1 million moth-
ers did no receive payments, even though they were
awarded and due child support in 1985. Combining the
above groups, there were 6.4 million mothers either
wanting or due child support payments for their children
in 1985, with only 51 percent of them actually reccAring
any amount of payment. (See figure 4.)

Of the women who did receive child support for their
children in 1985, the mean amount of payment was
$2,220, about 15 percent of their average total money
incoi, 3. The corresponding average in 1983 was $2,340.
After adjusting for inflation over the period from 1983,



FIGURE 4.
Women Wanting or Due Child Support In 1985

Child support
award pending

(5.2%) Wanted but
could not

Did not receive obtain child
payments due

in 1985
support
(26.0%)

(17.9%)
Received
child
support in
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(51.0%;

Base: 6.4 million women wanting or dui payments in 1985.

the 198i average child support payment decreased by
12 percent. (See table B.) Concurrently, the average
income of men actually increased by 5 percent, from
$19,630 in 1983 (adjusted for inflation) to $20,65C in
1985.5

In general, women who received support payments
for their children tended to be better - if financially than
women who did not receive payments. On average, the
total money income of women due payments but not
receiving them ($10,840) was below the mean income
of women receiving payments ($14,780). (See figure 5.)
The mean income for women not awarded payments
($8,000) was lower than the average income of those

5lncome figures for males can be found in table 30 of Current
Population Reports, Series P-80, No. 156. Information on ii -*me of
absent fathers was not available from the survey. If mean income of
all males is used as a proxy br mean incomes of agent fathers, for
a meaningful compreison to be made, it must be assumed that the
average income of all males was also representative of the average
income of absent fathers.

Table B. Mean Child Support Payments Received, by Selected Characteristics of Women
(In constant 1985 dollars)

Charactc Tistic Moan child support payment Percent
change,

1985 1983 1981 1979 1983-85
Total

$2,215 $2,528 $2,491 $2,986 ' -12.4
CURRENT MARITAL STATUS'

Married'
1,966 2,337 2,258 2,842 '-15.9Divorced
2,538 2,890 2,8213 3,217 -5.7Separated
2,682 2,896 2,808 3,143 ' -28.1Never married
1,147 1,222 1,201 1,609 -6.1

RACE AND HISPANIC ORIGIN

White
2,294 2,672 2,579 3,069 *-14,1Black ............ ...
1,734 1,582 1,940 2,134 15.9Hispanic3
2,011 1,986 2,448 1,173 1,3

AGE

16 to 29 years
1,487 1,880 1,754 2.119 *-21.130 to .,9 years
2,307 2,544 2,839 5,095 -5.840 years and over
2,552 3,205 2,938 3,687 ' -20.4

YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED

Less than 12 years
1,835 1,857 1,984 2,478 10.7High school: 4 years
2,040 2,331 2,258 2,744 *-12.5College: 1 to 3 years
2,447 2,518 2,731 5,445 -2.84 years or mare
2,978 4,446 3,654 4,244 ' -33.0

NUMBER OF OWN CHILDREN PRESENT FROM AN ASSENT
FATHER

One child
1,879 1,921 1,911 2,124 *-12.8Two children
2,597 3,004 2,711 3,290 ' -13.5Three children
2,800 3,178 3,308 4,168 -11.9Four ..411Idren or more
3,739 4,001 3./21 4,538 -F.5

'Significant at 10-percent.
'Excludes a small number of currently wicowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce2Remarri0d women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
'Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race. 11



5

Mean
total
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FIGURE 5.
Mean Income of Women with Children Under 21 Years of Age
Present From Absent Fathers: 1985
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,

3,243,000 1,138,000

Number of women

' Excludes a small number of women who were awarded payments but were not supposed to receive them in 1985

3,411,000

who were due payments, whether or not the payments
were actually received, and was also lower than the
average income of all women over the age of 18.8

In addition, the economic situation of women due
child support varied greatly by the type of family in which
she lived. Of the 4.4 million families with women due
child support, 2.7 million (or 63 percent) were families
with female householders and no husband present.
Families with female householders had much tower
average incomes than other families, whether or not
child support was received. (See table 5.) When child
support was received, their total income averaged $18,510,

°See Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 156, table 33.

compared with $41,460 for all other families. If child
support due was not received, the average income for
families with female householders was only $15,120,
compared with $38,290 for all other families. There is no
statistical difference in the total mean incomes for all
other families whether or not child support was received.

Very few of the women eligible for alimony or main-
tenance payments were awarded them, and those
receiving payments were likely to be better off finan-
cially than those who did not. There were 19.2 million
ever-divorced or currently separated women as of spring
1986. Only about 2.8 million, or 15 percent, were
awarded (or had an agreement to receive) alimony or
maintenance payments; the remaining 85 percent were
never awarded payments. (See table C.) About 840,000

i 2
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Table C. Award and Recipiency Status of Women- Alimony Payments
(Ever-rivorced and currently separated women as of spnng 1986, 1984, 1982, and 1979)

Award and reciptency stet's
Number (thousands) Percent d stribution

1985 1983 1981 1978 1985 1983 1981 1978

Total 19,156 17,392 16,996 14,334 100 0 100.0 100 0 100 0

Awarded' . ... .. . ... ..... 2,303 2,416 2,534 2,052 14.6 13.9 149 143
Supposed to receive paymo 840 791 782 760 4.4 1, 5 4.6 5.3
Not supposed to receive payr. is 1,963 1,625 1,752 1,292 102 9.3 103 90

Not awarded' 16,354 14,976 14,462 12,282 85.4 86.1 85.1 85 7

Supposed to receive payments 840 791 /82 760 100.0 100 0 100.0 100.0
Rem ved p -,ments 616 608 527 528 73 3 76 9 67.4 69.5
Did not receive payments 225 183 255 232 26 8 23.1 32 6 30.5

'Award status as of spnng 1986, 1984, 1982, and 1979.

women awarded payments were supposed to receive
alimony payments in 1985. ,-bout 73 percent received
some amount of payment in 1985, showing no signifi-
cant change from the rdcipiency rate in 1983.

The average alimony or maintenE . 3 payment for
women recipients in 1985 was $3,730, or 21 percent of
their average total money income ($17,780). (See figure
8.) After adjusting for inflation, there was no significant
change from the 1983 figure. (See table D.) As can be
seen from fig' 7 8, the mean total money income for

women receiving alimony payments ($17,780) was higher
than that of women due payments but not receiving
them ($11,260). The average income of women not
awarded payments was $11,740 in 1985. There is no
significant difference between the mean incomes of
worm. n not awarded payments and those awarded and
not re( iving payment.

Table D. Mean Alimony Payments Received, by Selected Characteristics of Women
(In constant 1985 dollars)

Charactenstic
Mean alimony payments Percent

change,
1983-851985 1983 1981 1978

Total .. $3,733 $4,293 $3,548 $4,701 -13.0
CURRENT MARITAL STATUS

Divorced .... . 3,975 4,805 3,556 5,214 -17.3
Separated ..... .... . . 3,083 3,491 3,893 3,837 -11.7

RACE AND HISPANIC ORIGIN

White 3,858 4,634 3,596 5,01A *-16.7
Black .. .. ... (B) (B) (B) (B) (X)
Hispanic' ... . (B) (B) (B) (B) (X)

AGE

18 to 29 years .. .... . . (B) (B) (B) 2,020 (X)
30 to 39 years 3,200 2,653 2,901 4,259 20 6
40 years and over.... . . .... 4,365 5,757 4,295 5,895 *-24 2

YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED

Less than 12 years ... .. .. . . .. 3,574 (B) 2,063 2,922 (X)
: ligh school: 4 years... ... 2,588 3,255 2,819 3,750 -20.5
C.I;oys;. 1 tc, 3 years 5,907 5,364 4,934 7,374 10.1

4 years or 'ore. . .... .... .. .. .... 4,300 5,502 5,256 5,753 -21.8

PRESENCE OF OWN CHILDREN FROM AN ABSENT FATHER

No children 4,241 5,682 3,654 5,316 -25 4
One or more children 3,174 3,147 3,474 4,182 09

'Significant at 10-percent.
B Base less than 75,000.
X Not applicable.
'Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
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Table E. Rem,. t of Property Settlements, by Selects' Characteristics of Women
(Ever-divorced women as of spnng 1986, 1984, 1982, arid 1979)

Chdiactenstic

Total (thousands) Property settlement reached

Number (thousands) p Percent receiving

1986 1984 1982 1979 1986 1984 1982 1979 1986 1984 1982 1979

Total .... ... . . .. 16,547 14 761 14209 12,025 5.883 5,492 5 39 5,350 35.6 37.2 41.8 44.5

CURRENT MARITAL STATUS

Divorced 8,000 7,404 6,749 5,311 3,131 2,998 2,839 2,675 391 40.5 42.1 50.4

Married' . ... . .... ..... 7,361 6,366 6,453 5,750 2,468 2,243 2,697 2,447 33.5 1 35.2 41.8 42.5

Widowed2 .... 1,1C3 991 1,007 955 285 251 403 227 24.0 25.3 40.0 23.6

RACE AND HISPANIC ORIGIN

White 14,408 12,833 12,487 10,568 5,..,30 4,995 5,359 4,933 37.0 38.9 42.9 46.7

Black 1 832 1,669 1,521 1,307 459 436 508 355 25.1 26.1 33.4 27.2

Hispanic3 866 774 643 548 247 215 208 160 28.5 27.8 32.3 29.2

AGE

18 to 29 years 2,046 2,249 2,302 2,067 511 6'5 532 902 25.0 28 7 23.1 43.6
30 to 39 years 4,950 4,373 4,180 3,273 1,844 1,766 2,043 1,686 37.3 404 48.9 51.5

40 years and over.. 9,550 8,139 7,727 6,684 3,528 3,081 3,365 2,762 36.9 37 9 43.5 41.3

YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED

Less than 12 years 4,146 3,853 4,018 3,999 1,171 1,049 1,416 1,293 282 27.2 35.2 32.3

High school: 4 years 7,354 6,653 6,297 114 2,619 2,576 2,674 2,518 35 6 38.7 42.5 49.2

College: 1 tc 3 years.... .. . . .......... 3,091 2,533 2,432 1,849 1,182 1,030 1,087 919 38.2 40.7 44.7 49.7

4 years or more 1,955 1,721 1,463 1,062 911 837 763 619 46.6 48.6 52.2 58.3

PRESENCE OF OWN CHILDREN FROM AN ,

ABSENT FATHER

No children 11,110 9,375 9,083 7,562 3,913 3,302 3,824 2,964 35.2 35.2 42.1 39.2

One or more children 5,436 5,385 5,127 4,462 1,970 2,190 2,116 2,386 36.2 40 7 41 3 53.5

'Remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
2Widowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
3Persons of Hispanic ongm may be of any race.

The survey also collected a limited amount of infor-
mation from ever-divorced women on the type of prop-
erty settlements they received following divorce. Prop-
erty settlements were defined as a one-time cash
settlement or other property (for example, house or
other real estate, cars, or furniture). Only 36 percent of
the 16.5 million women who had ever been divorced as
of spring 1986 reported that they received some form of
property settlement. (See table E.) Of women awarded
a property settlement, about one-fourth reported receiv-
ing a "one-time" cash settlement as all or part of the
award. (See table L.)

CHARACTERISTICS OF WOMEN AWARDED
CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENTS

The award and receipt of child support payments
varied widely according to women's characteristics,
such as divorce status, race, education, age, and place
of residence. (See table H.) Of the 8.8 million women
with children from a father not living in the household,
the ones more likely than average (61 percent) to have

been awarded child support payments were ever - divorced'
women, White women, women who had attended col-
lege, women over 30, and women living outside of
central cities. Also more likely than average to have
been awarded payments were women in managerial or
technical occupations and homeowners. Of those awarded
child support and due payments in 1985, the percent
actually receiving payment was higher than average for
women who were currently separs ted, had completed 4
or more years of college, and were technical workers.

For women who actually received child support pay-
ments in 1985, the mean amount tended to be higher for
the groups that were more likely to be awarded and to
receive payment. Among those with higher than aver-
age payment amounts ($2,220) were women with 4 or
more years of college, women over the age of 40, and
women in managerial occupations. In addition, women
living outside central cities within metropolitan areas
and women owning their own homes also received
higher amounts than average. Those with lower than

'Ever-divorced mothers include those women currently divorced
or remarried women whose previous mamage ended in divorce.

i Aci.
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average payment amounts included never - married women,
Black women, women who had not completea high
school, and women under age 30. Also receiving lower
than average payments were women in operator occu-
pations, those who received government transfer pay-
ments, women living outside m3tropolitan areas and
those who were renters.

As reported in 1986, the proportion of women awarded
payments and the mean amounts received showed
some variation by marital status. The award rate for
ever-divorced mothers (82 percent) was higher than for
currently separated or never-married mothers (43 per-
cent and 18 percent, respectively). Never-married moth-
ers received a lower mean amount ($1,150) of child
support payments than did those of al; other marital
statuses combined ($2,290).

The award of payments for the support of children
varied widely according to the race and Hispanic origin
of the mother. Black mothers and Hispanic mothers
living apart from the father of their children were much

less likely than their White counterparts to be awarded
child support. Approximately 71 percent of White moth-
ers with children from an absent father were awarded
child support payments, compared with 36 percent for
Black and 42 percent for those of Hispanic origin. Once
awarded, the recipiency rate did not vary by race or
Hispanic origin. However, payment amounts for Black
mothers were smaller, on the average, than for Whitr
mothers. (No statistically significant difference was dis-
cerned between Black and Hispanic women for either
award rate or payment amount.)

Award status also differed by the educational attain-
ment of the mother. Those who were not high school
graduates were less likely to be awarded and to receive
child support for their children than those with college
education. In addition, their support payments ($1,840)
were lower than for more highly educated mothers
($2,630). There are several potential explanations for
the relationship between educational attainment and
recipiency rates and average child support payments. In

FIGURE 6.
Percentage of Women Due Child Support Payments in 1985, by Proportion
of Payment Received and Type of Arrangement
Percent

80

70

60

b 66%
Type of arrangement

Court ordered

Voluntary

33%

Received full
amount due

Received partial
amount

15
Received no

payment
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Table F. Child Support Award Status and Inclusion of Health Insurance in Award, by Selected
Characteristics of Women

(Wamen with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1986)

Characteristic

Total
kthous.)

Awarded child support payments

Total
(thous) )

Health insurance included in child
support award

Number
(thous.)

Percent of total
awarded

Total 8,808 5,396 2,402 44.5

CURRENT MARITAL STA 'US'

Married2 2,322 1,904 818 43.0

Divorced 3,045 2,492 1,255 50.4
Separated 1,363 587 224 38.2

Nev3r married 2,009 370 90 24.3

RACE AND HISPANIC ORIGIN

White 6,341 4,476 2,167 48.4
Black 2,310 839 214 25.5
Hispanic3 813 342 86 25.1

AGE

18 to 29 yeas 2,887 1,288 501 38.9
30 to 39 years 3,614 2,547 1,142 44.8

40 years and over 2,307 1,561 758 48.6

YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED

Less than 12 years 2,230 1,009 343 34.0
High school: 4 years 4,176 2,645 1,207 45.8

College: 1 to 3 years 1,653 1,169 539 46.1

4 years or more 748 573 312 54.5

NUMBER OF OWN CHILDREN PRESENT FROM AN
ABSENT FATHER

One child 4,607 2,783 1,161 41,7

Two children 2,879 1,953 935 47.9

Three children 867 502 224 44.8

Four children or more 456 159 81 50.9

'Excludes a smell number of currently widowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
2Remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
3Persons of Hispanic origin mcy be of any race.

general, there is a p ositive correlation between the
educational attainment of hJsoands and wives. Since
more highly educated husbands are more likely to have
higher incomes, they are also more likely to be in a
better economic position to provide child support pay-
ments. Also, it is possible that women with higher levels
of educational attainment are more effective in using the
legal system to obtain and assure receipt of support
payments. However, the survey design did not allow
these hypotheses to be tested directly.

Another factor related to the payment of child sup-
port is the number of children the mother has living with
her in the absence of their father. Women with three
children or fewer were more likely than those with four
or more to be awarded payments. As is to be expected,
average child support payments for mothers with only
one child were lower than those with two or more
children present. However, there was no significant

1

difference in the mean support payments between
women with three or four or more children present.

As might be expected, the age of the mother was
related to the awarding of child support payments for
her children. About 69 percent of women 30 and over
with children from an absent father were awarded
payments, compered with 45 percent of younner women.
However, for those women who were swarded pay-
ments and due them in 1985, there was no significant
difference in recipiency according to the mother's age.
Age was positively associated with the amount received,
with women under 30 years of age receiving $1,470, on
the average, while those between 30 and 39 averaged
$2,400 and those 40 years and over averaged $2,560.
One can hypothesize that the older the absent fathers,
the more likely they would be to have advanced farther
in their line of work. Their correspondingly higher incomes
should make them better able to support their children
than younger absent fathers.
fl
L.)
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Table G. Child 'support Award Status and Reason for Nonaward, by Selected Characteristics of Women
(Women with own chi!dren under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1986)

Not awarded child support payments

Reason for non-award (percent)

Characteristic
Property

Wanted
but

settlement Did could
Final or joint not not

Total Total agreement custody want obtain
(thous.) (thous.) pending in lieu award award'

Tc.al .. .. 8,808 3,411 9.6 5.0 36.9 48.5

CURRENT MARITAL STATUS2

Married3 2,322 418 3.8 14.1 44.5 37.6
Divorced .. .... 3,045 553 3.6 12.5 39 2 44.7
Separated .. 1,363 776 25.1 3.4 19.7 51.8

.Never mamed . . 2,009 1,639 6.0 0.9 42.2 51.0

RACE AND HISPANIC ORIGIN

White ...... . . ... .. . .. . . 6,341 1,865 12.5 8.5 38 1 40.9
Black .. . ... .. - - - - - - - - 2,310 1,471 6.0 0.9 34.4 58.8
Hispanic` . .... 813 471 10.4 2.8 31.4 55.2

AGE

18 to 29 years .... .. . 2,887 1,599 14 6 2.1 35.3 47.9
30 to 39 years .. 3,614 1,066 6 6 6.6 41.0 46.0
40 years and over. 2,307 746 3.5 9.0 34.3 53.2

YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED

Less than 12 years 2,230 1,221 9.1 3 5 30.8 56.6
High school. 4 years 4,176 1,531 10.1 5.4 40.7 43.9
College: 1 to 3 years ..... .. ... . . . . . .. . . 1,653 484 10 3 5.8 35.5 48.6

4 years or more. 748 175 8.6 10.9 49.1 31.4

NUMBER OF OWN CHILDREN PRESENT FROM AN ABSENT
FATHER

One child ...... .... .... . . ........ ... ... 4,607 1,824 10 6 5.4 40.2 43.8
Two children 2,879 926 9.4 5 7 34.1 50.9
Three children ... ..... .... .. . ....... . . ... . 867 364 5.5 4.9 30.2 59.3
Four children or more... .... . .... ....... ... . . 456 297 9 ; 1.0 330 56.6

'Agreement not sought or reached because of inability to locate father, establish paternity, or some other reason.
2Excludes a small number of currently widowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
3Remamed women whose previous mamage ended in divorce
`Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race

The awarding and receipt of child support payments
showed some variation by type of residence and tenure.
Mothers who lived inside central cities within metropol-
itan areas were less likely to be awarded payments than
women whose residerce was outside of central cities.
This finding may be correlated with the relatively high
concentration of Black families in central cities, since a
smaller proportion of Black women were awarded child
support for their children than were other women.
Women who owned homes were more likely to be
awarded and to receive child support payments, and the
average payments received were higher ($2,460) than
for those who were renters ($1,930).

The occupation of the mother showed some correla-
tion with the awarding and receipt of child support.
Women in managerial and technical occupations were
more likely to be awarded payments than were women

in service or operator occupations. Average payment
amounts received by women in managerial and techni-
cal occupations ($2,430) were higher than amounts
received by service workers and operators ($1,910).

Award and receipt of child support differed according
to whether or not the child's mother was an earner. A
higher percentage of women with earnings in 1985 had
been awarded or had agreements to receive child
support payments than women who did not receive any
income from this source (68 percent versus 45 percent).
The actual child support recipiency rate for women with
agreements was not significantly different for women
with earnings than without. Howevar, average payment
amount received was higher for earner status.

1 7
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Table H. Child Support Payments Awarded and Received-Women With Children Present, by Selected
Characteristics for All Women and Women with Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1985

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1986)

Charactenstic

Total
(thous.)

Percent
awarded

child
support

payments'

Supposed to receive child support in 1985

To '

(thou.

Received child support in 1985

Percent

..1

child
support

Mean
total

money
income

ALL WOMEN

Total. .. . . . 8,808 61 3 4,31 i 74.0 $2,215 $14,776

Current Manta! Status

Mamed2 2,322 82 0 1,416 68.5 1,966 13,512
Divorced . . . ... . . .. . . 3,045 81 8 2,179 75.1 2,538 16,778

Separated . .. . .. . . . 1,363 43 1 453 84.3 2,082 12,642
Widowed3 . . ... . . . .. .. 69 (B) 30 (B) (B) (B)
Never marred . . 2,009 18.4 303 76.2 1,147 9,675

Race and Hispanic Origin

White .. . .. ... 6,341 70 6 3,651 74 6 2,294 15,052
Black ..... .. .. . ... ... . ..... . ... .. 2,310 36.3 657 720 1,754 13,297
Hispanic`... ... . . . .. ... . . ... ... ..... . 813 42 1 282 68.1 2,011 11,505

Age

18 to 29 years ... . 2,887 44.6 1,089 71 3 1,467 10,886
30 to 39 years . . 3,614 70.5 2,182 73 6 2,397 15,513
40 years and over 2,307 67.7 1,110 77.6 2,552 16,913

Years of School Completed

Less than 12 years. 2,n0 45.2 750 67 1 1,835 9,144
High school: 4 years. 4,176 63.3 2,152 74 3 2,040 13,577
College: 1 to 3 years. ... . ... .. .. ........ .. 1,653 70 7 1,003 74.6 2,447 17,014

4 yrs. or more.... .. . . ... . ... . ... 748 76 6 476 82.1 2,978 22,639

Number of Own Children Present From an Absent Father

One child .... . . .. .. 4,607 60.4 2,146 72.0 1,679 14,151

Two children.. ...... ... ........... . .. 2,879 67 8 1,659 77.7 2,597 15,259
Three children . . .... . . . . ... ...... .... . 867 57.9 426 71.8 2,800 16,319
Four children or more . .... .. ... .... .. . 456 34.3 150 68 7 3,739 13,544

Residence

Insid-, metropolitan areas 6,982 60 4 3,442 74 5 2,339 15,540
Inside central cities 3,576 49 9 1,460 72 5 2,206 14,407
Outside central cities . . 3,406 71.4 1,982 76 0 2,431 16,337

Outside metropolitan areas ... . 1,825 64.7 939 72 1 1,748 11,881

Tenure

Owner occupied . ... .. . .. 4,192 71.9 2,402 74 4 2,463 16,336
Renter occupied . . . ... . . ..... . 4,496 51 4 1,922 73 5 1,926 12,976
Occdpier paid no cash rent . . . ... . . .. . ... 120 60.0 57 (B) (B) (B)

Region

Northeast .. 1,651 52.9 701 820 2,419 15,030
Midwest 2,251 633 1,134 732 2,126 14,578
South .... . ... ... . . . .. . ....... .. 3,222 61 3 1,589 75 5 2,135 13,797
West 1,684 66 7 956 66.6 2,300 16,651

Occupation of Longest Job in 1985

Totals 6,243 68.2 3,515 75 2 2,277 16,972
Managerial and professional specialty occupations.... 1,196 74.8 759 78 1 2,838 22,994
Technical, sales, and administrative support occupations 2,672 72 5 1,598 79.2 2,246 16,981

Service occupations 1,430 58 7 676 67.2 1,930 10,782
Farming, forestry, and fishing occupations 48 (B) 24 (B) (B) (B)
Precision production, craft, and repair occupations 188 60 6 93 73.1 (B) (B)
Operators, fabricators, and laborers 709 61 9 365 67.1 1,867 14,374
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Table H. Child Support Payments Awarded and Received-Women With Children Present, by Selected
Characteristics for All Women am Women with Incomes Below the Poverty Level in
1985-Continued

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1986)

Characte'istic

Total
(thous.)

Percent
awarded

child
support

payments'

Supposed to receive child support in 1985

Total
( thou3.)

Received child support in 1985

Percent

Mean
child

support

Mean
total

money
income

ALL WOMEN-Con.

Type of Income in 1985

With earnings 6,222 68.1 3,504 75.3 $2,279 $17,007With other income° 4,876 75.9 3,216 82.1 2,279 17,007With government transfer payments 1,260 55.8 576 67.9 1,932 12,871With other unearned income 3,889 80.3 2,704 82.8 2,372 17,795Withot t other income 1,345 40.1 287 (X) (X) (X)Without earnings° 2,586 44.8 877 68.9 1,935 5,026With government transfer payments 1,625 34.5 444 67.8 1,831 6,536With other unearned income 803 72.9 472 83.9 1,923 5,048
WOMEN WITH INCOMES BELOW THE POVERTY LEVEL IN
1985

Total 2,797 40.4 905 65.7 1,383 5,130
Current Marital Status

Married2 180 67.2 81 61.7 (0) (B)Divorced 795 71.9 499 60.3 1,522 5,295Separated 646 34.2 158 73.4 1,503 4,994Widowed° 18 (B) 4 (B) (B) (B)Never married 1,159 17.9 163 75.5 900 5,450
Race and Hispanic Origin

White 1,569 50.2 631 65.1 1,463 5,005Black 1,190 27.1 257 67.7 1,085 5,403Hispanic` 414 24.2 74 (B) (B) (B)
Age

18 to 29 years 1,419 33.1 368 65.5 963 4,85330 to 39 years 920 52.7 405 63.7 1,674 5,63440 years and over 458 38.4 131 73.3 1,649 4,473
Years of School Completed

Less than 12 years 1,244 32.5 307 62.9 1,350 5,103High school: 4 years 1,188 44.5 437 68.4 1,319 5,072College: 1 to 3 years 333 53.2 149 63.1 1,661 5,3934 years or more 32 (B) 13 (B) (B) (8)
Number of Own Children Present From an Absent Father

One child 1,185 40.3 359 65.7 1,112 4,531Two children 940 47.1 362 68.2 1,580 5,004Three children 400 37.3 125 56.0 (B) (B)Four children or more 272 22.1 59 (B' (B) (B)

B Base less than 75,000.
X Not applicable.
'Award status as of spring 1986.
2Remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
°Widowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
`Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
°Excludes women whose longest job was in the Armed Forces.
°Detail does not add to total because some women may have more than one or none of the specified type.
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CHARACTERISTICS OF WOMEN AWARDED
CHILD SUPPORT BY POVERTY STATUS IN
1985

Of the 8.8 million mothers of children with an absent
father, about 2.8 million, or about 32 percent, had
incomes below the poverty level in 1985. (See tables H
and I.) Their overall poverty rate showed no statistically
significant increase from the 1983 rate. Of the 2.8
million mothers in poverty, 1.1 million (40 percent) had
child support awards or agreements. Thirty-seven per-
cent of the 1.1 million had health insurance included in
the award. The award rates showed no significant
difference from those of the previous survey.

Among mothers below the poverty level, 60 percent
were not awarded child support, compared with 39
percent of all mothers. Fifty-eight percent of the poor
who were not awarded support wanted child support
awards. Only 29 percent of poor mothers without awards
did not want awards, and the remaining 13 percent were
either awaiting awards, had joint custody, or accE.pted
property settlements instead.

The poverty rate for mothers with children from an
absent father varied considerably according to child
support award status. The poverty rate for women who
were awaided child support payments was 21 percent.
In contrast, about 49 percent of those who were not
awarded payments were below the poverty level.

Of those below the poverty level, the variation in
award of child support according to the mothers' char-
acteristics paralleled that for all women. For example,
ever-divorced mothers were more likely to be awarded
payments (72 percent) than were separated mothers
(34 percent) or the never married (only 18 percent).
White women below the poverty level were more likely
to have payment awards than Black or Kspaniowomen.
(However, there was no statistically significant differ-
ence between Black and Hispanic women). Those who
had not completed high school were also less likely to
have awards than those with at least a high school
education. Because of the small sample size, statisti-
cally significant differences in recipiency rates and the
amount of child support payments by race and Hispanic
origin for women in poverty could not be determined.

THE DEFICIT IN CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENTS

As mentioned above, the average child support pay-
ment for the 3.2 million women who actually received
payments in 1985 was $2,220. Their average total
money income was $14,780. (See table J.) However, for
the 4.4 million women who were supposed to receive
payments in 1985 (which includes the 1.1 million womeil
who did not receive payments), the overall average
amount of child support was $1,640, the mean total

FIGURE 7.
Aggregate Child Support Payments Due Women
with Children from Absent Fathers in 19&5
(Percent received)

Aggregate
payments

received
(66.0%)

Aggregate
payments
not received
(34.0%)

Base. $10.9 billion child support payments due

income was $13,750. Table J shows the average pay-
ment that would have been received if the full amount
due had been paid. For example, the mean child
support payments to all mothers who were supposed to
receive them would have been $2,500. The magnitude
of the child support payments that were due but were
not received for the year 1985 may be illustrated more
clearly as follows: The aggregate amount of child sup-
port payments due in 1985 was $10.9 billion, but actual
payments received amounted to only about $7.2 billion
during that year.e (See figure 7.) The complete payment
of child support to women below the poverty level,
however, would have had lithe impact on their poverty
status. Even if the women awarded and due payment in
1985 had received all the payments they were sup-
posed to receive, the change in their poverty rate would
not have been statistically significant. (See table 6.)

The size of the deficit between payments due and
received in 1985 as reported by this survey varied by the
type of child support arrangement. About three-fifths of
the women who were supposed to receive child support
payments in 1985 had a "court-ordered" agreement.
The mean amount received under a court-ordered agree-
ment was $1,350 in 1985. If the full amount of payments
due had been received, the average payment would
have been $2,390. Therefore, women with court orders
received, on average, only 56 percent of the amount
they were due.

Women who were supposed to receive child support
payments under a voluntary written agreement gener-
ally fared better than women who were awarded pay-
ments by the courts. Their mean child support payment

8The aggregate payments due refer only to the total due for the
income year 1985 based on the information reported by the women in
the ',urvey; arrearages are not included in the aggregate figure.

The deficit as computed here is only the difference between
awarded payments (or payments agreed to) and actual payments. It
does not reflect any value judgment as to the reasonableness or
adequacy of the awards, either at the time of the award or for the
future when circumstances may have changed.

20
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Table I. Number of Women Below the Poverty Level and Poverty Rate in 1985, by Child Support Award
Status and Selected Characteristics

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spnng 1986)

Total Payments agreed to or awarded Not awarded

Total
Supposed to receive

payments in 1985

Charactenstic Received pay- Did not receive
ments payments

Num- Num- Num- Num- Num-
ber Poverty ber Poverty ber Poverty ber Poverty ber Poverty

(thous.) rate (thous.) rate (thous.) rate (thous) ) rate (thous.) ri...9

Total.. .. .. . .. .. 2,797 31.8 1,130 20.9 595 183 310 27.2 1,668 48.9
CURRENT MARITAL STATUS'

Married2 180 7.8 121 6.4 50 5.2 31 6.9 59 14.1Divorced ... 795 26 1 572 23 0 301 18.4 198 3C.6 223 40.3Separated .. . . .. . . . . 646 47.4 221 37.6 116 30.4 41 (B) 425 54.8Never mamed ... ... , , 1,159 57.7 207 55.9 123 53.2 40 (B) 952 58 1
RACE AND HISPANIC ORIGIN

White ..... .. 1,569 24.7 787 17.6 411 15.1 221 23.8 782 41.9Black . .. ... ... .. ...... 1,190 51.5 322 38.4 174 36.8 83 45 1 868 59.0Hispanic3 414 50 9 100 29.2 43 22 4 31 34.4 314 66.7
AGE

18 to 29 years . .... ... . .. . 1,419 49 2 469 36.4 241 31 0 128 41.0 951 59 530 to 39 years ... . .... .. 920 25 5 485 19.0 258 16 1 147 25.4 435 40.840 years and over ... ...... . . .. 458 19.9 176 11.3 96 11.1 35 14 1 282 37.8
YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED

Less than 12 years .. .... ...... ... .... 1,244 55.8 404 40 0 194 38 6 113 45.7 840 68.8High school: 4 years 1,188 28.4 529 20.0 299 18.7 138 25 0 660 43.1College: 1 to 3 yrs... . .. . .... . 333 20 1 177 15.1 94 12 6 55 21.6 156 32.24 years or more .. ... .. ...... 32 4.3 20 3.5 8 2.0 5 5.9 12 6.9

NUMBER OF OWN CHILDREN FROM AN
ABSENT FATHER

One child .. . 1,185 25.7 478 17.2 236 15.3 122 20.3 707 38.8Two children 940 32 7 443 22.7 247 19 2 115 31.1 497 53.7Three children .. .. .. ... .. ... .. .. 400 46 1 149 29.7 70 22.9 55 45.8 252 69.2Four children or more 272 I 59 6 60 37.7 41 39.8 18 (B) 212 71.4

B Base less than 75,000.
'Excludes a small number of currently widowed women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
2Remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
3Persons of Hispanic ongin may be of any race.

was $2,190 compared with the mean for women with a
"court-ordered" agreement ($1,350). If women with a
voluntary written agreement had received the full pay-
ments due, the average amount would have been $520
higher ($2,710). Therefore, these women received 81
percent of the average payment amount they were due
for their children, in sharp contrast withwomen who had
court-ordered payments. In addition, women with volun-
tary written agreements generally had higher total money
incomes than women with court-ordered agreements.
(See table J.)

Not only was there variation in the receipt of child
support for all women due payments by the type of
agreement (court-ordered or voluntary written agree-
ment), but differences were also observed by the method

of payment. The mean payment was $1,840 when
received directly from the father, compared with $1,340
when received through a court or public agency; the
comparable amounts actually due were $2,660 and
$2,240, respectively.

CHARACTERISTICS OF WOMEN AWARDED
ALIMONY PAYMENTS

Of the 19.2 million ever-divorced or currently sepa-
rated women as of spring 1986, only about 15 percent
were awarded or had an agreement to receive alimony
or maintenance payments. The proportion showed little
variation by demographic or economic characteristics.
(See table K.) However, women who were more likely
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Table J. Mean Child Support and Total Money Income of Women Due Child Support Payments in 1985, by
Type of Arrangement and Method of Payment

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1986)

Characteristic

Total due payments
Actual amount of

payments received
If full amount of payments

had been received

Number
(thous.)

Percent
distribution

Mean
child

support
payments
reef:I've&

Mean
total

money
income

Mean
child

support
payments

due

Mean
total

money
income

All payments2. ..

TYPE OF ARRANGEMENT

Court ordered . .. .. . .

Voluntary. . . .. ...
METHOD OF PAYMENT

Directly from father. .. ... .. . .

Through a court or public agency .. ... . . ..

4,381

2,751
1,441

2,286
2,027

100 0

62.8
32 9

52 2
46 3

$1,640

1,345
2,187

1,840
1,336

$13,753

13,192
14,900

15,062
12,183

$2,495

2,393
2,706

2,660
2,240

$14,616

14,247
15,428

15,894
13,090

'Mean amcunt based on all women due payments, whether or not payments were received
2Includes a small number of women whose arrangement type was "other" or whose method of payment was by "some other method," not

shown sec arately.

Mean
total

money
income

FIGURE 8.
Mean Income of Ever-Divorced or Currently Separated Women: 1985

Awarded alimony payments '

Received payments Did not receive
payments

Not awarded alimony
payments

18,000 -

16,000 '-

14,000 -

12,000 r-

10,000 "-

8,000 '-

6,000

4,000 -

2,000

0

$17,780

Alimony or
maintenance

payments

$3,730

$14,050

616,000

$11,260
1;11 740

225,000

Number of women

Excludes women who were awarded payments but were not supposed to receive them in 1985

22

16,354,000
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Table K. Alimony Payments Awarded and Received In 1985, by Selected Characteristics of Women
(Ever-divorced am' currently separated women as of spnng 1986)

Charactenstic

Total
(thous.)

Percent
awarded
alimony

payments

Suoposed to receive alimony in 1985

Total
(thous.)

Received alimony in 1985

Percent

Mean
alimony

payments

Mean
total

money
income

Total.. ... ... . .. 19,156 14.6 840 73.3 $3,733 $17,781
MAR;TAL STATUS'

Mamed2... ... ... 7,361 13.8 89 58 4 (B) (B)Divorced .. . .... 8,000 17.1 604 73.3 3,975 19,425Separated 2,610 10.0 146 82.2 3,083 12,891
RACE AND HISPANIC ORICIN

White 16,039 15 8 752 74.2 3,858 18,012Black 2,766 e.0 70 (B) (B) (B)Hispanic3 1,196 11.0 42 (B) (B) (B)
AGE

18 to 29 years 2,817 7.7 107 57 9 (B) (B)30 to 39 years 5,678 10 9 270 72.2 3,200 16,91240 years and over... 10,662 18.5 464 77.2 4,365 19,821
YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED

Less than 12 years 5,069 11.8 144 67.4 3,574 11,051High school. 4 years. 8,378 15 3 383 71.8 2 588 14,420College: 1 to 3 years. 3,558 15 2 161 73.9 5,907 22,0064 years or more 2,150 17.7 152 82.2 4,300 6,3-'6

PRESENCE OF OWN CHILDREN FROM AN ABSENT FATHER

No children 12,357 16 4 452 71.2 4,241 18,086One or more children 6,799 11.4 388 75.5 3,174 17,445

YEAR OF DIVORCE OR SEPARATION

1980 and later 7,764 12.4 559 78.4 4,046 18,0491975 to 1979 3,921 11 2 134 65.7 3,245 17,0121970 to 1974 ..... . ... .. ...................... 2,469 18 9 99 59.6 (B) (B)Before 1970 5,002 18 7 48 (B) (B) (B)

WORK EXPERIENCE IN 1985

Worked .... ..... .. 13,047 14.6 619 74.3 3,834 20,933Full time 10,177 14.3 455 72.7 4,006 23,952Part time 2,869 15.7 164 80.5 3,404 13,354Did not work 6,110 14.7 221 69.2 3,425 8,245

WORK EXPERIENCE BEFORE OR AT TIME OF SEPARATION

Worked cluing 5 years before or at time of separation 15,167 13 0 580 69.5 3,504 19,031Worked at time of separation 12,008 12 4 441 69.8 3,201 19,775Worked at full-time jobs... 10,110 11 8 334 67 1 3,311 21,083
Worked at part-time jobs 1,894 1E.6 107 78.5 2,909 16,276rid nut work at time of separation 7,148 18.3 399 76.9 4,266 15,778

Did not work during 5 years prior or at time of separation 3,989 20 7 230 81.b 4,167 15,408

B Base less than 75,000.
'Excludes a small number of currently widowed women whose previous marriage ender in divorce.
2Remamed women whose previous niamage ended in divorce.
3Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race

than average (15 percent) to have an award were White
women, women over the age of 40, women who had
completed 4 or more years of college, women who were
divorced or separated prior to 1975, and those not
working at or during the 5-year interval prior to the time

of the separation. Among those less likely than average
to receive an award were currently separated women,
Black women, and women under 30 years of age. Also
less likely were women who had not graduated from
high school, women with one or more children present

23
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from an absent father, and women who were working at
the time of separation.

The overall award and recipiency rates for alimony as
reported in 1986 was not significantly different from that
reported in 1984. The percent of wo nen receiving
alimony payments showed no difference between 1983
and 1985 (from 77 to 73 percent).

Overall, the average alimony payment in 1985 showed
no statistically significant change from 1983. There
were few significant changes in average amounts received
between the two years (after adjusting for inflation)
according to women's characteristics.9

As reported in the 1986 survey. award and receipt of
alimony payments varied by the women's work experi-
ence. Women who worked during the 5-year period prior
to the time of separation and those who worked full time
at separation were less likely to be awarded payments
(12 percent) than women who did not work during the 5

°See Current Population Reports, Senes P-23, No. 152, table H.

years prior to separation or who worked only part time at
separation (21 percent). This is consistent with the
notion of alimony as a transitional payment, that is, a
support payment for the woman during a period of
training or retraining prior to entering the labor force or
until the event of remarriage. Moreover, wives working
part tone contribute a smaller proportion of the family
income, on average, than those who work full time.
Since the pattern of working part time may continue
after divore, alimony can provide a substantial part of
their livelihood. Actual recipiency of payment differed
somewhat according to the work status of the woman at
the time of separation. About 79 percent of women
working part time at the time of separation received
payments in 1985, compared with about 70 percent for
all other women. However, there was no significant
difference in recipiency rates according to work status in
1985. Conversely, the average amount of alimony pay-
ment received did not vary by the woman's work status
at the time of separation. Women who worked in 1985
received $3,830 compared with $3,430 for women who

Table L. Receipt and Type of Property Settlement, by Selected Characteristics of Ever-Divorced Women
(Ever-divorced women as of spring 1986)

Characteristic

Total
(thous.)

No
settlement

reached
(thous.)

Property settlement reached

Total
(thous.)

Type of settlement (percent)

Cash'
only

Other
types 2

only

Cash'
and

other
types2

Total 16,547 10,663 5,883 21.6 74.2 4.2

CURRENT MARITAL STATUS

Divorced 8,000 4,869 3,131 23.5 73.1 3.4
Married3 7,361 4,893 2,468 20.5 74.6 4.9
Widowed` 1,186 901 285 10.5 82.1 7.4

RACE AND HISPANIC ORIGIN

Whit 3 . . . . . . 14,408 9,078 5,330 22.1 75.2 2.7

Black 1,832 1,373 459 14.6 66.0 19.4
Hispanics ......... . .. .... ...... . ... .. 866 619 247 19.0 76.1 4.5

AGE

18 to 29 years 2,046 1,535 E 1 1 24.7 73.4 2.0

30 to 39 years . . .... . . 4,950 3,106 1,844 23.2 74.8 2.1

40 years and over 9,550 6,022 3,528 20.4 74.0 5.7

YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED

Less than 12 years 4,146 2,975 1,171 18.6 76.1 5.3
High school: 4 years 7,354 4,735 2,619 20.8 74.7 4.5
College: 1 to 3 years.... ...... .. 3,091 1,910 1,182 22.1 73.9 3.9

4 years or more 1,955 1,044 911 27.3 70.4 2.3

PRESENCE OF OWN CHILDREN FROM AN ABSENT FATHER

No children 11,110 7,197 3,913 21.3 73.8 5.0

One or more children 5,436 3,466 1,970 22.3 75.0 2.7

IA one-time cash settlement.
°Other property (e.g., house, other real estate, cars, or furnishing).
°Remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
`Widowed women whose previous mamage ended in divorce.
°Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.



18

did not work in that year. Although the difference in the
mean incomes were not statistically significant, tne
lower average payment amount may be refbctive of
other factors, such as the current marital status of the
women (for the remarried) or of the ex-husband's eco-
nomic situation, a factor which this survey cannot
measure.

Of the 19.2 million ever-divorced or currently sepa-
rated women, 3.7 million (or 19 percent) were living
below the poverty line. Of the 3.7 million poor, only 12
percent were awarded alimony payments as of spring
1986. Of the 175,000 poor women due payments in
i 985, about 6 out of 10 received some amount of
payment.

CHARACTERISTICS OF WOMEN RECEIVING
PROPERTY SETTLEMENTS

For the 16.5 million ever-divorced women as of
spring 1986, whether a woman was more or less likely
than average to receive a property settlement varied
according to her demographic characteristics. (See
table L.) Women more likely than average (36 percent)
to have a property settlement were currently divorced
women and women with 4 or more years of college.
Among those less likely than average to have received
a property settlement were women under 30 years of
age and those who had not completed high school.

Women with property settlements averaged better in
terms of both total income and recipiency of support
payments. For example, the average total income of
women with property settlements ($14,970) was higher
than those without settlements ($11,850). Of women
awarded a property settlement, 25 percent also received
some form of support payment (alimony for herself
and/or child support for her children) in 1985. This
compares with only 14 percent of the ever-divorced
women without a settlement.

In 1986, the proportion of women receiving a prop-
erty settlement showed some variation when viewed by
selected characteristics of the women. For example,
property settlement awards varied by current marital
status. Currently divorced women were more likely to
report receiving a property settlement (39 percent) than
either married women (34 percent) or widowed women
(24 percent).

Settlement rates also differed by age and educational
attainment of the woman. Women under 30 were less
likely to have settlements (25 percent) than women over
30 years of age (37 percent). Women without a high
school education were less likely to have a property
settlement (28 percent) thar' women who had high
school degrees but who had not completed college (36
percent) or college graduates (47 percent).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SURVEY

The data on child support and alimony were collected
in a special supplement to the April 1986 Current
Population Survey (CPS). All women 18 years of age
and older were within the universe for the supplemental
questions. The presence of own children under 21 years
of age whose father did not live in the same household
determined whether or not a woman was eligible for the
questions on child support. Marital status and divorce
history determined whether or not a woman was eligible
for the questions on alimony and property settlements.
The supplemental questions were placed on the April
CPS so that this information could be combined with
information previously collected in the March CPS on
annual work experience, income, and poverty status.

REVISED SURVEY PROCEDURES

The note at the beginning of this report indicates
revisions to survey procedures for the CPS, and the fact
that the child support, alimony, and property settlement
data in this report are the first based entirely on the
revised sample design. This revision was the change
from the 1970 census sample design to a sample
design based on the 1980 census.

During the period from April 1984 through June 1985,
the Bureau of the Census systematically introduced a
new sampla design for the Current Population Survey.
The purposes of this new sample design were to update
the sampling frame to the 1980-census base, to improve
survey efficiency, and to improve the quality of the
survey estimates. The new sample design may have
small effects on estimates of income, including income
from child support and alimony payments.

CHANGES IN THE APRIL 1986 CPS SURVEY

In an attempt to improve reporting and the useability
of the data, a minor modification was made to one
question from the previous survey. (See Current Popu-
lation Reports, Series P-23, No. 148, "Appendix C.")

The change was made to the item which ascertains
the reason for non-award for those women with children
present from absent fathers who were not awarded
child support for their children. In the previous survey,
women interviewed were asked to indicate the reason
for non-award, either by specifying one of the six
response categories or by indicating there was "some
other reason." In the 1984 survey, if the respondent
indicated that there was "some other reason," she was
not asked to specify what that reason was. A substantial
portion of those responding to this item simply indicated
that there was "some other reason" for non-award.

2 rti
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For the 1986 CPS, the same individual response
categories from the 1984 CPS were retained; howev ',
the requirement was added that when a respondent
answered "some other reason," the interviewer was to
ask me respondent to specify what that reason was.

Likely as a result of the change, a lower proportion of
women interviewed in 1986 responded that the reason
for non-award was "other" than did those interviewed in
1984. The proportion of women identifying one of the six
specified categories as their reason for non-award was
thereby increased from that of the previous survey.
Thus, when comparing the data from 1986 on reason for
non-award to the data collected in 1984, the reader
should keep in mind the effect on the data of the change
in the wording of that item.

CHANGES IN THE MARCH CPS SURVEY

The Census Bureau made a revision to the March
CPS income supplement questionnaire in an effort to
adapt to continually rising levels of annual income.
Beginning with the March 1986 CPS, the question which
covers the amount of earnings received from the employer
or own business for which the respondent worked the

longest during the previous calendar year was modified
to permit coding of earnings amounts to a maximum Df
$299,999. Prior to March 1986, procedures allowed for
coding of amounts to a maximum of $99,999. This
change in the questionnaire causes a break in the time
series for some income measures. For detailed informa-
tion on this change, see Current Population Reports,
Series P-60, No. 154, "Revisions to the Earnings Ques-
tion on the March 1986 CPS," page 4.

NOTE TO USERS

We are interested in your reaction to the ueefulness
of the information presented here and to xi its content of
the survey questionnaire. (See the facsimile in the
appendix.) We welcome the opportunity to improve our
survey work, so please send your suggestions or com-
ments to:

Mary F. Henson
Income Statistics branch
Housing and Household Economic Statistics Division
U.S. Bureau of the Census
Washington, D.C. 20233
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Table 1. Child support Payments Agreed to or Awarded, by Characteristics of Al! Women and
Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 19R5

(Numbers In thousands. Woman 4th Iwo dtdren under 21 years of age prowl IrLm absent fathers as of spring 1986. For miming of syrrtols, seetext)

Characteristic

Total Child suppart payments

/lensed lo or awarded Not awarded

Total, Supposed to receive paymants In 1985

Total Received payments Did not
receive payments

Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand-
Esti- and Es6- and Esd- and Esti- aid Esd- and Esti- and

mate error mate error Tits *MI mat. error mats error mats 'mar

ALL WOMEN

Total 8 808 218 5 396 174 4 381 158 3 243 137 1 138 82 ' 411 140

Current Marital Status

Marrieds 2 322 116 1 904 1u6 I 416 91 970 76 447 52 418 50
Separated 1 363 90 587 59 453 52 382 48 71 (B) 776 68
Divorced 3 045 133 2 492 120 2 179 113 1 637 98 541 553 57

Widow440 69 (8) 43 (B) 30 lij 23 (B1 7 B 26 (8)
Never rnarrled 2 009 108 370 rli 303 231 3/ 72 8 1 639 oa

Ram and Hleparde Origin

White 6 341 188 4 476 159 3 651 145 2 722 126 929 74 1 865 104

Black 2 '00 128 839 82 657 73 473 62 184 39 1 471 106
Hispanic origin' 813 101 342 68 282 62 192 52 90 36 471 79

Met opolitan-Nonmetrop Alton
&eidetic*

Inside metropolitan areas 6 982 196 4 215 155 3 442 141 2 566 122 877 72 2 767 127

Inside central oft's 3 576 143 1 783 102 1 460 93 1 059 79 402 49 1 793 102
Outside weal cll.. 3 406 140 2 432 119 1 982 108 1 507 94 475 53 974 76

Outside mebapolltan arias 1 8 127 1 181 102 939 91 677 78 262 48 645 76

Region

Nortwast 1 651 85 873 62 701 56 575 51 126 24 778 59

Wesel 2 251 110 1 424 88 1 134 78 830 67 304 41 827 67

South 3 222 13e 1 975 109 1 589 98 1 200 85 38L 49 1 246 87

Wr--t 1 684 103 1 124 84 956 78 637 64 319 45 560 60

Ade

18 to 29 years 2 887 129 1 288 87 1 089 80 777 68 312 43 1 599 97

3010 39 years 3 614 144 2 547 122 2 182 113 1 605 97 578 59 1 066 '9
40 years end OW 2 307 116 1 561 96 1 110 81 861 71 249 38 746 66

Number of Own Children Present
From an Absent Rabat

One child 4 604 162 2 783 127 2 146 112 1 545 95 601 60 1 822 103

Two chddren 2 881 129 1 953 107 1 659 99 1 289 87 370 47 928 74

Three chrldren 867 72 502 55 426 50 306 43 120 27 364 47

Four children or more 456 52 159 31 150 30 103 25 47 (B) 297 42

Mars of School Completed

Elementary: 0 to 8 years 618 61 243 38 181 33 113 26 67 (B) S75 47

High school I to 3 years 1 613 97 766 67 570 56 390 48 180 846 71

4 years 4 176 154 2 645 124 2 152 112 1 600 97 552 57 1 531 95

College: I to 3 years 1 653 98 1 169 83 1 003 77 748 67 255 39 484 54

4 yaars or mare .. ..... ... 748 67 573 58 476 53 391 48 85 22 175 32

Year of Divorce or SeparadonS

1980 and later 3 805 148 2 784 127 2 430 119 1 5,1 106 519 56 1 021 7!
1975 E 1979 1 635 98 1 243 86 1 043 78 716 SS 327 44 392 al
1970 Sa 1974 886 72 690 64 456 52 282 41 174 Je 196 34

Bofors 1970 473 53 309 43 149 30 103 25 46 (B) 164 31

Imam of Health insu Is In
vd

'nsurancs included
n_..rth insuranc. not Include ))CC gil 99

118
132

2 047
2 33:

109
117

1 706
1 536

100
95

341
797

45
69 ))fl

(X,
(X

See footnotes at sod of table.
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Table 1. Child Support Payments Agreed to or Awarded, by Characteristics of All Women and
Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1985Con.

(Numbers in thousands. Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1986 For mowing of symbols, see text)

Characteristic

Total Child support payments

Esti
mats

Stand-
aid

error

Agreed to or awarded Not awarded

To all Supposed to receive payments In 1985 ---1

Esti-
mate

Stand-
and

error

Esti-
mate

Stand-
and

error

Total Received payments not
receive payments

Esti-
mats

Stand-
and

error
Esti-

mats

Stand-
aid

error
Esti-

male

Stand-
and

error

ALL WOMENCon,

Work Experience In 1985

Worked
Worked at full-time jobs

50 to 52 weeks
49 weeks or kiss

Worked at part-time jobs
50 to 52 weeks
49 weeks or less

Did not work

Work Experience Before or at 11me
of Separation'

Worked during 5 years before or at time of
separation
Worked at time of separation ..... ................

Worked at full -time jobs
Worked at part-time jobs

Did not work at time of separation
Did not work during 5 years before or at
Imo of spa, aloft

Occupation Group of Longest Job
In 1985

Tole
Managerial ono professional specialty
oocupations

Techrical. sales. and administrative support
occupation

ServIce occupations
Farming. forestry. and fishing occupations
Predwon production, craft, and repair
occupations

Operators, fabricators, and laborers

Income In 1985

Without Income
With income

$1 to 6999 or loss
$1.000 to 61.999

to62.000 62,999
to$3.900 $3.999

$4.000 to $5,999
86.000 to 67.999
$8.000 to 89,999

to$10.000 $11,999
1n812,000 $14.999

$15.000 to 624,999
625.000 and over

Median income
Standard error

Mean inzome
Stardard error

Type of income In 1985

With eamirgs
WIth ()ter income"

With government transfer payments'
Public assistance income

Aid to familes with drop childrer. .

Other government u &osier
payments

With other unit . nod income
With alimony

Without other income

Without earnings,
With government transfer payments'

Public assistance income
Aid to families with drip children

Other government transfer payments
WIth other unearned (moms

With alimony

....

dollars..
dollars..
dollars..
dollars..

6 244
4 787
3 395
1 392
1 457

543
914

2 563

5 424
4 037
3 196

841
2 762

1 375

6 243

1 196

2 672
1 430

48

188
709

433
8 375

405
394
581
556

1 074
883
576
521
819

1 793
773

9 024
264

11 668
188

6 2:' 2
4 8'6
1 2b0

667
607

655
3 889

228
1 745

2 586
625

1 385
1 291

361
803
65

186
165
140
90
93
57
74

122

174
152
136

71
126

90

186

84

124
92
(B)

33
65

51
213
49
48
59
57
80
72
58
56
70

102
68

186
166
86
63
60

62
149
37
89

122
98
90
87
46
69
(B)

4 255
3 301
2 455

846
954
402
552

1 141

4 086
3 071
2 421

650
1 956

940

4 255

895

1 938
839
32

114
439

166
5 230

228
207
257
235
451
534
333
363
632

1 371
619

12 025
274

13 466
241

.
.1 ,

08
282

433
3 124

191
539

1 159
561
435
417
176
585
52

156
136
119

71
75
49
57
82

153
133
119
62

107

75

156

73

106
70
(B)

26
51

31
172
37
35
39
37
52
56
45
46
61
90
61

(X)
()0
(X)
0( j

155
146
65
43
41

51
134
34
57

83
58
51
50
32
59
(B)

3 515
2 761
2 079

682
754
314
440
866

3 328
2 514
1 970

544
1 564

740

3 515

759

1 598
676
24

93
365

77
4 304

156
146
219
178
338
447
264
289
522

1 202
542

12 543
271

14 000
268

3 504
3 216

576
260
239

350
2 704

185
287

877
444
359
344
121
472
48

142
126
110

138
121
107

142

156

142
136

125

64
67
43
51
72

57
96

67

67

97
63
(B)

24
47

21

30
29
36
33
45
52
40
41

56
84
57

X
X
X

58
39
38

46

33
41

72
51
46
45
27
53
18)

2 645
2 129
1 631

498
515
223
293
506

2 443
1 878
1 455

423
1 '34

569

2 645

593

1 266
454

19

68
245

(X)
3 243

78
98

162
113
237
301
204
230
386
989
443

13 356
365

14 776
310

2 639
2 639

391
154
135

260
2 238

181
(X)

604
301
240
230
82

396
45

124
1 1 1

98
54
55
36
42
60

119
105

92
50
82

58

124

59

86
52

(B)

(B)
38

(X)
137
22
24
31
26
38
42
35
37
48
76
51

(X
(X
X

124
124
48
30
28

39
114

33
(X)

60
42
38
37
22
49
(al

870
631
447
184
239

92
147
268

886
636
515
121
430

180

870

15

332
222

5

25
121

77
1 nal

780
57
65

100
146

60
58

136
2t3

99

9 214

19 905

508

865
577
185
106
105

90
466

4
287

274
142
119
114
40
76

2

72
61
52
33
36
23
30
40

72
61
55
27
51

33

72

31

44
36

(13)

(B)
27

21
79
22

1B1

B
24
29

S
82

36
24

X
X
X

72
59
33
25
25

23
53
(B)
41

40
29
27
26

(B)
21

(B)

1 989
1 486

941
546
503
141
362

1 422

1 337
966
775
191
806

435

1 988

302

734
591

16

74
271

267
3 144

176
187
324
321
623
349
243
158
187
422
154

5 811
150

8 677
279

1 984
1 176

557
360
325

222
765

37
806

1 427
1 064

950
874
185
217

13

108
93
75
57
55
29
46
91

89
76
66
34
69

51

108

42

66
59

(8)

(12

40
135
32
33
44
44
61
46
38
31
33
50
30

X

rX1

108
83
57
46
44

36
67

(B)
69

92
79
75
72
33
36
(e)

See footnotes at era, of table
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Table 1. Child Support Payments Agreea to or Awarded, by Characteristics of All Women and
Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1985Con.

(Numbers In thousands. Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1986 For meaning of symbols, see lest)

Characteristic

Total Child support payments

Esti-
mall

Stand-
ard

error

Agreed to or awarded Not awarded

To al' Supposed to receive payments In 1985

Esti-
male

Stand-
aid

0170f
Esti-
mate

Stand-
aid

error

Total Received payments
Old not

wave payments

Estl-
mate

Stand-
aid

error
Est,-

mate

Stand-
ard

error
Esti-
male

Stand-
aid

error

ALL WOMENCon.

Tenure

Owner occupied 4 192 155 3 014 132 2 402 118 1 788 102 614 60 1 178 83

Ranter ooc*ed 4 496 160 2 310 116 1 922 106 1 412 91 510 55 2 186 113

Occuplor paid no cash rent 120 27 72 (B) 57 (B) 43 (B) 14 (B) 48 (8)

WOMEN WITH INCOMES BELOW
THE POVERTY LEVEL IN 1985

Total 2 797 187 1 130 120 905 107 595 87 310 63 1 668 145

Current Marital Status

MarrlecP 180 48 121 39 81 32 50 (B) 31
11i(i

59 (8)

Separated 646 91 221 53 158 45 116 39 41 425 74

Divorced 705 101 572 85 499 80 301 62 198 223 53

WidowscP 18 (13) 9 113) 4 (143
4 (B) B 9 (B)

Never rnarrled 1 159 121 207 51 163 123 40 40 952 110

Race and Hispanic Origin

write 1 569 141 787 100 631 90 411 72 221 53 782 100

Black 1 190 118 322 63 257 57 174 47 83 33 868 102

Hispanic °MOM 414 91 100 46 74 (B) 43 (13) 31 (B) 314 80

Metr litan-Nonmetropolitan
Cal

Inside metropolitan ann. 2 166 165 804 101 651 91 432 74 219 53 1 363 131

Inside central atlas 1 543 140 505 80 420 73 282 60 138 42 1 038 115

Outside central chars 624 89 299 62 231 54 150 44 81 32 325 64

Naiads motropolhan areas 631 110 326 79 254 70 163 56 92 42 306 77

Region

Northeast 595 75 187 42 136 36 100 31 35 (B) 407 62

Midwest 835 99 354 64 273 57 168 44 105 35 481 75

South 990 114 414 74 341 67 245 57 96 35 575 87

Afloat 378 72 174 49 155 46 82 34 73 (B) 204 53

Age

18 lo 29 years 1 419 134 469 77 368 69 241 55 128 40 951 110

30 to 39 years 920 108 485 79 406 72 258 57 147 43 435 75

40 years and over 458 76 176 47 131 96 35 35 (B) 282 60

Number of Own Children Present
From an Absent Father

Dna child 1 '85 123 478 78 359 68 236 55 122 40 707 95

Two children 940 109 443 75 362 68 147 56 115 38 497 80

Mrs* chddren 400 72 149 44 125 40 70 55 252 57

Four children or more 272 59 60 (B) 59 (B) 41
1B3

18 212 52

Years of School Completed

Elementary. 0 to 8 years 379 70 103 36 82 32 4.5 (B) 36 (B) 275 59

1-110 school. 1 to 3 years 865 105 301 62 225 54 148 44 76 31 564 85

4 years 1 188 123 529 82 437 75 299 62 138 42 660 92

College. 1 to 3 years 333 65 177 48 149 44 94 35 55 156 45

4 years or mom 32 (B) 20 (B) 11 (B) 8 'B) 5 M 12 18)

Seri foolnotris at end of table.
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Table 1. Child Support Payments Agreed to or Awarded, by Characteristics of All Women and
Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1985Con.

(Numbers In thousands. Woman with own children under 21 yews of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1986 For mewing of symbols, see text)

Characteristic

WOMEN WITH I
THE POVERTY
Con

Yaw of Divorce

1980 and later
1975 to 1979
1970 to 1974
Before 1070

Inclusion of
Award

Health insurance
Health Insurance so

Wore Experlen

Worked
Waked m full-

50 to 52 weeks
49 weeks or lee

Worked at part -tin
50 to 52 weeks
49 weeks Or lea

Did not work

Work Experlen
of Separations

Worked during 5 ye
separation..
Worked at We of

MAW( at full -ti
Waked at part-

Dld not work it tin
Did not work during
lime of separation

Occupation Or
In 1985

Total'
Managerial and prof
occupations

Technical, sales, are
occupations

Service occupations
Farming, forestry. ar
Precision production
Occupations

Operators, fabricato

Income In 1985

Without income .
With Income

$1 $999 or loss
$1 0 to $1,990
$2,000 to $2,999
$3,000 to $3.999
$4.030 to $5,999
$6,000 to $7,999
$8.000 to $9.999
$10,000 to $11,99
$12,000 to $14.0*
$15,000 and over

Mvidlan Income .
Standard error

Me an In Alm* .
Standard error

Total Child support payments

Esti-
mate

Stand-
ard

error

(agreed to or awarded Not awarded

Total' Supposed to receive payments In 1985

Esti-
mate

Stand-
and

error

Est-
mate

Stand-
ard

error

Total Recalved payments Old not
receive payments

Esti-
mate

Stand.
ard

error
Esti-

mate

Stand-
ard

11870t

Esti-
mate

Stand-
ard

error

VCOMES BELOW
LEVEL IN 1985

or Saparadons

ith Insurtnea In

luded
t included

lo in 1985

slobs

s
(*fobs

s

s Before or at Time

its before or at time of

separation
me Jibs
Imo Jobs
le of separation
5 years before or at

ip of longest Job

assonal specialty

suI adninIstrativa pport

id flsh'ig occupations
. cr,' :rid repair

s, and laborers .

.

9
9.

d011ars
dollars.,
..1ollars..
doll& s..

1 077
312

117

i),

1 219
679
1 go

480
540
143
397

1 578

1 141
728
511
2',7
910

497

1 219

81

383
531

20

32
172

193
2 605

142
203
364
391
780
531
147

26
18

2

4 618
234

4 544
168

117
63
41
30

)
(X

(X
(X)

124
93
50
78
83
43
71

141

120
96
81
53

108

80

124

32

70
82

(B)

(B)
47

50
180

4.3
51
68
71

100
82
4.3

1111

(B

SX

X
X

609
186

82
47

418
712

574
307
93

214
267

74
193
555

687
445
312
133
478

236

574

48

202
242

10

11

61

64
1 066

62
1,5

131
133
279
307
53
19
12

2

5 016
419

4 961
^34

88
49
32
(B)

73
95

86
63
35
52
58
(B)
50
84

94
75
63
41
78

55

86

(B)

51
56
(B)

(B)
116

(B)
(B)
41
41
60
63

(B

al

X
X
X

483
169
54
36

344
561

458
241
70

170
218

57
161
447

560
364
259
105
378

182

458

32

162
191
10

11
52

39
866
37
41

109
110
217
276
47
17
12

2

5 254
486

5 165
304

79
46

( Fni
(n)

66
65

26
55

(B)
47
53

(.Fti

76

84
68
58
37
70

48

76

(B)

46
49
(B)

(B)
(B,

(B)
105

3
38
53
59

(B

(B

X
X

(X

326
93
23
29

250
345

299
160
48

112
139
36

103
296

349
232
162
70

239

123

299

25

111
118

4

8
33

(X)
595

25
28
75
72

157
187
35
13

3

5 234
558

5 130
350

65
35

gli

57
66

62
45
(B)
38
42

al)
36
62

67
55
46
(B)
55

40

62

19)

38
39

(B)

(B?
(B)

(X)
87
(B)
(B)
31

Ig
49
(B

(B

Ti

(X
(X
1X

157
76
31

7

95
215

159
81
22
59
79
21
57

151

211
132
97
34

139

60

159

8

51
73

5

3
20

39
271

12
13
34
3
681
90
12
4
7
2

5 307
928

3 241
596

45
31

(Bl

35
53

45
32

f'4

32

f'4

44

52
41
35
(B)
42

(B)

45

(B)

1} ?

B

(B)
(B)

(B)
50
B)

(B

(B
(13

34
(B)

S
;Ei

(X,
(X)
(X)
(XI

466
127-
51
70

8:

645
372
106
266
273
69

204
1 023

454
283
200
83

433

261

645

33

181
289

10

20
111

129
1 539

80
138
232
259
5
224
94

7
4

4 240
280

4 256
202

77
40

111

i;(1

91
69
37
58
59

(B)
51

114

76
60
51
33
74

58

91

(B)

48
61

(B)

(g)
36

41
139
32
42
55
58
BO
54
35

iill
B

1)1

X
See foot-votes at end of table
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Table 1. Child Support Payments Agreed to or Awarded, by Characteristics of All Women and
Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1985Con.

(Numbers In thousands. Woman with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers u of spring 1086. For meardng Tyntols, us ten)

Total Ct. lid support payments

Agreed to or awarded Not awarded

Total, Supposed to receive payments In 108.
Characteristic

,Id ratTotal Received payment waive payments

Stand- Stand- Stand Stand- Stand- Stand
Est- and Esti- and Esti- and Est- rd Esti- and Est- and

mate error mats error mate error mate error mate error nate error

WOMEN WITH INCOMES BELOW
THE POVERTY LEVEL IN 191S
Con.

Typo of Income In 1913

With earnIrgs 1 215 124 572 55 456 76 297 62 159 45 644 91
With other incomei 550 105 460 77 400 72 207 62 107 37 390 71

%filth_ govenvnent transfer payments' 551 64 227 54 168 49 102 36 86 33 324 64
Pude assistance income 466 77 183 48 152 44 73 70 32 255 60

Aid to families with dd. chladren 433 74 174 47 149 44 70 (B) 79 32 258 SS
Other governmerd transfer
payments 126 40 60 (B) 55 (1 40 (B) 15

11111

55 (r2_1
With other unearned income 406 72 266 56 239 203 51 36 t40 42

simony 41 (67B) 35 (B) 35 35 7 (116
WithouWItht other income 356 112 35 52 (B) (X) 1)°,1 52 B 244

Wonout earnings' 1 562 141 558 84 440 76 206 62 151 44 1 024 114
With government transfer payments9 1 253 126 390 71 322 64 212 52 110 38 662 105

Public usistance income 1 155 121 353 67 204 61 105 50 100 36 602 101
Aid te families with dep. children 1 002 118 342 66 236 60 189 40 97 35 750 9$

Other government transfer payments 185 49 70 (B) 52 (B) 27 (B) 25 115 3i
With other unewned income

With dmony
329

26
65
(B)

215
22

52
;2)

1d3
2C (B)

167
20 (8)

15
if13

114
4

38
(B)

Tenor*

Owner occupied 573 65 307 01 56 175 47 66 (E) 265 58
Renter occOed 2 174 1B) 101 641 90 400 7) 5e 1 373 132
Ocadler paid no cash rent 50 (B) 21 (B) 21 (B) 20 (B) 1 (B) 29 (E)

'Includes a small number of women who were not supposed to receive payments In 1981..
'Remarried woman whose previous marriage *Jed in divorce.
'Widowed woman *hose previous marriage ended In chorea.
'Women of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
lExCludes never-married women.
'Excludes women whose Virgin job wu In the Armed Forces.
'Detail does not add to total budge some women have more than one or none of the types of income specified.
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Table 2. Child Support Award StatusInclusion of Health Insurance in Award and Reason for
Non-Award, by Selected Characteristics of All Women and Women With Incomes
Below the Poverty Level in 1985

(Numbers In thousand& Woman with own children under 21 years of age present from absent lamas as of wing 1986 For moaning of symbols, ass text)

Characteristic

Total

Awarded Nut awarded

Total

Health
insurance
Included

Health
insurance

not
included Total

Reason for non-award

Final
agree-
merit

pending

Propeny
settle-
mint

In OW

Joint
custody
granted

Did not
want child

support

Wanted award but

Unable
to

locate
tatter

Unable
to

establish
paternity

Some
other

reason

ALL WOMEN

Total
Standard error

Current Marital Status

Married,
Separated
Divorced
Widows&
New married

Rico and Hispanic Origin

White
Black
Hispanic 36;03

Metropolitan-Nonmstropolitan
Residence

Inside metropolitan areas
(made central ales
Outside central cities

Outside metropolitan areas

Region

*stun
Midwest
Soul,"
West

Age

181129 years
30 lo 39 years
40 years and over

!Sumba of Own Children Present
From an Absent Father

One child
Two children
Throe children
Four children or more

Yours of School Completed

Less than 12 years
High school* 4 years
Coln*: 1 to 3 years

4 y ears or more

Year of Divert* or Ssparadon4

1980 and later
1975 lo 1979
19701)1974
Before 1970

Work Experlance In 1985

Worked
Worked at full-tlme jobs

SO to S2 4.00ks .
Worked at part -time Jobe

Did not work

8

2
1

3

2

6
2

6
3
3
1

1

2
3
1

2
3
2

4
2

2
4
1

3
1

6
4
3
1

2

008
218

322
363
045
69

009

341
310
813

982
576
406
825

651
251
222
684

887
614
307

607
879
867
456

230
176
653
748

805
635
886
473

244
787
395
457
563

5 396
174

1 904
587

2 492
43

370

4 476
839
342

4 215
1 763
2 432
1 181

873
1 424
1 975
1 124

1 288
2 547
1 561

2 783
1 953

502
159

1 009
2 645
1 169

573

2 784
1 243

690
309

4 255
3 301
2 455

154
1 .41

2

1

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

I

402
118

818
224
255
15
9'

167
214

86

881
665
217
520

368
811
795
428

501
142
758

161
935
224

81

343
207
539
312

389
572
259

91

973
516
148
458
428

2 995
132

1 086
363

1 237
29

280

2 309
625
256

2 334
1 119
1 216

661

505
613

1 180
697

787
1 405

803

1 621
1 018

278
78

666
1 438

630
261

1 395
671
431
218

2 282
1 785
1 306

497
713

3 411
140

418
776
553
26

1 639

1 865
1 471

471

2 767
1 793

974
645

778
827

1 246
560

1 599
1 066

746

1 824
926
364
297

1 221
1 531

484
175

1 021
392
196
164

1 989
1 486

941
503

1 422

329
44

16
195
20

98

234
88
49

248
144
104

81

87
100
108
34

233
70
26

194
87
20
27

111
154
50
15

203
20
3
5

218
151

74
67

111

68
(B)

20
11
33
4

64
4

10

51
16
35
17

a
13
34
12

15
53

42
21

5

19
32

7
10

36
8

14
10

44
33
23
11
24

103
25

39
15
36

14

94
9
3

83
42
42
20

17
16
38
32

34
55
14

56
32
13

3

24
50
21

9

58
18
10

4

68
62
48

6
35

1 257
86

186
153
217

10
692

710
506
148

994
602
392
263

266
272
462
257

565
437
256

734
316
110
98

376
623
172

86

265
148
69
84

836
653
440
183
421

1 075
80

86
290
153

8
538

456
598
183

941
687
254
134

291
262
387
134

454
331
289

493
297
169
116

469
428
134
43

301
132
60
44

508
359
226
148
567

109
26

6

18

85

31
75

5

83
62
20
26

10
28
62

9

54
39
16

53
34
14

8

53
39
17

16

3
5

52
34
19
17
58

470
53

65
112
76
4

213

275
192

72

366
240
126
104

97
136
155
82

258
120
92

253
140
33
44

169
205

84
12

141
66
38
12

263
193
110
70

207
See footnotes at and of table.
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Table 2. Child Support Award StatusInclusion of Health Insurance in Award and Reason for
Non-Award, by Selected Characteristics of All Women and Women With Incomes
Below the Poverty Level in 1985Con.

(Numbers k lhovsanda Women with own children under 21 yaws of age present tom absent fathers as of spring 1986 For meaning of symbols. sae text)

Character Istic

Total

Awarded Not awarded

Total

Hes. Ilh
insurance

induled

Health
insurance

no1
included Total

Reason for norsaw wd

Final
woo-
mint

paneling

Proporty
settle-
mint

in Ileu

Joint
custody
granted

Did not
want child

support

Wanted award but-

Unable
to

locale
father

Unable
to

istabish
paternity

Some
aim

mason

ALL WOMENCon.

Work Experience Before or at
11Ine of Separation's

Welted cluing 5 years bear. or at time of
separation 5 424 4 086 1 878 2 209 1 337 176 60 74 452 372 19 184
Worked at gnu of separation 4 037 3 071 1 465 1 606 966 122 56 61 355 231 9 131

Worked al full4ime jobs 3 196 2 421 1 120 1 301 775 84 47 47 306 189 9 93
Worked at part4ime lobe 841 650 345 305 191 36 9 14 49 43 - 38

Did not work at lime of separation 2 762 1 956 847 1 109 806 109 12 28 210 305 15 126
Did not work durIrc 5 yews beers or a1
Ime of separatbn 1 375 940 434 506 435 55 a 15 114 165 5 74

Occupation Group of Longest Job
In 1985

Totals 6 243 4 255 1 973 2 282 1 988 218 44 68 835 508 52 263
Managerial and professional specialty

1 196 895 469 426 302 20 10 22 138 78 2 32
T=gc,Inssalos, and administrative

2 672 1 038 925 1 012 734 91 9 24 316 178 8 108=occupations
occupations 1 430 639 344 495 591 69 22 5 226 159 28 82

Farming trolley. ono "sting
occupadons 48 32 12 20 16 - - 3 6 4 - 2

Precision production. craft, and repair
occupallona 188 114 51 63 74 2 - 5 51 6 - 10

Operators, fabncators, and laborws 709 439 172 267 271 36 4 9 97 83 14 28

Income In 1985

Without income 433 166 43 123 267 37 2 14 97 69 12 34
With income 8 375 5 230 2 359 2 871 3 144 292 66 89 1 160 1 005 97 436

$1 to $999 or loss 405 228 86 143 176 16 4 7 76 46 6 21
$1.00010 $1,999 394 207 78 179 187 27 - 4 62 60 11 23
$2,00010 $2,999 581 257 100 157 324 31 5 2 104 118 14 50
$3,00010 $3.999 556 23:. 86 149 321 30 3 2 103 114 10 59
$4.00010 $5,999 1 074 451 160 291 623 60 13 8 175 254 23 92
$14.00010 $7,999 863 534 230 304 349 24 3 7 118 127 12 57
Wawa $9,999 576 333 157 176 243 25 6 9 106 63 - 34
$10.00010 $iting 521 363 161 202 158 19 8 12 51 45 11 13
S12.00010 $14.099 819 632 275 357 187 11 a 6 69 45 7 41
$15.000 and over 2 566 1 990 1 027 963 ..,76 50 14 33 294 136 3 47

Median income dollars 9 024 12 025 13 166 10 858 5 811 5 439 B 10 943 7 000 5 304 4 658 5 411
Standard error dollars.. 264 274 425 441 150 476 B 1 687 479 20 730 379

Moan Income dollars.. 11 668 13 466 14 331 12 754 8 677 8 040 B 13 763 9 654 7 561 5 647 7 522
Standard wror dollars.. 188 241 349 332 79 760 B 2 142 449 376 750 560

Type of Income In 1985

Wan awnings 6 222 4 238 1 969 2 269 1 984 218 44 68 633 507 52 263
With other Income 4 876 3 699 1 788 1 911 1 178 128 29 49 492 308 23 148

With govommont transfer payments,' .... ...... 1 260 703 284 420 557 63 3 9 226 168 17 71
Pubic assistance income 667 308 113 194 360 54 3 5 113 128 12 45

Aid to families with dap children 607 282 102 160 325 48 3 5 104 114 8 43
Other government trans*
paymants 655 433 189 243 222 14 - 4 121 49 5 29

Wit otter unearned income 3 889 3 124 1 591 1 534 765 83 26 41 329 180 11 95
With alimony 228 191 144 47 37 5 2 2 13 11 - 4

Without other imam 1 345 539 182 357 806 90 15 19 341 198 28 115

Without rowninge 2 586 1 159 432 726 1 427 111 24 35 425 568 56 207
With government trans* payments* 1 625 561 182 360 1 064 70 12 13 290 474 43 162

Pubic assistance Income 1 385 435 133 302 950 69 2 12 241 435 41 151
PM to familia, with dep. children 1 291 417 129 289 874 59 2 10 212 417 41 133

Gaiter government transfer payments 361 176 70 106 185 6 12 6 r0 70 5 26
With char uniramad Incom 803 565 274 312 217 12 10 9 70 70 6 32

With alimony 65 52 33 19 13 - 2 - - 5 - 6

Tenure

Owner accupIod 4 192 3 014 1 445 1 570 1 178 110 42 33 495 290 33 171
Renter occuplad 4 496 2 310 923 1 387 2 186 213 21 70 735 777 73 295
Occuoiw said no cash rant 120 72 34 38 48 6 5 - 26 7 4 -

Sea footnotes in and of table.
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Table 2. Child Support Award StatusInclusion of Health Insurance in Award and Reason for
Non-Award, by Selected Characteristics of All Women and Women With Incomes
Below the Poverty Level in 1985Con.

(Numbers In thousands. Women with own children under 21 years of ape present dem absent father as of spring 1986. For meaning of symbols, sea text)

Character lob

Total

Awarded Not awarded

Total

Health
Insurance

Inducted

Health
Insurance

not
Included Total

Reason for non -award

Final
agree-
mint

pending

Property
settle-
morn

In lieu

Joint
"ustody
granted

Old not
want child

support

Wanted award tort

Unable
to

locate
father

Unable
to

establish
paternity

Some
other

reason

WOMEN WITH INCOMES BELOW
THE POVERTY LEVEL IN 1925

Total 2 797 1 130 416 712 1 668 174 13 31 490 661 64 235Stsrdatd error 167 120 73 96 145 47 (B) (B) 79 92 (B) 55

Current Mental Status

Minted' 160 121 49 71 59 3 9 13 24 1 9Separated 646 221 63 158 425 113 3 3 60 168 58Diverted 795 572 252 320 223 7 9 12 67 ss 6 34Widowed' 16 9 9 9 2 3 3Never married 1 159 207 53 154 952 50 7 326 381 55 131

Rao* and Hispanic Origin

White t 569 767 343 439 782 115 12 22 245 245 23 120Black 1 100 322 65 257 866 53 1 9 242 409 41 114Hispanic °digit" 414 100 20 80 314 31 5 90 142 5 41

Mgreicliltsn-Nonmetropoiltan
os

Inside metropolitan area* 2 166 eat 269 515 1 363 126 8 29 369 581 46 185Inside central cities 1 543 505 155 350 1 038 90 2 12 276 489 36 132Wade central cites 624 299 134 165 325 36 6 17 113 91 9 52Outside metropolitan areas 631 32e 129 197 305 48 5 1 101 80 19 50

Region

Northeast 595 167 43 144 407 se 2 5 110 177 6 49Midwest 835 354 171 163 481 54 3 2 126 191 20 85Saudi 990 414 154 260 575 45 4 12 181 243 36 55Wert 378 174 50 125 204 16 3 12 73 50 3 45

AB.

18 b 29 yews 1 419 469 170 299 951 126 18 291 320 37 15730 b 39 years 920 485 199 286 435 31 1 12 128 192 23 4740 years and over 458 176 49 127 282 15 12 71 149 4 31

Number of Ov 71 Children Present
From an Absent Father

One child 1 185 476 176 302 707 92 7 14 210 261 30 93Two children 940 443 174 269 497 48 5 11 147 182 14 90Three children 400 149 44 105 252 12 2 74 132 12 19Four children or mare 272 60 24 36 212 22 3 60 86 8 33

Years of School Completed

Less thm 12 years 1 244 404 124 261 840 85 6 12 243 358 37 99Hist school: 4 years 1 188 529 213 315 660 74 7 13 204 236 18 107Go ego: 1 to 3 years 333 177 64 113 156 13 6 34 65 9 304 years or more 32 20 17 3 12 1 8 2

Year of Divorce or Separation's

1960 and later 1 077 609 264 345 466 112 6 15 91 172 6 6510751121979 312 166 68 118 127 9 3 4 29 60 221070Io 1974 133 82 20 62 51 4 17 20 10Befcre 1970 117 47 14 33 70 3 3 26 25 3 7

Work Experfenc In 1983

Worked 1 219 574 237 33d 645 97 8 13 207 203 19 97Worked at full-the jobs 679 307 119 188 372 48 1 9 126 121 9 5750 b 52 weeks 199 93 34 60 106 10 1 1 31 46 2 14Worked at parMinte lobs 540 267 117 150 2:3 40 7 S 81 82 10 40Did not work 1 578 555 181 374 1 023 76 5 17 263 456 46 138
Si. footnotes at and of table.

Lf
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Table 2. Child Support Award StatusInclusion of Health Insurance in Award and Reason for
Non-Award, by Selected Characteristics of All Women and Women With Incomes
Below the Poverty Level in 1985Con.

(Numbers In ihousands. Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1986. For meaning of symbols, seetext)

Awarded Not awarded

Reason .or nonaward

Character Ink
Wanted award but -

Health Final Property Unable Unable
Health Insurance agree- settle- Joint Did not to to Some

insurance not mint mint custody want child locate establish other
Total Total indizied Included Total pending In lieu granted support father paternity rerson

WOMEN WITH INCOMES BELOW
THE PtIVERTY LEVEL IN 1985
Con.

Work Expertanc Bea* or at
llma of Saparation4

Worked during 5 roan before or at time of
separation 1 141 687 279 408 454 86 8 13 113 166 6 63

Worked at time of separation 728 445 163 262 283 61 8 11 82 87 - 35

Worked at full-Urns jobs 511 312 126 185 200 34 5 7 64 67 - 24
Worked at pwt-time lobs 217 133 57 77 83 27 3 4 18 20 - 11

Old not work at time of separation 910 478 182 296 433 63 S 13 80 1,13 9 69

Did not work during 5 years before or at
Imo of separation 497 236 86 150 261 38 5 11 49 114 3 41

Occupation Group of Longest Job
In 1985

Totals 1 219 574 237 338 645 97 8 13 207 203 19 97

Managerial and professional specialty
occupations 81 48 26 22 33 4 - - 17 11 - 2

Technical, sales. and administrative
5=Cl°COON& 4
occuparons

383
531

202
242

90
97

112
145

181
289

28
44 8 2

36
97

63
97

-
13

47
29

Fanning, foresay. and fishing
occupations 20 10 4 6 10 - - 6 4 - -

Predsion production, craft, and repair
occupalicsis 32 11 4 7 20 - 17 1 - 2

Operamars, fabricelors, and laborers 172 61 15 46 111 22 34 28 6 18

Type of income In 1985

With earnings 1 215 572 237 335 644 97 8 13 207 202 19 97
With other Income. 859 460 196 264 399 58 4 10 132 134 4 59

With government transfer payments. 551 227 80 147 324 43 3 5 118 107 4 44
Pudic assistance income 468 163 64 118 285 40 3 5 92 100 4 40

Ald to families with dep. children 433 174 61 113 258 36 3 5 83 88 4 38
Other government transfer
payments 126 69 30 39 58 7 - 30 14 - 7

With other unearned Income 406 266 148 119 140 27 5 44 44 - 20

With simony 41 35 17 18 7 3 - 2 - - - 2
Without other Income 356 112 41 71 244 40 4 4 75 68 15 39

Nithout earnings' 1 b.2 558 181 377 1 024 76 5 17 283 459 46 138

With government transfer payments' 1 253 390 118 273 862 54 5 7 226 412 36 12C

Public assistance Income 1 155 353 110 243 802 53 2 7 205 387 34 114

Ald lo families with dep. children 1 092 342 108 234 750 45 2 7 179 376 34 107

Other government transfer payments 185 70 23 47 115 4 5 4 32 53 2 16

With other unearned ncome 3'9 213 86 129 114 6 3 4 36 42 6 16

With alimony 26 22 13 9 4 - - - - 4 - -

Tenure

Owner occupied 573 307 134 174 265 27 6 - 74 104 6 49

Renter occupied 2 174 801 273 529 1 373 142 7 31 401 550 57 186

Occups d no cash rent 50 21 12 9 29 5 - 16 6 2 -

'Remarried women Orose previous marriage ended In divorce.
IV/Wowed women whose previous marriage ended In divorce
3Women of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
'Excludes no. varnairled women.
'Excludes women whose longest Job ars In the Armed Forces.
'Detail does not add to total because some women have more than one or none of the types of income specrfied.
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Table 3. Receipt of Child Support Payments in 1985, by Selected Characteristics of All Women
and Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1985

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1966. For moving of symbols, see text)

Characteristic

Payments agreed to or awarded'
Payments not awarded

Received payments Did not receive payments

Number
(Thous )

Mean total
money income

Number
(Thous.)

Mean total
money Income

Mean income from
child support

Numoer
(Thous.)

Mean Iota'
money Income

Value
(Dol)

Standard
error

(Doi)
Value
(Doi)

Standard
error

(Doi)
Value
(Dol.)

Standard
error

(Dol.)
Value
(Dol.)

Standard
error

(Dol.)
ALL WOMEN

Total 3 243 14 776 310 2 215 61 1 138 10 837 495 3 411 7 998 266
Current Marital Status

Monier 970 13 512 601 1 966 d3 447 2 621 835 418 6 495 858Saturated 382 12 642 708 2 032 166 71 (B) (B) 776 9 065 730()homed
1 637 16 778 418 z 538 98 541 12 580 712 553 11 375 757

Widows. 23 (B) (B) (B1 (B) 7

S Ri 24B1
(8)Never married

231 9 675 1 256 1 147 146 72 1 639 6 246
Ram and Hispanic Origin

Whits
2 722 15 052 338 2 294 67 929 10 854 543 1 865 8 746 416Black 473 13 297 898 1 754 151 184 10 477 1 350 1 471 6 969 322Hispanic orders 192 11 505 1 226 2 011 327 90 9 430 1 819 471 6 308 662

ARIzZitan-Nonmetropoliten
co

Inside metropolitan areas 2 566 15 540 363 2 339 72 877 11 501 596 2 767 8 325 310Inside contral cites
1 059 14 407 544 2 206 110 402 12 625 984 1 793 7 484 305Outside central cities
1 507 16 337 463 2 431 95 475 10 550 712 974 9 874 671Outside metropolitan areas 677 11 881 639 1 748 118 262 8 615 935 645 6 593 545

Region

Northeast
575 15 030 673 2 419 119 126 11 477 1 431 776 6 350 427

Mkt vet
830 14 578 531 2 126 123 304 10 991 874 827 7 212 397

Sou..
1 200 13 797 520 2 135 101 389 9 717 792 1 246 7 666 517West

537 16 651 752 2 300 135 319 11 804 1 040 560 9 409 716

Age

181°29years 777 10 886 559 1 467 86 312 6 406 715 1 599 5 323 22230 lo 39 years
1 605 15 513 430 2 397 89 578 11 553 659 1 066 10 068 47640 years and over

861 16 913 640 2 552 130 249 14 730 1 239 746 10 770 824

Number of Own Children Present
From an Absent Father

One child
1 545 14 151 456 1 679 61 601 11 367 C'4 1 822 8 4E 35..Two chedren
1 289 15 269 497 2 597 104 370 11 327 954 928 7 567 406Three children 306 ''' - ."-^ 982 ? 800 239 120 6 515 866 364 8 287 1 325Four children or more 103 13 544 1 064 3 739 615 47 (B) (B) 297 6 151 563

Yews of School Compisled

Elementary: 0 to 8 years 113 9 114 1 224 1 943 262 67 (B) (B) 375 4 685 360High school: 1 to 3 years 390 9 152 833 1 804 163 180 6 431 744 846 4 941 2974 years
1 600 13 577 368 2 040 77 552 9 736 618 1 531 7 942 338

006e9e. 1 to 3 years 748 17 014 677 2 447 137 255 14 245 1 067 484 10 823 7154 years or more 391 22 639 1 013 2 978 217 85 22 880 2 454 175 22 567 2 596
Y. of Divorce or Separation'

lass and later
1 911 15 344 390 2 505 87 519 10 242 676 1 021 10 066 665

19751° 1979 716 15 555 653 2 093 111 327 11 719 1 078 392 9 285 746
19701°1974

282 14 017 1 085 1 492 101 174 13 283 1 230 196 10 563 1 318
Before 1970

103 12 370 1 941 2 078 313 46 (B) (B) 164 6 490 751

Inclusion of Health insurance In
Award

Hea/th Insurance Included
Herdth Insurance not Included

1

1

706
536

15
13

531
938

909
979

2 619
1 768

196
160

341
797

10
10

474
993

1

1

752
324 % 1)1

(x)
,x1

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 3. Receipt of Child Support Payments in 1985, by Selected Ch- racteristics of All Women
and Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1985Con.

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1986. For meaning of symbols. see tsar)

Payments agreed to or awarded' Payments not awarded

Raceiv4J payments Old not receive payment;
Mean total

Characteristic Mean lotsl Mean Intorno from Mean t 41 money Income
money boom child support money Income

Standard Stendard Standard Standard
Number Value ewer Value error Number Value error Number Value error
(Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Thou.) (Dol.) (Dot) (Thous.) (Dol.) (Dol.)

ALL WOMENCon.

Work Expodonso In 1985

waked 2 646 18 972 337 2 277 68 870 13 298 570 1 989 11 331 404
Worked at fulkime lobs 2 129 IS 798 374 2 283 74 831 15 945 875 1 486 13 391 494

50 b 52 weeks 1 631 20 231 398 2 315 85 447 18 502 815 941 18 283 530
49 weeks or less 498 14 107 835 2 177 153 164 9 724 780 546 8 404 884

Worked at parMirne Jobs 515 9 427 448 2 250 181 239 8 296 594 503 5 242 378
5019 52 weeks 223 11 012 540 2 241 237 02 8 271 803 141 7 642 834
49 weeks or less 293 8 221 891 2 257 219 147 5 064 779 382 4 304 383

Did not work 598 5 063 288 1 944 137 268 2 853 364 1 422 3 337 123

Work Experience lifer, or st Hint!
of Separations

Worked during 5 years before or at lime of
2 443 15 787 357 2 210 88 888 11 420 583 1 337 11 041 565separation

Worked at Int of separation 1 878 18 800 403 2 220 73 838 12 138 725 968 12 431 713
Worked at bilAirne lobs 1 455 17 028 469 2 188 80 515 12 723 835 775 13 183 843
Worked at pan-dme Jobs 423 15 128 764 2 406 175 121 9 631 1 308 191 9 384 1 085

Did not work at lime doff sad itan 1 134 12 795 400 2 428 117 430 9 680 702 808 8 245 418
Old not work during 5 years Wore or at
liner of separaltn 589 12 508 655 2 874 179 180 9 746 1 113 435 5 242 408

Occupation Group of Longest Job
In 1985

Totals 2 645 18 972 337 2 277 68 870 13 298 570 1 988 11 314 403
ManeprIal and professional specie/1y

593 22 994 909 2 838 173 166 20 594 1 654 302 20 544 1 707
T=1;:lee. and askrinistralive r pport
occupations 1 288 18 981 395 2 246 87 332 13 905 854 734 12 163 588

Service occupations 454 10 782 592 1 930 163 222 7 808 702 591 6 424 302
Fanning. !bosky, end fishing occtbations 19 (B) (B) (B) (B) 5 (B) (B) 18 (B) (B)
Precision production. craft, and reps/
occupations 68 (8) (6) (81 (8) 25 (8) (El) 74 (g) (8)

Operators. fabricator,. and laborers 245 14 374 865 1 867 19a 121 10 75z 034 271 10 349 666

Typo of Income In 19PS

With 'arts's 2 639 17 007 336 2 279 68 865 13 381 571 1 964 11 358 404
With other 1.1comil 2 639 17 007 336 2 279 68 577 14 654 720 1 178 12 466 610

Wit government transfer payments! 391 12 871 858 1 932 150 185 10 638 871 557 7 959 477
Public assistance Income 154 8 775 661 1 579 197 106 6 908 639 380 5 258 368

Aid to families with dep. children 135 8 252 700 1 41, 187 105 6 918 645 325 5 199 393
Other government transfer
payments 260 15 098 1 176 2 165 194 90 14 283 1 157 222 12 278 867

With other unearned income 2 238 17 795 372 2 372 75 466 16 212 834 765 15 583 853
With alimony 181 18 807 1 423 3 388 377 4 (B) (8) 37 (B) (8)

Without other Income (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) 287 10 823 873 808 9 746 42e

Without owning.? 604 5 028 286 1 935 136 274 2 798 359 1 427 3 327 123
WO government transfer payments! 301 8 538 357 1 831 222 142 4 545 392 1 064 4 275 110

Pubic &ulster:. income 240 5 797 301 1 454 203 119 4 235 317 950 4 158 115
Aid to faroilles with dep. children 230 5 788 312 1 458 211 114 4 307 327 874 4 154 121

Dew government transfix payments 82 8 688 907 2 855 538 40 (8) (8) 185 5 347 392
Wit other unearned Income 396 5 048 383 1 923 143 76 3 394 893 217 4 039 401

Wit alimony . 45 (B) (B) (B) (B) 2 (B) (B) 13 (B) (B)

Tenure

OWN( OCCUpled 1 788 16 336 434 2 460 86 614 12 555 752 1 178 9 547 591
Renter omipled 1 412 12 978 433 1 926 85 510 8 816 -42 2 186 7 247 257
Occueler risM no CAIll. rent 43 181 (81 (81 181 14 (81 (Ell 48 (B) (BI

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 3. Receipt of Child Support Payments in 1985, by Selected Characteristics of All Women
and Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1985con.

(Women with own children under 21 years of ago present from absent fathers as of spring 1966. Formewing of symhs*.s, see text)

Payments agreed to or awarded' Payments not awarded

Received payments Did not receive payments
Mean total

Characteristic Mean total Mean Income from Mean total money Income
money income thud support money Income

Standard Standard Standard StandardNumber Value error Value error Number Value error Number Value error(Thous.) (Doi) ) (Doi ) (Dol.) (Dot) (Thou) (Dol) ) (Dol.) (Thous.) (Doi) (Dol.)

WOMEN Wf114 INCOMES BELOW
THE POVERTY LEVEL IN 1985

Total 595 5 130 350 1 383 180 310 4 587 630 1 668 3 926 211

Current Marital Statue

Morrie 50 (B) (B) (B) (B) 31Separated
Divorced 301 5 295

116 4 994
460 1 522
835 1 503 414

268 198 5 012
131

1491
B

68
1131B 425 4 335

223 4 146

59 (B) Zii
610Widowed', 4 (B) (B) (B) (B) 9 (B) (B)New married 123 5 450 709 900 295 40 }B) }13El ) 952 3 770 254

Race and Hispanic Origin

White 411 5 005 4213 1 463 231 221 4 563 725 782 3 969 343Black . . 174 5 403 611 1 085 237 83 4 534 1 152 8613 3 900 260Hispanic origin' 43 (B) (B) (B) (B) 31 (B) (B) 314 4 266 526

Aff*
181324 years 241 4 553 537 963 232 125 3 943 e53 951 3 595 25230 to 38 years 258 5 634 531 1 674 296 147 4 973 955 435 4 499 43340 years and over 96 4 473 817 1 649 413 36 (B) (B) 282 4 160 591

Years of School Completed

Elementary: 0 to 8 years 45 (B) (B) (B) (B) 36 (B) (B) 275 3 772 574Hugh school: 1 to 3 years 148 5 017 606 1 251 356 76 4 307 1 1135 564 3 530 3344 years 299 5 072 523 1 319 247 138 4 760 688 660 4 149 320College: 1 to 3 years 94 5 393 833 1 661 480 554 years or more 8 (B) (B) (B) (B) 5 ill ILI
156 455 809
12 (B) 031

Number of Own Children Present
From an Absent Father

One child 236 4 531 513 1 112 234 122 3 606 1 041 707 3 336 291Two children 247 5 004 536 1 580 289 115 5 093 943 497 4 131 369Three children
Four cHldren Of more 41

70 (B)
(B) M(B) M(B) rlB 55

113

m
0

'Et)
iB)

252 329
212 4 937

550
706

'Secludes a small number of women who were awarded payments but were no supposed to receive them In 1966.
2Renwried women whose provtous marriage ended In chyme.
VillOOMICI women whose prOVIOLS marriage ended In divorce.
',Women of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
sExcludes never-married women.
'Excludes women whose longest lob was In the Armed Forces.
'Detail does not add to total because some women have more than one or none of the types of Income specified.
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Table 4. Amount of Child Support Payments Received in 1985, by Selected Characteristics of
Women

(Numb.. In thousands. Women with own children under 21 yews of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1906 For mewing of symbols. see text)

Did

Received payments In 1985

Amoun of payment received In 1985

Characteristic Total
not
re-

Median Income Mean mom

due Wye
Par Pri- Stand- Stand-

mints 'rents $1 $500 $1.000 $1,500 $2.000 $3.000 $5.000 $7.000 and and

In In to to to to lo to to and Value error Value error
1985 1985 Total $499 $999 $1,499 $1,999 $2,999 $4,999 $6,999 over (Dol.) (Dol.) (Del) ) (Dol.)

Total 4 381 1 138 3 243 473 473 491 404 577 547 162 114 1 727 59 2 215 61

Standard error 158 82 137 53 53 54 49 59 57 31 26 (X) (X) (X) (X)

Currant Marital Status

Menisci' 1 416 447 970 150 125 175 128 178 149 54 9 1 634 101 1 966 63
Separated 453 71 382 51 96 25 52 76 59 11 12 1 687 156 2 082 166

Dlwrced 2 179 541 1 637 182 204 247 207 300 318 92 68 1 949 87 2 538 es
Widowed2 30 7 23 3 1 2 7 7 3 (B) (B) (B)

Now minted 303 72 231 87 48 41 18 17 13 2 4 791 131 1 147 1(B)4$

Race and Hispanic Origin

White 3 651 929 2 722 380 365 389 337 530 472 144 105 1 837 64 2 294 67

Black 657 184 47.3 92 101 90 61 37 68 17 7 1 243 107 1 754 151

Hispanic origna 282 90 192 40 22 39 17 32 25 15 2 1 434 297 2 011 327

filetropolhan-
NonmWropolitan Residence

Inside metropolitan areas 3 442 877 2 566 338 341 411 298 482 4... 134 109 1 823 71 2 339 72

Insider central citlos 1 460 402 1 059 160 169 173 112 183 168 48 47 1 623 121 2 206 110

Outside central cities 1 982 475 1 507 178 172 238 186 299 285 86 63 1 944 91 2 431 95

Outside metropolitan areas 939 262 677 135 132 80 106 96 94 28 5 1 4.43 152 1 748 118

Region

Northeast 701 126 575 68 64 85 67 119 109 40 24 2 035 139 2 419 119

Midwest 1 134 304 8.30 174 120 108 75 163 112 44 34 1 591 144 2 126 123

South 1 589 389 1 200 152 220 205 158 177 201 55 33 1 576 91 2 135 101

West 956 319 637 80 70 94 104 118 125 23 23 1 858 104 2 300 135

AV
1s b 29 years 1 089 312 777 228 114 114 124 101 76 16 4 1 204 102 1 467 es
3010 39 years 2 182 578 1 605 161 245 239 200 299 302 89 69 1 895 83 2 397 89
40 years and our 1 110 249 861 85 114 138 81 177 168 57 40 2 068 141 2 552 130

Number of Own Children
Present From an Absent
Father

One chNd 2 146 601 1 545 278 277 286 225 239 195 31 14 1 381 57 1 679 61

Two children 1 659 370 1 289 152 137 140 143 292 284 85 56 2 249 102 2 597 104

Three children 426 120 306 34 41 45 35 41 49 32 28 1 959 265 2 BOO 239

Four children or more 150 47 103 10 17 20 2 5 19 13 17 2 488 1 114 3 739 815

Years of School Completed

Elementary: 0 b 0 years 181 67 113 20 23 13 11 16 17 10 1 523 366 1 943 262

HO school: 1 es 3 years 570 180 390 93 62 44 54 56 28 25 8 1 221 185 1 804 163

4 years 2 152 552 1 600 257 213 262 202 302 273 59 33 1 669 83 2 040 77

College: 1 to 3 years 1 003 255 748 78 108 134 84 127 129 46 41 1 825 136 2 447 137

4 yews or more 476 85 391 26 47 38 54 74 100 22 32 2 428 224 2 970 217

Year of Divorce or
Separation

1900 and later 2 430 519 1 911 238 252 236 247 353 363 131 91 1 967 82 2 505 87

19751D 1979 1 043 327 716 79 103 124 114 129 132 16 18 1 724 97 2 093 111

1970 lo 1974 456 174 282 46 54 73 23 60 23 2 1 276 96 1 492 101

Before 1970 149 46 103 23 16 17 3 18 15 1t 1 392 468 2 078 313

SO* footnotes at end of table
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Table 4. Amount of Child Support Payments Received in 1985, by Selected Characteristics ofWomen Con.
(Numbers in thousands. Woman with own children under21 yaws of age present from absent fathers u of spring 1966 For moaning of symbols. see text)

Received payments In 1916

Amount of payment received In 1965
Characteristic

Total

Old
not
re- Median Income Mean Incomedue calveinv4

martial $1 $S00 11.000 61500 82.000 83.000 $5.000 11.000
Stand

and
Stand-

ardIn In to to to io to to b and Value error Value errs1965 1966 Total $499 $999 $1499 $1,999 $2.901 $4,999 $5,999 over (Doi) ) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.)Inclusion of Health Insurance
In Award

Health Insurance Induckid 2 047 341 1 700 143 213 231 213 340 364 115 79 2 153 90 2 619 01
Has.' Insurance not Included 2 333 797 1 536 331 260 260 192 230 163 47 36 1 341 63 1 705 75
Type of Arrangement

Courbordere d paym 2 761 921 1 630 332 304 260 227 295 273 74 56 1 525 74 2 022 77
V oluntary written ag manta o ther
We 1 630 217 1 412 142 169 223 171 262 274 66 56 1 956 96 2 466 90

Method of Payments

Directly from child's father 2 280 557 1 699 178 205 244 217 337 354 93 71 2 017 92 2 416 65
Through a court or public agency 2 027 536 1 490 267 265 245 162 234 164 66 26 1 394 65 1 615 75
By some other method cc 14 54 a 4 2 5 1 10 3 16 (B) (B) (B) (B)
Receipt of Payments

Regular* 2 336 2 336 92 212 361 322 536 523 156 112 2 301 75 2 756 74
OcrAsionally 545 545 111 160 101 82 41 24 4 2 950 56 1 143 65
Seldom 364 X 30? 271 62 9

334 20 333 24
Never 1 135 1 13 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)
Men Reason for Irregular
Payments

CNItts father refused to pay 1 145 701 444 211 131 45 30 20 7 542 62 691 53
Unable to locate child's father 211 179 33 23 6 3

(B591 I (?)
(NI

AI other reasons 376 167 211 94 66 20 24 1 6 7 3
Bid not know 312 92 220 54 50 42 27 21 11 2 969 119 1 169 130
Work Experience In 1985

Worked 3 515 870 2 645 349 370 411 331 477 472 142 93 1 791 65 2 277 65
Worked at full-time (ob. 2 761 631 2 129 250 315 326 278 393 366 103 77 1 810 69 2 263 74

50 to 52 weeks 2 079 447 1 631 173 234 255 220 307 303 62 55 1 651 77 2 315 55
49 weeks or less 662 164 496 76 82 73 se 65 83 22 19 1 655 156 2 177 153

Worked at part-time ON 754 239 515 99 55 83 53 54 65 39 16 1 693 177 . 250 161
50 to 52 weeks 314 92 223 44 15 45 13 43 46 10 7 1 014 363 2 241 237
49 WNW or less 440 147 293 56 40 36 41 41 39 29 9 1 655 176 2 257 219

Did not Walk 666 268 596 124 103 60 73 100 75 20 21 1 444 130 1 944 137
Work Experience Before or at
Time of Separadon4

Worked during 5 years before or at
lime of septmallon 3 325 880 2 443 307 335 404 327 457 415 123 73 1 766 63 2 210 66
Worked at Ime of separation 2 514 636 1 876 219 241 323 255 366 312 97 55 1 793 71 2 220 73

Workad at full-Irne )oba 1 970 515 1 455 160 197 260 212 250 241 65 39 1 755 75 2 166 60
Worked at pert 1914 lobe 544 121 423 59 50 63 42 67 71 32 20 1 969 201 2 406 175

Did not work at 11rne of separation 1 564 430 1 134 167 175 127 132 104 222 63 51 1 662 106 2 426 117
Did not work during S years before or
al time of separeon 749 180 500 79 69 46 59 104 119 36 37 2 006 185 2 674 170

Occupation Group of Longest
Job In 1981

Totals 3 515 570 2 645 349 370 411 331 477 /'2 142 93 1 791 65 2 277 68
Man lid and professional

arty
Techried, nand adnitionsnistrativesales,

fi=flocc4pations
oocupalons

759

1 595
675

166

332
222

593

1 266
454

37

145
99

65

157
85

94

215
57

72

164
57

112

242
61

131

251
61

37

55
27

44

37
5

2 245

1 652
1 377

160

90
155

263$

2 246
1 930

173

67
163

Fanning, beady. and fishing
fta9a6cine 24 5 19 5 3 6 3 3 (B) (B) (B) (8)

Predgon producifon, craft, and repair
occupelons 9 3 25 as I I 17 5 7 17 7 (a) (B) (131 (a)

Dowers, fabricators. and laborers 365 121 245 56 41 33 26 43 26 16 4 1 360 210 1 007 196See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 4. Amount of Child Support Payments Received in 1985, by Selected Characteristics of
Women con.

(Numbers In thousands Woman with PVT chiden under 21 years of ago present from absent fathers as of tpring 1986 For mewing of symbols. sin text)

Received payments In 1985

Amount of payment received In .985

Charactwistic Total

Did
not
re-

Median income Moan income

due c.eive
Pay- Pay-

Stand. St....nd

merits merits 81 8500 81000 81.500 82.000 83.000 85.000 67.000 and and

In In to to to to to to to and Value error Value error

1985 1985 Total 8499 8999 81,499 81.999 82.999 84,999 86.999 over (Doi.) (Doe) ) (Doi ) (Doi )

Introits* In 1985

WIthpirt hums 77 77 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)
()5V

(X) (X)

With 4 304 1 061 3 243 473 473 491 404 577 547 162 114 1 727 2 215 6f

81 riam9.9 or loss 156 78 78 32 42 2 - 2 6110 89 626 113

$1.000b$1.999. 146 48 98 20 16 38 24 1 169 109 1 064 85

82.000 15 82.999 219 57 162 50 13 13 24 61 1 594 276 1 357 125

83,000 to 13.999 178 65 113 31 21 4 14 21 22 1 504 464 1 561 190

84,00015 85.999 338 100 237 45 68 51 24 22 20 6 1 053 116 1 417 136

86.000 10 67.055 447 146 301 66 50 50 42 43 43 8 1 351 144 1 617 126

88.00010 69.999 264 60 204 32 35 22 28 43 27 9 5 1 674 218 1 946 195

810.000 to 611.999 289 SS 230 47 23 31 36 37 36 19 1 1 700 175 2 070 106

812.00310 814,999 522 136 386 43 ea 73 42 74 7S 21 15 1 901 199 2 375 180

815.00010 524.999 1 202 213 989 78 130 134 131 191 210 65 50 2 116 134 2 602 117

825.000end over 542 99 443 28 28 74 39 85 112 34 43 2 610 206 3 263 220

Median income
Standard error

dollars..
dollars..

12 543
271

9 214
905

13 356
365

7 753
708

9 :Al
1 039

13 254
741

12 503
". ..)54

14 397
631

16 218
558

16 479
1 032

20 761
2 179

X
X

Mean income
Standard error

dollars..
dollars..

14 000
268

11 626
508

14 776
310

9 951
643

11 379
639

14 496
725

14 210
897

15 347
676

18 367
795

19 470
1 478

25 330
2 172

XI 51
X

Typo of Income In 1145

With earnIngs 3 504 865 2 639 349 411 328 477 472 142 93 1 7, 65 2 27; 68

With other kicorneo 3 216 577 2 639 349 411 328 477 472 142 93 1 794 65 2 279 68

With government transfer
paymente 576 185 391 92 50 46 41 70 68 19 7 1 602 194 1 032 150

Public assistance income 260 106 154 52 20 18 10 20 30 3 1 144 277 1 579 197

Aid to families with dep.
children 239 105 135 47 19 16 10 20 22 1 1 041 243 1 411 87

Olher government transfer
payments 350 90 260 47 30 30 31 53 47 15 7 1 874 224 2 165 194

With of unearned income 2 704 466 2 23! 257 281 361 298 409 427 120 87 1 870 66 2 372 76

With drnoriy 185 4 181 15 16 22 12 35 45 20 16 2 742 3.35 3 386 377

Without other income 287 287 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)

Without earnings, 877 274 604 124 106 80 76 100 75 20 21 1 444 129 1 935 136

With government transfer
paymen4s/I 444 142 301 87 54 47 31 28 27 15 12 1 106 151 1 631 222

Public assistant income 359 119 240 84 44 34 26 24 14 8 6 907 154 1 454 203

Aid to families with dep.
children 344 114 230 84 40 31 26 21 14 8 6 887 164 1 458 211

Other government transfer
payments 121 40 62 5 18 16 9 4 17 7 6 1 603 425 2 655 538

Wllh othw unearned Inca"' 4'2 76 396 7ri 54 51 63 70 59 9 11 1 608 134 1 023 143

With alimony 48 2 45 2 13 6 20 3 . (B) (a) (B) (B)

Tenure

Owner occupied 2 402 614 1 788 205 217 268 235 320 343 123 77 1 934 77 2 460 86

Renter occupied 1 922 510 1 417 257 247 218 167 249 20u 36 37 t 462 77 1 923 85

Occupon paid no cash rent 57 14 4:1 11 10 5 2 9 4 3 (B) (B) (B) (B)

'Remarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce.
?Widowed won» ass previous marriage ended in divorce.
'Women of Hispanic origin may be of any race
iExcludes never-married women.
sExcludes women whose longest lob was In the Armed Forces
'Detail does not add to total because so. women h.vir more than one or none of the types of income spectfted.
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Table 5. Amount of Child Support Payments Received in 1985, by Total Family Money Income
in 1985 and Type of Family

(Numbers In thousands Families having women with own chlIrlan under 21 years of ape present from absent fathers as of swing 1966. For meaning of symbols, see text)

Charectwts6c
Total
due
Pay-

In
1965

Dld
not
18-

cove
Pat

mints
in

1985

Received payments In 1985

Total

Amount of p. int received In 1965

$1
to

8499

$500
to

$999

$1,000
to

61.499

81,500
to

$1,999

$2,000
to

$2,999

83.000
to

84,999

$5,000
to

$6.999

$7,000
and

over

Median Income Mean Income

Value
(Dol)

Stand-
aid

error
(Doi)

Value
(Dal))

Stmoms

MO(
(001.)

ALL FAMILIES

Total 'wily Income In %IS

Total
Sta82.000ndard error

Under
82,000 93 $3,999
$4,00010 15.999
86.000 to $7,999
t8.000 0 89,999
910,000 to 911.999
912.00010 $14,990
915.00010 124,999
925,00013929,999
930.00013 $34.999
$35,000 and over

Media/181801M
Stamford error

Mean Income
Standard *nor

Inc. per fam. member
Standard error

Child Support se a Percent of
Family bleats*

Lem than 10 percent
101319 percent
20 to 29 percent
3010 39 percent
40 10 percnt69 e
7010 100 percent

FAMILIES WITH FEMALE
HOUSEHOLDER, NO HUSBAND
PRESENT

Total Family Income In 1985

Total
Standard error

Under 82.000
82,000 to $3.999
84,900 to $5,999
$6,00013 97.999
88,900 u $9,999
910,00010911,999
812.00019 $14,999
915.000 to 824.999
$25.000 Ss $29,999
$30,000 to 934.999
$35,000 and over

Median income
Standard error

Mew Income
Standard IffrOf

Inc. per fam. member
Standard error

Child Support as a Percent of
Family (neat*

Less than 10 percent
10 to 19 percent
20 to 29 percent
3013 39 percent
40 to 69 percent
70 to inn oorceM

ds'IP:s..
dollars..
dollars..
dollars..
dollars..
dollars..

dollars..
dollars..
dears..
do, ant
dollars..
dollars..

4 360
100
69

172
200
313
187
228
313

1 116
350
310

1 101

20 030
502

24 167
534

7 469
215

3 038
714
288
104
155
60

2 744
80
65

170
183
295
160
185
249
817
223
163
235

15 430
285

17 745
406

5 818
197

I 583
593
266

98
'45
6t,

1 127
51
32
64
56
97
60
45
93

232
63
66

29%

18 826
1 093

25 522
1 200
6 865

,27

1 127

X

621
38
28
64
53
87
50
24
70

125
41
30
49

12 128
1 113

15 118
779

4 732
349

621
X
X
X
X
X

3 233
87
36

108
144
216
127
163
219
884
267
245
803

20 V
566

26 391
586

7 689
249

1 912
714
288
104
155
60

2 123
70
36

106
130
207
110
162
179
691
182
133
187

16 068
327

18 513
470

/3 155
233

962
593
266
98

145
60

15
1

20
1

6

9
1

11

3

470
33
16
50
35
41
23
39
30

109
25
21
80

003
391
854
548
044
584

442
21

5

2

294
26
16
50
30
39
17
35
21
62

2
11
10

392
284
825
908
922
423

266
21

5

2

16

22
1

6

13
1

15
1

5

474
33
12
17
43
36
21

35
25

149
25
23
87

991
85'
647
481
470
582

382
74

5

3
9

318
27
12
17
43
31
21
27
1'
95
17
13
25

253
890
856
070
292
525

227
74

5

3
9

2^..

2
26

1

7

15
1

18
1

5

491
34

a
2

27
40
23
16
30

117
45
38

146

872
030
577
257
733
593

381
71
26

3
3
6

292
26

a

27
40
17
16
24
85
29
13
34

977
014
143
088
857
569

190
65
26
3
2
6

21
1

27
2
8

16

19
2
6

402
31

16
7

33
13
18
28

114
47
40
85

455
721
951
094
375
838

254
87
40

5
11

5

254
25

16
7

33
13
18
20
91
27
18
12

193
861
632
122
641
902

124
70
40

5
11

5

21
1

26
1

7

16

19

6

575
37

19
20
32
31
37
40

150
46
53

146

089
500
569
282
931
934

258
186
56
38
22
14

381
30

la
11
30
26
27
35

132
34
29
38

964
849
497
918
835
552

111
166
41
36
14
14

23
1

28
1

8

17

21

7

549
36

4
9

29
11
20
55

165
55
43

157

237
628
963
278
711
626

159
214
96
20
50
10

383
30

4
9

29
11

20
5,

150
49
24
34

837
851
073
966
246
581

43
171

89
20
50
10

26
3

35
3
9
1

17
1

19
1

5

161
20

2
5
4

17
6

42
13
10
64

925
988
437
160
163
284

33
43
32
18
27

7

'02
16

2
5
4

17
6

42
11

9
7

679
544
949
467
960
900

17
32
18
27

7

29
2

32
2
8
1

27
2

30
2
8
1

112
16

-
1

6
38
13
17
38

180
934
390
482
717
304

2
18
27
19
38

8

98

15

1

6
34
13
17
27

664
v..,,
131
350
414
323

9
27
16
38
8

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

2

1

2
3
3
4

1

1

1

1

2
2
2
2
2

2
3
3
4

727

gi
612
927
388
425
543
942
793
920
995
025

X

X
X
X

173
555
237
581
519
(B)

808

(XI

581
909
417
497
567
252
092
482
412
333

(X
(X
X
X
X
X

973
402
341
482
716

1131

200
121
151
235
317
242
103
169
193
145

114
278
722
393

18
109
150
276
296
298
149
312
316
287

:17
292
673
421

56

)(71

L1X'

46

(B)

72

X

X

57

IBI

2

1

1

1

1

1

2
2
2
2
2

1

2
3
4
5

2

1

1

1

2
2
2
3
3
3

1

2
3
4
6

227

Scil

244
614
670
956
284
315
517
640
616

X
X

XxX1

X

383
710
633
369
763
(B)

373

il?
992
j

207
AO
732
031
511
589
050
248
572

X
X
X

121
470
586
297
010
IBI

61

150
147
134
175
216
219
115
211
237
148

X
X

X

42
97

233
370
575
(B)

84

11
1 5
j

157
137
195
240
254
136
277
395
504

X

XXXI

X
X

45
97

251
377
601
IBI,;.. note at end of table.
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Table 5. Amount of Child Support Payments Received in 1985, by Total Family Money Income
in 1985 and Type of Family con.

(Numbers h thousends. Families having women with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1966. For menIng of symbols, see I'M)

Chtuactvlstio Total
due
134Y.

merits
In

1985

Did
rot
AP-

celve
Pay.

mints
in

1985

Received payments In 1985

Total

Amount of payment received In 1985

$1
to

$499

$500
to

$999

$1,000
to

$1.499

$1,500
oo

$1,999

$2,000
to

62,990

$3,000
to

$4,999

$5,000
to

$6,999

$7,000
and

over

Median Income Mean ncome

Value
(Dol)

SUnd.
ard

error
(Doi.)

Value
(Dol.)

Stand.
and

error
(Dol.)

ALL 071IER FAMILIES

Total Family Income In 1985

Total
Standard suer

Undor $2.000
$2,000 to $3,999
$4.000 to $5,999
84,00010 $7,999
$6,00010 $9,999
Woo° to$it ein
512,000 10 $14.999 .
115,00010 $24,999 .
425,000 to $29,99G
830,000 a $34,e9e
$35,000 and over

Medan Income
Standard error

Mean Income
Standard error

Inc. per fem. member
Standard error

Child Supped as Percent of
Family Income

Less than 10 percent
101019 percent
20 to 29 percent
30 to 39 percent
40 1069 percent
7o u 100 percent

doMms..
donate..
dollars..

dollars..
dollars..

dollars..

1 616
62

4
2

17
19
27
43
64

299
126
148
866

36000.
652

40 468
1 045
9 471

409

1 455
121
23

6
10

1

506
35

4

3
10
10
22
23

106
42
36

250

34 410
2 051

38 292
2 161
6 833

744

506

I
(X
1

1 110
51

2
14

9
17
22
40

193
es

112
617

35000,
600

41 460
1 148
9 766

489

949
121
23

6
10

1

28
2

35
3
8
1

175
20

S
2
6
3

10
47
23
10
70

000
694
968
095
610
166

175

26
4

36
3
8
1

155
19

_
5

8
9

53
s

10
62

401
591
554
290
063
164

155

199
22

1

a

a
32
16
25

112

35000.
1 913

36 994
1 948
9 907
1 085

191
8

148
19

a
23
20
23
74

34 946
2 341

42 263
3 665

10 505
1 502

130
15

193
21

1

8
2
5

10
5

18
11
24

109

35000.
1 941

40 536
2 724
9 355
1 130

147
20
15

2
8
1

166
20

3
14
s

19
123

35000.
2 383

47 280
2 369

11 002
1 311

116
43

7

60
(a)

I
1

57

B
B
B
B
B
8

33
25

14
(8)

11

1 586

4 96
1 376
1 731
1 939

2 1 377
9 3 765

--

X
B
B
B
B
B
B
B

X
x

X
X
X

I

III

1

217
184
147

64
409

B
M

9

1

t

1 947

1 33
1 379
1 934
2 328

1 648
3 686

X
B
B

B
B
B

'X

16)(

X
X
X

(B)

iii
B

75

1

tas
166
111

68
258

B
eli

glii

Note' The number of families Is less *um the number of women, since a family may have more than one woman due child support payments In 1985.
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Table 6. Receipt of Child Support Payments in 1985Women With Children Present, by Type
of Arrangement and Method of Payment

(Number. In thousands. Women with own children under 21
years of Ago present for absent fathers as of spring 1986. For meaning of symbols, see Is t)

Characteristic

Total due payrnc ta Amount of payments due In 1985

Number

Stand.
red

error

$1
to

$499

$500
to

$999

$1,000
to

$1,499

81.500
to

$1,999

82.000
to

82,999

$3,000
to

$4,999

85,000
to

86,999

$7,000
and
over

ALL PAYMENTS'

Percent of Payments Received In 1985:

Total
0.0
0.1 0 24,9
2500499
50.0 0 74.9
75.0 0 99.9
100.0 and over

Mean Income from chl..4 supports
Standard MINX

Wen total money Income
Standwd error

Number below poverty level
Standard 4.rror

If Full Amount of Payments Were Received In 1985:

Mean Income from chid supporta
Standard error

Mean lotel moray Income
Standard error

Number below ,,,,veny level
Standard error

TYPE OF ARRANGEMENT

Comt-Ordered Payments

Percent of Nyman!. Received In 1985:
Total

0.0
0.1 0 24.9
25.0 0 49.9
50.0 to 74.9
75.0 b 99.9
10n.0 and over

Mean Ina ne from chIld support'
Standard error

Mean lotal moray Income
Standard error

Number below poverty level
Standard error

If Full Amount of Payments Were Received In 1985

Mean Income from child support'

Mean total money Income
Standard error

Standard error

Number below poverty level
arStandd error

Voluntary Written Agreement

Percent of Payments Received In 1985.

Total
0.0
D.111, 24.9
25.0 lo 49 9
50.0 0 74.9
75.010 99 9
100.0 and over

Mean Incono from child support2
Standard error

Mem total money Inv me
Starderd error

Number below poverty level
Vended error

dolars..
dollen..
dam..
dolor...

dollars..
dollars..
dollars..
dolor...

cbilais..
&los..
dollars..
*Nos..

doers..
dollas..
doNars..
dollars..

&Man..
doll vs..
dollars..
dollars..

4
1

2

1

13

2

14

2

I

1

1

13

2

14

1

2

14

381
136
362
198
346
223
112

640
51

753
267

905
107

495
50

616
267

801
101

751
921
254
151
225
147
054

345
60

192
326

665
86

393
61

247
327

511
41

441
184
94
36

106
75

945

182
93

900
477

255
57

158
62
48
34
45
36

111

gi

1
g(1

126
74
39
30
37
30
79

(X'1
)11

I
3)((X)

92
33
24
(B)
25
21
75

(X)

7

7

6
1

6
1

I

190
57

2
13
13
3

101

287

799

58
053

87
33

292
15

166
796

87
33

128
39
2

13
13
3

56

247
68

829
031

56
(B)

267
18

951
029

56
(B)

56
11
--
--

45

B

s

B

24
Ail

9

10

10

11

9
1

535
189
42
40
40
14

201

380
27

910
646

164
44

756
11

291
645

161
45

365
145
26
30
40
12

112

352
33

679
818

113
38

762
13

098
818

110
38

128
28
16
10

7
2

65

432
50

500
222

26
(BI

12

1

13

12

1

12

14
1

751
278
46
22
52
25

328

640

990
656

35

182
46

219
7

571
654

165
48

460
224
32
14
34
15

141

460
43

224
859

102
36

216
a

960
856

85
33

246',,,,
11

6
16
10

153

876
56

477
096

64
1B1

12

1

13

12

1

13

1

14
1

650
192
57
19
66
38

279

962
51

715
652

116
39

726
9

481
648

105
37

466
165
44
16
51
23

167

837
60

222
014

82
32

735
11

120
609

74
(B)

173
27
13
-

15
15

103

267
39

194
771

34
1B1

1

1

13

2

14

1

12

2

13

1

15

000
230

97
60
69
71

473

476
57

425
491

199
51

407

358
464

12

177
46

610
191
66
40
44
39

230

237
74

370
651

139
42

393
15

528
640

125
40

352
31
32
14
23
31

223

863
80

302
730

49
1B1

2

16

1

17

2

16

3

18

3

' 5
1

882
174

78
34
66
56

473

440
93

438
610

124
40

702
31

704
596

93
34

523
146
49
26
28
47

228

099
124
567
748

69
(B)

683
37

158
724

51
(9)

325
211

18
8

34
9

227

011
133
794
035

46
1131

4

18
1

5

19
1

4

20
2

5

.:
2

4

16
1

206
12
15

6
17

5
151

674
227
480
285

22
(B)

651
56

457
270

15
(B)

104
4

14
6

11
3

65

386
362
550
249

12
(B)

748
82

912
199

9
(B)

101
8--
6
2

85

992
260
425
110

(81
10

167
6

24
4

15
10

107

7 349
530

23 069
1 706

11
(B)

9 572
317

25 312
1 660

-
(B)

95
6

20
4
5
5

55

6 536
724

19 473
1 700

11

(B)

9 fAs
388

22 585
1 694

-
(B)

60-
4-
5
5

45

B

113611

B

(81
-

See }menet*s at end of table.
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Table 6. Receipt of Child Support Payments in 1985Women With Children Present, by Type
of Arrangement and Method of Payment con.

(Number* In thousands. Women with own children under 21 years of N. present tom absent f athon1 as of spring 1986 For meardng of symbols. see tern

Characteristic

Total due payments Amount of payments due In 1985

Number

Stand-
afd

error

$1
to

9499

$500

9999
to

$1,000
to

$1,499

$1,500
to

$1.999

$2.000
to

$2.999

$3.000
to

$4.999

65.000
to

$6.999

$7.000
and

over

TYPE OF ARRANGEMENTCon

Voluntary WrIteen AgreementCon

If FuN Amount of Payments Were Received In 1985:

mean Income torn child supporta dolars.. 2 706 751 1 228 1 707 2 433 3 752 5 554 B

Standard error dollars.. 88
)c,X'

21 13 19 19 56 72

Mean btal mono., income dollars.. 15 428
181E3481

9 81E1 14 632 14 640 15 853 16 536 16 987 III
Standard error . . dollars.. 477 1 203 1 092 1 769 733 1 020 1 110 13

Number below poverty level 226 l.)((1 24 26 64 30 41 34 5

Standard error 54 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)

METHOD OF PAYMENT

Payments Received Directly From Child's
Father

Award of Payments Received In 1985:

Totai 2 286 115 98 229 351 333 540 513 1Ps 97

0.0 587 59 28 99 125 108 123 9:

0.1 to 24.9 . 137 29 13 18 21 43 2' 7 9

25.010 49.9 83 22 17 9 9 22 19 3 4

50.010 74.9 173 32 8 15 14 39 37 38 10 12

75.010 99.9 102 25 3 6 10 39 34 5 5

100.0 and over 1 204 84 59 85 180 147 277 304 86 67

N. Income front child supporia dolor... 1 840 392 349 694 960 1 559 2 665 4 512 7 801

Standard error dolor... 74 103 42 52 71 76 120 308 575

Mean total money Income dollars.. 15 062 8 534 10 731 14 740 12 803 14 899 17 456 19 806 22 970

Standard error dollars.. 382 1 163 1 030 1 025 1 069 656 654 1 565 1 501

Number below poverty level 367 48 47 52 50 96 61 12 1

Standard error 68 (X) (B) (B) (B) (B) 35 (B) (B) (B)

If Full Amount of Payments Were Received In 1985:

Mean Income from child supporta dollars.. 2 660
) (

293 759 1 226 1 723 2 4,5 3 746 5 635 9 752

Standwd error dollars.. 72 )( 21 17 10 13 15 43 72 400

Mean total money Income dollars.. 15 894 8 637 11 142 15 275 13 579 15 759 18 545 20 929 24 920

Standard error dollars.. 363 i;(1 1 156 1 028 1 020 1 064 646 639 1 538 1 603

Number NW" poverty level 320 X 48 47 47 42 79 50 7

Standard error 64 (B) (B) (3) (B) 32 (B) (el A

Payments Received Through Court or Public
Agency

Peru. of Payments Received In 1985:

Total 2 027 109 88 299 396 310 451 350 80 53

00 538 56 25 86 151 83 107 79 6

0.110 249 217 36 2 29 29 36 52 45 8 16

25.0 to 49.9 115 26 13 24 13 10 38 15 3

50.0 to 749 172 32 5 33 38 26 32 2' 7 3

75.010 989 121 27 14 19 27 33 23 5

100.0 and aver 864 72 42 113 147 127 190 160 62 24

Mean Income from ...had supporta dollars . 1 336 (X 184 403 593 970 1 370 2 137 4 593

Standard error dollars.. 62 37 35 47 74 85 145 333

Mean total money Income
Standard error

doe trs..
dollars..

12 183
354 X

5 60P
1 0.....

9 457
833

11 417
828

12 7'
735

11 603
725

15 146
865

16
2

718
199 ILIBB!

Number Wow poverty level 529 X 39 113 129 63 103 62 10 10

Standwd error . 82 /ri (B) 36 41 (B) 36 (B) (B) (B)

If Full Amount of Payments Were Received In 1985:

Mean Income from child support dollars.. 2 240 X1 288 752 1 213 1 729 1 398 3 654 5 677 03/
Standard error dollars.. 62 X ^3 14 10 13 19 45 91 B?

Mean total money Income dollars.. 13 090 )( 5 2 9 817 12 038 13 52G 12 632 16 664 17 502 b
Standard error . dollars.. 354 X 1 049 830 824 727 718 841 2 172 BS

Number below poverty level 473 39 111 117 59 9e 42 7

Standard error 78 gIl (B) 38 39 (B) 35 (B) (B) (B)

'Includes a small number of women whose arrangement type was 'otter.' o whose method of payment was by 'some other method.' not shown separately
Wean amount based on all women due payments, whether or not payments were received.
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Table 7. Percent of Child Support Payments Received in 1985, by Selected Characteristics of
All Women and Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1985

(Women with own children under 21 years of ago prawn from 'beset fathom as of *prim 1966. For mowing of syntOle. sett text)

Characteristic Total
duo
pay-

manta
In 1985

(Thous.)

Portent of paymerft received (thous.) Payments actuey received If full arnotnt of
payments were recolved

0.0

0.1
to

24.9

25.0
to

49.9

50.0
to

74.9

75.0
to

99.0

100 0
and

over

support
Moan child

Inc.,
MIN total

money Income
Mean child
support In

Mean total
money Income

Value
(Doi.)

Stand.
and

error
(Dol.)

Value
(Dol.)

Stand-
and

error
(Dol.)

Value
(Doi)

Stand-
and

error
(Dol.)

Value
(Dol.)

Stand-
and

'nor
(Dol.)

ALL WOMEN

Total 4 381 1 138 382 198 346 223 2 112 1 640 51 13 7S3 267 2 495 50 14 616 267Standard error 158 62 48 34 4S 38 111 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X1 (X) (X;

Current Mantel Statue

Mentor} 1 416 447 100 76 101 88 605 1 348 70 12 285 496 2 213 es 13 163 492Separated. 453 71 49 20 61 10 242 1 756 152 12 062 648 2 645 169 12 957 661DhOrced 2 179 541 106 90 159 112 1 110 1 907 IC 15 735 367 2 795 60 16 629 368Widowed,
Now married

30
303

7
72

3
44 13

5
21

3
11

13
143

(13)
873

(B)
122

A
6 WO

(s)
907 1

(B)
419

(B)
124

A
9 445

(13)
9vet

Ram and hIlmanIc Origin

white 3 651 929 290 162 270 209 1 791 1 710 57 13 964 292 2 562 55 14 644 291Stack 657 184 70 36 71 13 284 1 263 122 12 507 754 2 157 134 13 401 766Hispanic origin',

Metropolltan-

282 00 12 16 39 7 119 1 369 257 10 843 1 026 2 255 234 11 729 1 027

Monewilropolltan
Residence

Inside metropolitan auras 3 442 877 274 163 259 182 1 688 1 743 61 14 512 314 2 595 59 15 372 315Inside central clos 1 460 402 137 68 119 73 663 1 800 91 13 916 480 2 498 69 14 625 485Outside central cites 1 962 475 137 97 140 109 1 025 1 849 82 14 051 416 2 668 78 15 775 413Outside metropolitan wear 939 262 ea 36 88 41 425 1 261 100 10 970 536 2 131 103 11 845 535

Region

Northeast 701 126 36 24 80 30 404 1 964 110 14 391 614 2 570 102 14 979 610Midwest 1 134 304 123 52 78 48 528 1 555 100 13 616 460 2 442 95 14 505 458Sotah 1 589 389 137 100 139 66 738 1 613 85 12 799 444 2 552 91 13 746 448West 956 319 65 22 49 59 441 1 533 108 15 034 623 2 411 98 15 926 621

AS
lelomysare 1 089 312 125 67 79 52 454 1 047 70 9 603 460 1 935 71 10 404 45630 to 30 years 2 182 578 158 93 188 130 1 038 1 762 75 14 464 366 2 680 72 15 393 38740 years and over 1 110 249 7e 39 60 42 622 1 980 114 16 424 571 2 681 115 17 132 574

Number of Own Children
Present From an Absent
Father

cwt. chid 2 148 601 187 90 166 112 990 1 209 52 13 371 382 1 969 50 14 137 360Two children 1 659 370 114 80 124 80 690 2 017 92 14 381 447 2 810 65 15 186 448Three children 426 120 44 25 43 25 169 2 012 200 13 559 627 3 426 212 14 073 629Four thicken or more 150 47 18 3 13 5 64 2 572 484 12 825 057 3 908 452 14 162 1 000

Uwe of School
Completed

Elementary: 010 8 yews 161 67 16 20 2 74 1 217 201 7 066 805 2 266 169 8 119 87211101 school: 1 to 3 yews 570 180 62 16 49 17 246 1 234 128 6 293 623 2 153 126 9 212 6204 years 2 152 552 173 1 1 1 194 108 1 015 1 517 65 12 593 322 2 368 65 13 448 323090ege: 1 lo 3 yews 1 003 255 74 58 60 se 500 1 825 1 18 310 i77 2 639 110 17 13e 57e4 years Of more 478 85 37 13 23 40 276 2 440 1911 22 682 940 3 207 194 23 516 946

Yew of Divorce or
Separation'

IMO and later 2 430 519 200 129 167 132 1 262 1 970 77 14 254 346 2 860 75 15 152 3481975 01979 1 043 327 63 36 es se 476 1 437 91 14 353 569 2 315 as 15 239 5661970 01974 4Se 174 17 20 48 24 175 922 84 13 736 119 1 709 75 14 535 820Before 1970 149 48 19 27 57 1 436 253 11 320 1 '44 2 421 247 12 302 1 516
Boa footnotes at end of table
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Table 7. Percent of Child Support Payments Received in 1985, by Selected Characteristics of
All Women and Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1985con.

(Women with own children under 21 years of age present torn absent fathers as of spring '906. For moaning of symbol. see text)

Characteristic Total
due

Ply-
ments

In 1985
(Thous.)

Percent of payme nts received (ems ) Payments actually received ofIf tun amours
payments were received

0 0

0 1
ID

249

25 0
ID

49 9

50 0
b

749

75 0
to

99 9

100 0
and

over

support
Moan chid

ire.,
Mean total

money Income
Mean child
support Inc. money

Moan total
Income

Value
(Dol.)

Stand.
aid

error
( Dol.)

Value
(Doi) )

Stand.
and

error
(Dol.)

Value
(Dot 1

Stand.
and

error
(Doi)

Value
(Dol.)

Stand.
aid

error
(Dol.)

ALL WOMENCon

Inclusion of Health
Insurance In Award

Health Insurance Included 2 047 341 144 88 144 117 1 214 2 182 84 14 689 384 2 893 82 15 409 384
Health Insurance not Irciuded 2 333 797 219 111 202 106 898 1 164 57 12 932 369 2 147 58 13 921 369

Type of Arrangement

Court-ordered payments 2 751 921 254 151 225 147 1 054 1 345 60 13 192 326 2 393 61 14 247 327
Voluntary written agraement or
other type 1 630 217 109 48 121 76 1 058 2 137 90 1 70n 458 2 669 86 15 240 458

Method of Payr rents

Directly from child's father 2 286 587 137 63 173 102 1 204 1 840 74 15 062 382 2 660 72 15 894 383
Through a court or public

80811cY 2 027 53,5 217 115 172 121 864 1 336 62 12 183 354 2 240 62 13 090 354
By sorro other method 68 14 8 I 44 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)

Receipt of Payments

Rsgularri 2 336 223 2 112 2 758 74 15 552 365 2 781 75 13 589 385
Occasionally 545 196 346 1 143 68 13 410 646 2 326 123 14 595 666
% W arr 364 3 62 332 24 11 826 711 2 Ma 219 14 341 779
Never 1 137 1 1 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) 10 838 406 (X) (X) 12 715 505

Main Reason for kregulor
Payments

Child's father refused lo pay 1 145 701 215 100 129 268 26 11 989 400 2 159 87 13 830 500
Unable to locate childs father 211 179 22 7 3 60 24 8 451 923 2 069 157 10 460 971
AI Ow reasons
Did not know

378
312

1 67
92

91
34

55
36

es
150

lil
(X)

432
338

60
105

13 392
10 780

750
859

2 036
2 443

103
193

14
12

996
385

757
870

Work Experience In 1985

Nciard 3 515 870 290 171 280 193 1 711 1 713 58 16 062 207 2 588 57 16 945 293
Worked at ItA-tirne jobs 2 761 631 232 132 237 153 1 377 1 761 65 18 146 329 2 642 65 19 036 329

501352 weeks 2 079 447 171 108 185 112 1 056 1 817 75 19 851 359 2 68. 77 20 737 360
49 weeks or less 682 164 61 24 52 40 321 1 590 127 12 995 657 2 511 119 13 840 648

Worked at pan-Irne;3be 754 239 59 39 44 40 335 1 538 127 8 436 38' 2 391 119 9 292 375
SO to 52 weeks 314 92 21 13 26 11 152 1 588 193 10 213 46 2 302 173 10 929 454
49 weeks or less 440 147 38 26 18 29 182 1 502 169 7 165 542 2 455 162 8 121 537

Did not work 866 268 72 28 66 31 401 1 343 107 4 379 235 2 121 98 5 164 232

Work Experience Before
or at Time of
Separation'

Work ad during 5 years before
or at 1. me o; separation 3 328 886 258 163 271 177 1 574 1 622 56 14 625 309 2 494 54 15 505 308
Work...! at Imo of

separation 2 514 636 187 124 216 126 1 226 1 658 64 15 471 359 2 513 62 16 333 357
Worked an ful-lime lobs 1 970 515 132 102 163 101 956 1 599 69 15 903 416 2 453 68 16 766 413
Worked at part-time lobe 544 121 55 22 53 24 269 1 872 153 13 908 681 2 729 151 14 765 679

Did nol work at time of
separation 1 364 430 132 62 109 87 744 1 758 97 11 033 439 2 676 92 12 860 412

Did not W011( during 5 yews
before or at time of
separation 749 180 61 23 54 36 396 2 031 153 11 844 570 2 940 149 12 760 577

Occupation Group of
Longest Job In 1985

Total. 3 515 870 290 171 280 193 1 711 1 713 58 16 062 293 2 588 57 16 945 293
M...nagerial and professional
score rally occupations

technical, sales, and
administallve support
occupations 1

759

598

166

332

54

104

21

101

40

124

55

93

423

843

2

1

219

780

153

78

22 471

16 M2

600

364

3 074

2 578

153

75

23

17

351

144

800

364
Service occupations 676 222 71 38 58 23 264 1 296 124 9 805 468 2 290 131 10 801 460
Farming. ICWOIrl. and fishing

Pioccupations anded skin production, craft.
24 5 1 5 13 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)

repak occupations 93 25 9 4 10 13 32 1 353 297 17 769 1 573 2 364 308 18 780 1 538
Operators, fabricators, and
laborers 365 121 52 5 44 8 135 1 250 153 13 178 673 2 252 142 14 180 666

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 7. Percent of Child Support Payments Received in 1985, by Selected Characteristics of
All Women and Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1985Con.

(Women with own children under 21 years of ape present torn absent fathersas of spring 1966 For mewing of symbols, see hurt)

Characterisac Total
due

mintpay-

In 1985
(Thous.)

Percent of payments received (thsus ) Payments actually received If full amount of
payments were received

0 0

01
tc

24.9

25 0
to

49 9

50 0
to

74 9

75 0
to

99 9

100 0
and

over

support
Mean child

Inc.,
Mean total

money income
Mean child
support inc. money

Mean total
income

Value
(Doi) )

Stand
aid

error
(Doi )

Value
(Dol.)

Stand-
aid

error
(Doi) )

Value
(Dol )

Stand-
ard

emit
(Doi)

Value
(00i)

Stand
aid

*ITOt
(Dol.)

ALL WOMEN Con.

Typo of Income In 1985

With earnirgs 3 504 665 290 168 260 193 1 708 1 717 58 16 112 293 2 590 57 16 993 293With other Income7 3 216 577 290 168 260 193 1 7i.6 1 870 61 16 585 306 2 653 o1 17 376 306With 2svernmerit transfer
payments? 576 185 74 25 52 32 208 1 312 119 12 154 650 2 350 116 13 200 642Public assistance

Income 260 106 41 6 14 6 66 938 142 8 017 480 2 129 171 9 211 505Ald to fwnilles with
dep. children 239 105 36 6 11 8 74 795 129 7 670 490 2 007 166 8 865 516Other g overnment

tower payments 350 90 36 19 42 24 138 1 605 167 14 886 940 2 50- 147 15 794 925With other unearned
Income 2 704 466 209 140 219 172 1 499 1 963 68 17 522 340 2 699 68 18 268 342With aknorry 185 4 3 4 5 13 155 3 321 374 18 713 1 397 3 550 370 18 943 1 396Without other Income 267 287 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) 10 823 873 (X) (X) 12 704 891

Without earnings7 877 274 72 31 66 31 404 1 332 106 4 331 234 2 119 97 5 124 230With government transfer
=7 444 142 46 19 30 9 198 1 244 166 5 696 263 2 063 156 6 720 290assistance income 359 119 43 17 29 4 146 972 148 5 279 236 1 834 147 6 144 244Ali to families with dep.

children 344 114 43 17 25 4 140 975 154 5 298 243 1 846 152 6 172 252Other government transfer
payments 121 40 6 1 5 4 64 1 925 415 7 513 743 2 606 387 8 494 732WIth other unearned I loam. 472 76 41 13 40 31 272 1 613 132 4 782 355 2 216 124 5 397 357With alimony 46 2 - - 4 - 41 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)

Tsnuro

oo net occupiod 2 402 614 179 105 173 127 1 203 1 831 74 15 36G 380 2 683 69 16 231 379Renter 1 922 510 175 93 170 93 881 1 415 70 11 871 362 2 283 72 12 746 364Oceupirgit cash rent 57 14 9 - 4 2 29 (B) (B) (B) (B) al) (B) (B) (B)

WOMEN WITH INCOMES
BELOW THE POVERTY
LEVEL IN 19U

Total 905 310 101 35 55 22 381 909 142 4 944 317 1 915 177 5 957 362Standard error 107 63 36 (0) (B) (B) 70 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)

Current Marital Status

'Awned, 61 31 10 7 4 1 29 788 300 3 172 1 371 2 007 766 4 391 1 532Separated 158 41 14 3 20 - 79 1 108 359 4 845 854 2 070 555 5 807 1 054Divorced 499 198 54 17 23 21 187 919 201 5 187 389 2 102 208 6 381 445Widowed, 4 - - - - - 4 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)Never married 163 40 9 9 1 82 682 249 5 205 614 1 110 238 5 632 620

Roos and Hispanic Origin

Whtre 631 221 66 27 35 18 264 951 180 4 850 377 2 059 215 5 967 431Black 257 83 36 8 20 4 106 735 197 5 122 564 1 528 304 5 915 653HIspwic origin', 74 31 3 5 10 - 25 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)

Metropolitan-
Nonmotropolltan
RosIdonco

Inside metropolitan areas 651 219 -9 28 40 21 265 899 160 5 020 373 1 394 192 6 024 419Inside central cities 420 138 sa 17 27 12 168 841 186 5 048 476 1 617 236 6 037 540Outside central odes 231 61 21 11 14 9 97 1 003 296 4 970 590 2 034 321 6 000 656Outside metropolitan areas 254 92 22 8 15 1 117 935 362 4 749 733 1 970 482 5 783 866

Region

Northeast 136 35 11 10 18 4 57 930 306 4 910 666 1 728 365 5 706 667Midwest 273 105 46 5 17 7 97 627 235 5 062 515 1 750 329 6 189 615South 341 98 37 18 25 6 156 1 086 237 4 606 534 2 106 315 5 643 6251 'lot 155 73 7 2 - 68 997 360 5 505 656 1 946 299 6 453 945

Age

11 to 29 years 366 128 48 10 23 14 146 630 174 4 537 466 1 562 252 5 472 52130 to 39 years 44,5 147 36 17 26 5 172 1 065 237 5 394 486 2 221 261 6 561 55540 years and over 131 35 16 9 4 2 64 1 208 379 4 605 823 1 063 405 5 450 967
Se* footnotes at end of falls
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Table 7. Percent of Child Support Payments Received in 1985, by Selected Characteristics of
All Women and Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1985Con.

(Women with own children under 21 yews of ago Mae. it from absent fathers as of spring 1966 For meaning of symbols, see text)

Characteristic Tot)
du I
pay-

mints
In 1985

(Thous.)

Percent of payments received (thous.) Payments actually recoved If fuN amount of
payment were received

0 0

01
to

24.9

25.0
b

49 9

50.0
to

74.9

75.0
to

99 9

100 0
and

over

Mean child
support Inc.,

Moan total
nvney income

Mean child
support Inc.

Mean total
money Income

Value
(Dol.)

Stand.
ard

error
(Dol.)

Value
(Dol.)

Stand
ard

error
(Dol.)

Value
(Dol.)

Stand.
ard

error
(Doi.)

Value
(Dol.)

Stand.
ard

error
(Dol.)

WOMEN WITH INCOMES
BELOW THE POVERTY
LEVEL IN 1963Con.

Number of Own Children
Present From an Absent
Father

One cNid 35^ 122 48 11 18 12 147 733 184 4 216 497 1 707 314 5 190 592
Two children 362 115 36 14 23 7 167 1 078 241 5 032 473 1 885 229 5 855 509
Three children 125 55 15 7 12 2 34 740 378 5 661 739 2 465 495 7 387 862
Four cNidren or MOM 59 18 2 3 2 1 34 (B) (B) (B) (B) (3) (B) (B) (B)

Yele.-: of School
Completed

Elementary: 0 to 8 years 32 36 10 - 5 - 30 931 489 4 453 1 299 2 297 606 5 819 1 451
Nigh school: 1 to 3 years 225 76 33 7 10 6 93 826 274 4 775 573 1 947 381 5 897 671

4 yews 437 138 46 22 37 13 132 903 199 4 974 451 1 809 245 5 892 499
College: 1 to 3 years 149 55 12 6 4 3 69 1 047 383 5 306 800 1 959 409 6 219 969

4 years or more 13 5 1 - - - 8 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)

Yeas of Divorce or
SepwatIons

19110 and later 463 157 48 15 30 17 216 1 104 222 5 052 422 2 203 245 6 163 483
1975 b 1979 169 76 23 7 7 4 52 595 214 4 672 784 1 355 490 5 932 962

41970 71b 19re 54 3 - 4 3 16
Befo 1970 36 7 7 - 7 - 16 BEI 1BBi (B) ill 1E1E4 (B) ill ill
Inclusion of Health
Insurance in Award

Health insurance In:tided 344 95 44 15 15 9 167 1 167 266 5 051 493 2 152 286 6 050 582
Hearth insurance not ircluded 561 215 se 20 40 17 215 750 155 4 87$ 412 1 770 222 5 899 461

Type of Arrangement

Courlordered payment,
voiunlary written worriment or
other type

585

320

238

72

73

28

31

4

34

21

13

9

196

185

733

1 232

164

253

4 736

5 325

406

492

1 932

1 365

234

259

5 945

5 978

468

560

Method of Payments

Directly from choirs Whir 367 142 22 5 17 4 178 1 071 254 4 780 530 1 991 255 5 712 589
Through a court or public
Won 529 162 80 31 38 16 20. 802 163 5 077 395 1 672 244 6 149 459

By some other method 9 6 - - - - 2 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)

Receipt of Payments

Regularly 403 ( - - - 22 381 1 798 219 5 283 416 1 803 222 5 303 419
Occasionally 90 - 35 55 - - 774 277 4 903 996 1 649 530 5 779 1 097
Seldom 101 101 - - - - 274 83 4 725 803 2 766 903 7 217 1 264
Never 310 31 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) 4 587 630 (X) (X) 6 4.18 699

MaIn Reason for Irregular
PsymeMs

Chkrs father refUsed 6$ pay 253 162 se 15 17 161 77 4 926 704 2 034 337 6 799 631
Unable lo locate child's fathw 77 64 7 3 2 75 110 4 334 994 1 812 492 6 120 ; 088
AN othw reasons 76 38 25 8 5 X

1)1
X
ro

252 255 5 031 1 044 1 844 626 6 624 1 169
Did nol knOW 06 46 11 8 31 X X) 336 202 3 943 934 2 211 632 5 818 1 237

Work F.:puristic* In 1986

Worked 458 159 56 '7 24 15 187 909 205 5 820 426 2 050 289 6 961 512
Worked at fulkime lobs 241 81 40 w 17 6 88 692 198 6 248 579 2 000 413 7 555 742

5010 52 weeks 70 22 17 3 2 2 24 I B) (13) (13) (8) (8) (8) IR) (8)
49 wooks or Ion 170 59 23 5 15 3 64 697 243 S 791 566 1 915 45o 7 009 757

Worked at nartgime lobs 218 79 15 8 7 10 99 1 149 363 5 348 607 2 105 402 6 303 663
50 to 52 weeks 57 21 4 1 4 1 26 (B) (B) (5) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)

49 weeks or less 161 57 11 7 4 9 73 1 184 430 4 813 1 2 164 481 5 795 792
Did 113t work 447 151 46 19 31 7 194 908 195 4 045 419 1 777 197 4 927 448

Soo footnotes at end of table.

ri



44

Table 7. Percent of Child Support Payments Received in 1985, by Selected Characteristics of
All Women and Women With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1985Con.

(Women with own children under 21 years of ape present from absent fathers as of spring 1986. For moaning of symbols. see text)

Cheroots/nes Total
due

Percent of payments received (thous ) Payments actually received If full ofamount
payments were received

Mean child
Support Inc.,

Mean total
money Income

Mean child
support Inc.

Mean total
money income

Pay- Stand. Stand. Stand- Stand.menu 01 25 0 50 0 75 0 100 0 and and and andIn 1985 to 5, to to and Value error Value error Value error Value vim(Thous.) 0 0 249 49 9 749 99 9 over (Dal) (Dot) (Doi.) (Da) (Dot) ) %Dol.) (Dol.) (Doi.)
WOMEN WITH INCOMES
BELOW THE POVERTY
LEVEL IN 1985Con.

Work Experience Before
or st Time of
Separations

Worked during 5 years before
or at time of separation 560 211 61 23 37 17 211 912 184 4 924 415 1 994 210 ' 014 458Worked at time of

separation 364 132 31 13 27 16 145 998 239 5 095 540 2 035 258 u .35 577Worked at full-time Jobs 259 97 17 10 20 16 99 995 282 5 177 010 2 061 321 6 243 678Worked at pan-lime lobe 105 34 14 4 7 46 1 004 451 4 691 1 111 1 981 414 . 868 1 093Did not work at ion of
separation 378 139 48 13 19 6 154 921 223 4 686 480 2 144 308 5 925 605Did not WO* dud% 5 rein

Woo or at time of
separation 182 60 17 3 10 4 88 1 100 349 4 772 739 2 303 501 6 070 964

Occupation Group of
Longest Job In 1965

Totals 458 159 56 17 24 15 187 909 205 5 820 426 2 050 289 6 961 512Meapnzperial and profasslonal
ally conga tions 32 6 1 1 1 1 22 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)Technical , sales. and

administrative support
occupations 162 51 12 6 11 0 72 836 313 5 366 754 1 579 328 6 109 620Sent* occupations 191 73 30 5 9 3 70 894 337 5 809 584 2 218 526 7 133 721Farming. twisty. and fishing
occupations 10 5 - - - 4 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)Precision production. craft. and
repair occkpatkins

opinion. fabricators, and
laborers

11

52

3

20

3

10 18

(B)

(B)

(B)

(B)

(B)

(B)

(B)

(B)

(B)

(B)

(B)

(B)

(B)

(B)

(B)

(B)

Type of Income in 1985
.

With earnings 456 159 56 14 24 15 187 912 206 5 849 423 2 054 291 6 992 510With other Income/ 403 107 56 14 24 15 187 1 030 224 5 860 405 2 106 321 6 036 508With government transfer
payments/ 188 86 22 3 11 4 61 773 301 6 003 571 2 058 450 7 287 660Public assistance

income 152 79 15 3 7 4 45 600 286 5 916 637 1 856 469 7 172 753Aid to families with
dsp. children 140 79 15 3 7 4 42 526 257 5 875 648 1 813 474 7 162 771Other government

transfer payments 58 18 8 1 8 23 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)With other unearned
10C0MO 239 36 33 11 14 8 137 1 345 129 5 690 530 2 202 423 6 547 641Wlth alimony 35 2 32

1)3(i

Without other income 52 52 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) i;3(i M (B) (B) T(i (lli MWithout earnings/ 449 151 46 21 31 7 194 906 194 4 025 419 1 774 197 4 906 448With government transfer
payments/ 322 110 40 19 25 7 122 687 176 4 842 411 1 631 220 5 791 474Public assistance Income 294 100 40 17 25 4 109 649 175 4 866 435 1 599 232 5 820 500Aid to tamales with dep.

chadren 286 97 40 17 23 4 105 642 177 4 892 445 1 591 238 5 845 514Olher government transfer
payments 52 25 3 1 2 2 19 (9) (9) (91 (13) (8) 03) (9) (9.)With other unearned income 183 15 24 15 116 1 318 334 4 47s 635 1 906 365 5 096 765With alimony 20 2 16 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)

Tenure

Owner occupied 243 68 28 12 13 7 114 1 283 334 4 853 626 2 427 417 5 999 774Manta( occWed 641 241 65 23 38 14 256 772 148 5 030 372 1 745 184 6 012 411Occupier paid no cash rent 21 1 5 4 11 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (13) (B)
Wean amo d based on all women due payments. whether r r not payments were received.
=Remarried warner whose previous marriage ended in divorce
'Widowed women whose previous manage ended In divorce
'Women of Hispanic origin may be of any race
'Excludes never-married women.
'Excludes women whose longest job was In the Armed Forces.
/Detail does not add to total because some women havemore than one or none of the types of income specified

J
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Table 8. Alimony or Maintenance Payments Agreed to or Awarded, by Selected Characteristics
of Women

(Numbers In thousand& Ever divorced or currently separated women as of spring 1986. For meaning of symbols. Si. text)

Characteristic

Total Alimony or maintenance payments

Esti-
mate

Stand-
ard

error

Agreed to Of awarded Not awarded

Total' Supposed to receive payment In 1965

Esti-
mate

Stand-
ard

error
Esti-

mate

Stand-
ard

error

Total Revived payments Old not
receive F ments

Esti-
mate

Stand-
ard

error
Esti-

mate

Stand-
ard

'nor
Esti-

mate

Stand-
ard

error

Total 19 156 300 2 803 127 840 71 616 60 225 37 16 354 283

Current Marital Status

Married' 7 361 201 1 015 77 69 23 52 (13) 37 (13 6 346 188
Separated 2 610 123 261 39 148 29 120 27 26 (8 2 348 117
Divorced 8 000 209 1 368 90 604 60 443 51 161 31 6 632 102
Widowed, 1 186 84 159 31 1 (B) (B) 1 (8) 1 027 78

Racal and Hispanic Origin

White 16 039 281 2 539 121 752 67 559 58 193 34 13 500 262
Black 2 766 137 220 43 70 B 44 B 25 (8) 2 546 132
Hivparic origin, 1 196 118 132 43 42 13 29 13 13 (8) 1 064 113

Metropolitan-Noninstropoiltan
as

Inside metropolitan areas 15 020 274 2 220 114 681 64 501 55 180 33 12 800 256
Inside central cities 6 654 192 894 73 273 40 196 34 77 21 5 759 179
Outside central cities 8 366 213 1 326 88 408 49 304 43 104 25 7 040 197

Outside metropolitan areas 4 137 188 582 72 159 38 115 32 44 (8) 3 554 175

Region

Northeast 3 047 115 466 46 215 31 164 27 51
2

562 106
Midwest 4 303 150 6 4 58 X66 30 123 26 43 iSI 3 139
South
West

7 450
4 356

205
163 656

867 73
74

224
235

37
39

77
151

33
31

47
84

8
2

6 582
3 500

194
147

Ag
is to 29 years 2 817 128 216 36 107 25 62 (B) 45 (8) 2 601 123
3010 39 years 5 678 178 618 61 270 40 195 34 75 21 5 060 169
40 to 40 years 4 289 156 820 70 246 38 196 34 47 (8) 3 469 141
50 years and over 6 373 188 1 149 82 218 36 160 31 58 (8) 5 223 171

Prow.* of Own Children From an
Abeiont Father

No children present 12 357 252 2 026 109 452 52 322 44 129 28 10 331 2;4
One child cx more present 6 799 194 777 68 3e8 48 293 42 95 24 6 023 183

Years of School Completed

Elementary: 0 to 8 years
High school: I to 3 years

2 119
2 951

111
131

197
403

34
49

53
91

(13;
23

36
61

17
30

(13

(8
1 922
2 547

108
122

4 pilaff 8 378 213 1 280 87 383 48 275
.T

40 109 255 7 098 193
306.9e 1 to 3 years 3 558 143 542 57 161 31 119 27 42 (8) 3 016 132

4 years Of IMO 2 150 112 381 48 152 30 125 27 27 (8) 1 770 102

Year of Divorce or Separation

1980 and later 7 764 206 962 75 559 58 438 51 121 27 6 803 194
1975 ta 1979 3 921 150 440 51 134 28 88 23 47 3 141
1970 ta 1974
Before 1970

2 469
5 002

120
168

466
935

53
74

99
48

24
(B)

59
30 r11

39
18

EE31

B
t115:131

4 067
108
152

Work Experience In 1985

Worked 13 047 258 1 C*03 105 619 61 463 52 156 31 11 144 242
Worked at ful-tlme loos 10 177 232 1 ,.54 92 4s5 52 331 44 124 27 8 723 217

50 to 52 weeks 7 701 205 1 t03 81 325 44 233 37 92 23 6 598 191
Worked at part-lime lobe 2 869 129 -.49 52 164 31 132 28 32 (8) 2 421 119

31d not work 6 110 184 9l,0 73 221 36 153 30 68 (0) 5 210 171

See footnotes at end of table.



46

Table 8. Alimony or Maintenance Payments Agreed to or Awarded, by Selected Character! :cs
of Women con.

(Numbers h thousand,. Everdivorced or currently separatsd woman as of spring I US For meaning of symbols, see text)

Characteristic

Total Alimony or maintenance payments-

Esti-
mate

Stand-
aid

error

Avoid to or awarded Not awarded

Total, Supposed to receive payments in 19115

Stand
aid

WO'
Led

mate

Stand-
ard

.nor

Total Feclvsd payments Did Not
'wow, paymorne

Esti-
mate

Stand.
ard

error
Esti-
mate

Stand-
aid

error
Esti-

mats

Stand-
ard

error
Es11-

mate

Work Experience Before or at Mine
of Separation

Worded dying S years before or at time of
separation
WCAKIN time of dparatIon

Worksd at fulidi d lobs
Waked at partielepbe

Did not work at time ch _-neat on
Did not work cksirg 5 yews before or at
lime of separation

Occupation Group of Longoot Job
In 65

Totals
Managerial and profuslond specialty

T= cal. sales. and adrenistratice support
rdadations

Sonrice occupations
anning. forestry, and fishing oxidations

Precision production, craft. and rusk
occupations

Openreors. fabricators. arid laborers

Incorne In 1915

Widout incorne
With In:ern*

81 to $999 or loss
81.0001°41.999
82.000 to 42.999
43,00010 63.999
$4.000 to 65.999
86.000 lc 87.999

to$8.000 89,999
810.00010 811,999
812.00010 $14,994
815.00010 824 a"
825.000 and Jver

Median ir cOMe dollars..
Starr'ar9 error dollars..

Mean income dollars..
rAandard error *liars..

Type of Income In 1955

With earnings
With ober incomes

With government transits payments,
Public assistanoe Income

14c1 to fa/Milos with dep. chedrrin
Otiur govemmont transfer
payment

With other unernsd Income
With alimony

Without other /dome

Without eernin95 1
With government trans* pxymenita

Pudic assistance Income
toAld families with dap. childrrin

Other government transfer payments
With other unearned income

With simony

15 167
12 006
10 110
1 699
7 146

3 989

13 041

2 684

5 612
2 702

72

348
1 424

1 024
18 132
1 183

687
963

1 047
1 957
I 797
1 311
1 272
1 834
3 880
2 202

10 191
176

12 639
198

13 003
9 823
2 092

527
454

1 051
a 612

463
3 161

6 153
3 718

9111
864

2 881
3 097

153

27S
249
232
105
198

151

258

129

177
125
(B)

45
91

78
294
83
64
75
79

107
103
68
67

104
149
113

X

256
229
110
56
52

98
216

52
135

165
146
76
71

129
134
30

1 975
1 493

1 197
296

1 310

625

I 903

445

sec
342

11

52
183

120
2 662

150
82

137
137
233
311
173
19.0
1'77
i86
399

11 24340

13 889
363

1 692
1 565

303
57
46

252
1 403

463
327

911
514
106
84

433
540
153

107
94
84
42
66

70

105

51

72
45

(B)

(B4
3.

27
125
30
22
29
29
37
43
32
34
xl
59
49

p,,t)

(XI
(X

105
96
42

;BI

39
91
52
44

73
51
25
22
51
57
30

560
441
334
107
399

260

819

162

257
123

3,

14
61

14
827

16
5

36
42
se

101
62
57
64

187
167

12 go:

'6 286
770

619
574
110
28
21

86
505
463
45

221
110
41
33
75

146
153

59
51
45
25
49

39

61

31

39
27
(B)

B

113

(B)
7o

1E2121B

33
32

X
)0

61
59
26
B

23
55
52

(B)

36
26
B

21
30
30

403
306
224
64

307

212

463

131

204
80
3

9
35

-
616
10

5
23
25
36
67
50
46
58

151
145

141 21:43

17 781
U3

463
463

77
20
16

61
409
463
(X)

153
64
21
13
46

118
153

49
43
37
22
43

36

52

26

35
22

(B)

B
113

(a)
60

B
El

B
B
Bi

S
B
3
29

52
52
21

11

(B)
49
52
(X)

30
B
B

B
2
30

177
133
110
23
92

47

156

JI

52
42-

5
26

1,
211

e
-

13
17
30
34
13
14
26
35
22

I? 773

11 972
1 105

156
112
33
6
6

25
96
(41

68
48
20
19
27
26

(X)

(191

(B)

(B)

(B)
(8)

(

/

(En
lil

(b

(X)
(B)

(X

33 13 169
26 10 516
24 II 913

1 603
563$

3 166

31 11 136

2 436

lli} :
743

B 61

2VS
1 240

04
15 460
1 033

606
826
910

1 725
1 486
1 138
1 073
1 557
3 293
1 804

I 12 C14112

147

31 11 111
26 8 256

1 769
470
408

1 399
24 7 209

2
tefsi

B 5 242

B 675
B 780
P. 2 448
8 2 557

(X)

2641
234
216
97

161

135

242

119

164
117
(B)

e2
as

73
277
76
60
70
73

101
93
62
60
66

138
103

X

/)XC1

X

241
212
102
53
49

91
199
(X)
126

172
136
72
66

119
122
(X)

'Includes woman who were not suppoud to Healy* payments In 1985.
2Rernarried women whose previous marriage cridsd In divorce.
'Widowed women whose previous manage ended In divorce.
',Women of Hispanic origin may be of any race
sEroludes women whose longest Job was In the Armed Forces
Vitae does not add to total because some women hays more than ono or none of the types of Income specified.
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Table 9. Receipt of Alimony or Maintenance Payments in 1985, by Selected Characteristics of
Women

(EverdIvorced or currently Separated women as of spring 1986 For meaning of symbols. see teal)

Characteristic

Payments agreed to or awarded' Payments not awarded

Received payments Did not receive payments

Number
(Thous.)

money
Mean total

income

Number
(thous.)

Mean total
manly income

Mean incorne from
alirronyirnalnt

Number
(Thous )

Mean total
money income

Value
(Doll

Standard
error

(Doi)
Value
(Doi.)

Standard
error

(Doi) )
Value
(Doi))

Standard
error

(Dol )
Value
(Doi))

Standard
error
(Doi )

Total 616 17 781 443 3 733 294 225 11 262 1 096 16 354 11 736 144

Current Marital Status

Married, 52 (B) (B) (B) (B) 37 (B) 6 346 10 122 236
Separated 120 12 891 1 854 3 0 624 28 619 (B) 2 34.8 9 814 349
Muted 443 19 425 1 133 3 975 360 161 11 811 1 326 6 632 14 3.6 224
WidowscP (B) (B) (B) (B) 1 (B) (B) 1 027 9 245 419

Remand Hispanic Origin

Write 559 18 012 1 008 3 858 316 193 11 413 1 203 13 500 12 108 163
Black 44 B B B B 25

9.,

316
Hispanic orign4 29 (B) 6 W W 13 (B) S 1 064 5381: 596

Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Residence

Inside metropolitan areas 501 18 413 1 040 3 879 3c, 180 12 101 1 288 12 800 12 573 171
Inside central dtlell 196 17 449 1 462 3 345 460 77 12 711 2 035 5 759 12 196 246
Outside central cites 304 19 035 1 424 4 223 447 104 11 650 1 656 7 040 12 881 236

Outside melropoitan areas 115 15 030 2 668 3 097 808 17 (B) (B) 3 554 8 722 267

Region

Nolheast 164 19 856 1 763 4 676 633 51 Eli
"0114

324
Midwest 123 16 963 1 745 3 185 445 43

k31

251
South 177 17 407 1 957 3 375 487 47 B 6 582 10 414 222
Nest 151 16 622 1 579 3 576 587 84 12 62 1 984 3 500 13 989 361

40
16E29 yens 62 (Ell (B) (B) (B) 45 (B) (B) 2 601 8 918 270
30E39 years 195 16 912 1 620 3 200 44? 75 11 178 1 668 5 060 13 524 273
40E49 yrars 198 23 242 1 865 4 038 544 47 B (B) 1 469 13 827 351
50 yew* Arx1 r 160 15 574 1 548 4 771 661 58 W (B) 5 223 10 013 231

Pf0111111011 of Own Children From an
Absent Rafter

No children present 322 18 086 1 379 4 241 450 129 12 085 1 507 10 331 11 471 183
One child or more present 293 17 445 1 271 3 174 361 95 10 142 1 559 6 023 12 190 232

Years of School Completed

Elementary* 0 to 8 yew* 36
'i;

17 19 (B) 1 922 5 469 202
Nish school: to 3 years 61 illii (B) gl; 30 6 (B) 2 547 6 986 225

4 years 275 14 42 1 164 2 588 318 108 11 274 1 464 7 098 11 356 192
:;ollege: 1 to yew* 119 22 006 1 860 5 907 913 42 03) 3 016 14 734 34a

4 yews or more 125 26 376 .-_ 711 4 300 662 27 S (B) 1 770 21 790 603

Year of Divorce or Sep :alien

1980 and later 438 18 049 1 094 046 375 121 10 151 1 429 6 803 12 596 223
1975 to 1979 88 17 012 2 255 3 245 58- 47 B 332
197010 1974 59

Si S
39

lili
f133} 11 r: 420

Before 1970 30 I ,13; 18 B 4 067 9 115 253

Work Experience In 1985

Norked 463 20 933 1 122 3 834 346 156 14 531 1 338 11 144 15 017 175
Worked at full-tine jobs 331 23 952 1 325 4 006 447 124 16 752 1 490 8 723 17 168 200

50 to 52 weeks 233 27 341 1 529 4 332 554 9? 18 152 1 743 6 598 19 239 218
Worked at part-lime lobe 132 13 354 1 662 3 404 454 32 (B1 (Eij 2 421 7 265 217

Did not work 153 8 245 830 3 425 553 68 (P' 8) 5 210 4 718 156

Work Experience Before or at lime of
Separation

Narked during 5 years before or at time of
separation 403 19 031 1 165 3 504 379 177 12 154 1 300 13 189 12 628 166
Works. at time of separation 308 19 775 1 354 3 201 410 133 12 839 1 540 10 516 13 413 191

Worked at fulkime jobs 224 21 083 1 579 3 311 521 110 13 770 1 746 8 913 13 922 214
Worked at part -time Jobe 84 16 276 2 523 2 909 571 23 (B) (B) 1 603 10 585 384

Did not work at time of separation 307 15 778 1 284 4 266 416 92 8 98u 1 369 5 838 8 714 192
)Id not work during 5 years before or at time of
separation 212 15 408 1 568 4 167 453 47 IES) (B) 3 165 8 0191 244

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 9. Receipt of Alimony or Mainteaance Payments in 1985, by Selected Characteristics of
WomenCon.

(EvertiNorced or cunently separated women as of spring 1988 For mewing of symbols. i.e text)

Characteristic

Payments apt ,ad to or awarded, F ayments not awardod

Received payments Did not receive oaymenls
Mean total

money income

Number

Mean total
money Income

Mean income from
allmonyrrnalnt.

Number
(Thous.)

Main total
money Income

Valve
Stallard

anon Valve
Standard

.nor Value
(Doi) )

Standard
error

(DoL)
Number
(Thous.)

Vous
(Dol.)

Standard
Wet

(Doi )

Occupation Group of Longest Job In 1985

Totes
Managerial and professional specialty oocupatIone
Technical. sales, and administrative support
occupations

Serves occupations
Fuming. forestry . a 'sning occupations
Precision production. craft, and repair occupations
Comers, fabricators. and laborers

Type of booms In 1985

Nbh *intim,
With other Incomes

With governmant transfer payments"
Puelc assistance Income

Aid b famNies with dep. children
Otter 9°r 'end transfer payments

With other unearned Income
With alimony

Without °thin Income

Nithout earnings*
With goverment transfer payments'

Public assistance Income
Aid lo fantilles with dep. cher:Iran

Other government transfer parents
With other unurned Income

With allmo3y

463
131

204
80

3
9

35

463
463
77
20
18
61

409
463
(X)

153
64
21
13
46

118
153

20 933
30 259

19 878
11 512

El

Ili

20 933
20 033
15 732

21

21

20 933
(X)

8 245

8 1141B

8 245

1 122
2 769

1 221
1 301

Eli

Ili

1 122
1 122
1 830

El
B

1 224
1 122

(X)

830

ila'

a

1 0
830

3 634
4 822

3 978
2 401

El

IS

3 634
3 634
3 587

ii ii

4 00
3 634

(X)

3 425
a
B

B
3 654
3 425

346
667

588
417

El

Ii

346
346
579

B
B

361
346

(X)

553
a
a

111

681
553

158
31

52
42

5
26

158
112
33
8
8

25
06
(V

68
46
20
19
27
.8
(X)

14 531
(B)

(B
B
a

IS

14 531
15 895

B

B
17 06

B
a

B
X

III

1 338
(B)

2
a
a
El

1 338
1 506

B
B
B
B

1 63
(B)())

(a

i8X0B0

11 138
2 438

2 ;V)
151

295
1 240

11 111
8 258
1 789

470
408

1:199
7 209

(X)
2 853

5 242
3 204

875
780

2 448
2 557

(X)

15 015
22 307

15 365

03)
18 230
11 675

15 057
16 515
11 364
6 658
6 468

12 709
17 536

(X)
10 838

4 695
6 630
4 360
4 4.0
7 364
8 620

(X)

175
473

230
222
(B)

t 091355

1715

212
347
355
381
412
230
(X)

262

155
177
140
151
222
290
(X)

'Excludes women ash: were awarded pryments but were not supposed to realm tom In 1985.
aflemarried women whose previous maMage ended in there.
'Widowed women whose previous menage wcisd in divorce.
Veen of Hispanic origin may be of any ram
'Excludes women whoa. loroest job was In the Armed Forces.
Vaud does not add ID total because some women have more than one or none of the types of Income specified
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Table 10. Alimony or Maintenance Payments Agreed to or AwardedEver-Divorced or
Currently Separated Women, by Selected Characteristics of All Women and Women
With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1985

(Women u of eprInp 1986. For meanlr.p of symbols. see text)

Characteristic

Total
(Thous.)

Allrnory or maintenance payments

Agreed to r r awarded Not awarded

(1.

Supposed to receive payments In 1985

Number
(Thous.)

Mean total
money Income

Total
oars.)

Received payments Did not receive payments

Number
(Thous.)

Mean total
money Income

Mean income from
shimmy/mint

Number
(Thous.)

Mean total
money Income

Value
(Doll

error value error Value
(Dol.)

Stand.
and

error
(Dol.)

Value
(Dol.)

Stand-
ard

error
(D)

ALL WOMEN

Total 19 156 2 803 840 616 17 781 943 3 733 294 125 11 262 1 096 16 354 11 736 144
Standard error 300 127 71 60 (X) (X) (X) (X) 37 (X) (X) 263 (4 (X)

Current Marital Status

Marrieds 7 361 1 015 89 52 (8) (8) (6 37 6 348 10 122 236
Separated 2 610 261 148 120 12 891 1 659 3 ' 624 26 2 348 9 814 349
Divorced 000 1 388 604 443 19 425 1 133 3 5 360 161 11 811 1 3201 6 632 14 346 224
WIdowed3 1 186 159 1 (B) (8) (B) (8) 1 (B) (B) 1 027 ^ ^45 419

Race and Hispanic Origin

White 16 039 2 539 75 559 18 1 008 3 858 316 193 11 413 1 203 13 500 12 108 163
Black 2 766 221 44

)i
(8) 25 2 546 9 816 316

Hispanic origin 1 196 132 29
(%012 (8) 1Bi3 13 1 0E4 8 586 596

18 to 29 years 2 817 216 107 62 (8) (B) "1) 45 (B) (8) 2 601 8 91. 270
30 to 39 years 5 678 616 270 195 16 912 1 620 3 200 447 75 11 178 1 668 5 060 13 524 273
40 years and over 10 662 1 969 464 358 19 821 1 287 4 365 423 106 13 8135 1 737 8 693 11 536 200

Yews of School Completed

Less than 12 years 5 069 600 144 97 11 051 1 411 3 574 637 47 (B) 6 334 156
High school. 4 years . 8 378 1 280 383 275 14 420 1 64 2 588 318 108 11 27 1 4 / t179: 11 356 192
College: 1 to 3 years 3 558 542 161 119 22 006 . 860 5 907 913 42

Ei:

3 016 14 734 348
41. Of more 2 150 381 152 125 26 376 2 711 4 300 662 27 S 1 770 21 790 603

Presence ot ...rn Children
From an Absent Fat sr

No children present 12 357 2 026 452 322 18 086 1 379 4 241 450 129 12 085 1 507 10 1 , 471 163
One child or more presen 6 799 777 388 2t 17 445 1 271 .1 174 361 95 10 142 1 559 6 023 12 190 232

Year of Divorce or
Separadon

1980 and later 764 962 559 438 18 049 094 4 046 375 121 10 151 1 429 6 803 12 596 223
1975 to 1979 3 921 440 134 88 17 012 2 255 3 245 587 47 3 481 12 966 332
1970 to 1974 2 469 466 99 59 39 2 003 12 014 420
8.1ors 1970 5 002 935 48 30 18 (8 4 067 9 115 253

Work Experience in 1985

Worked 13 047 1 903 619 463 20 933 1 122 3 834 346 56 14 531 338 11 144 15 017 175
Worked at full-time Jobs 10 177 1 454 55 331 23 952 1 325 4 006 44? 124 : 7:7 1 490 8 723 17 168 200

50 to 52 weeks 7 701 1 103 325 233 27 341 1 529 4 332 554 92 18 152 1 743 6 598 19 239 213
Worked at panme Jobe 2 869 449 16. 132 13 354 1 662 3 404 454 32 z 421 7 265 217

Old not work 6 110 900 221 153 8 245 830 3 425 553 68 (B S 5 210 4 718 156

See footnotes at and of table.
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Table 10. Alimony or Maintenance Payments Agreed to or AwardedEver-Divorced or
1urrenliv Separated Women, by Selected Characteristics of All Women and Women
With Incomes Below the Poverty Level in 1985Con.

(%.,men as of spring 1086. For moanav of symbols, woo text)

Chwacteristic

Total
(Thous)

Alimony or MOJOIOOIco i 41711/1111

AgfOOd to or award.* Not awarded

Total'
(Thou )

Supposed to receive payments in 1985

Number
(Thous.)

Mean total
money income

Total
(Thous.)

Received payments Did not men* payments

Number
(Thous.)

Moan total
money income

Mean income from
alimorty/mant

Number
(Thous.)

Mean total
money ncome

Value
(Doi)

Stand-
and

error
(Doi)

Va'
(Do, )

Stand
and

:,r
(Uol.)

Value
(Doi) )

Stand.
and

WO!
(Dol.)

Value
(Dol.)

Stand.
and

WO(
(Dol.)

WOMEN WfTH INCOMES
BELOW THE POVERTY
LEVEL 94 1994

Total
Standard error

Current Metal Status

hianlide
Separated
Divorced
Wklovisdo

Race and Hispanic Origin

W1ite
Bleck
Hispanic origin'

AV
18 lo 29 roan
30 to 30 years
40 years and over

Presence of Own Childtwo
From an ksoent Father

No deem esent
One child or

pr
more present

3 716
214

524
309

1 800
1 082

t 670
973
411

851
1 090
1 774

2 077
1 838

434
74

55

247
93

378
40
35

86
111
237

266
168

'75
47

3

110
61

152
21

9

55
65
54

72
103

105
37

2

62
44

97
11

9

33
45
30

41
67

5 262
(X)

,P)

ki

5 301
13

(8)

113

ills

M

750
(X)

B

B
1S1

859
B

(B)

i

ills

I RI

(D)

1 452
(X)

1

1 485
B
B)

11

557
(X)

B

B
181

610
(B)
(B)

S

(B)

66
29

1

1

45
17

55
10

1

22
20
24

31
36

r)3(

3
Ili
(J

cB

if%

Ifil
(X)

B
B

B
151

{E31

e

M
iSi

3 281
201

470
270

1 553
989

2
376

765

71537
9

1 811
1 470

3 625
(X)

1 900
3 917
3 962
3 835

4 076

3 476
4 229
3 314

2 909
4 395

160
(X)

475
324
2

,,..

105

645

310
330
215

183
260

rude, women who were no supposed to receive payments In 1985
sRernarriud women whose previous marriage endedin divorce
3Widowed women whose previous marriage ended In divorce
'onson of Hispanic origin may be of any race
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Table 11. Amount of Alimony or Main'inance Payments Received in 1985, by Selected
Characteristics of Women

(Numbers In thousands. Ever-divorced or currendy separated women as of spring 1986. For meaning of symbols. see ten)

Received payments in 1985

Amount of payment received in 1985

Charactsiistfc TWA

Did
not
re-

Median Income Mean morns

due calve
Pay- Pay-

Stand- Rtand-

ments mints $1 $500 $1.000 $1.500 12.00C $3,000 $5,000 $7,000 and and

In In to to to to to to to and value error Value error

1985 1985 Total $499 $999 $1,499 $1,999 $2.999 $4,999 $6,999 over (Doi) (Doi) (Dol.) (Dol.)

Tote/ 840 225 616 89 80 52 55 81 99 54 506 2 400 254 3 733 294

Standard wor 71 37 60 23 22 (B) (B) 22 24 (B) 25 (X) (X) (X) (X)

Current Marital Status

Married, 89 37 52 7 8 3 7 9 6 6 6 (S) (B) (B)

Sops:tad 146 26 120 31 11 15 3 13 7 15 1 9(6N 686 3 083 624

Divorcee 604 161 443 51 62 34 44 58 69 41 85 2 532 301 3 975 360

Wirbwed2 1 1 - - - - - - - - - (B) (B) 13) (B)

Roos and Hispanic OrPgin

Mite 752 193 559 80 68 39 55 79 85 51 101 2 471 247 3 ass 316

Black
Hispanic origins

70
42

25
13

44
29

8
3

11
8

8
-

-
5

2
3

9
4

3- 4
6

B

B

13 13

13

13

S

Iletrcpolitan-
Not:metropolitan Residence

Inside metropolitan areas 681 180 501 64 65 33 47 72 85 40 0..., 2 549 257 3 879 327

Inside central dties 273 77 1%6 23 28 13 30 26 39 11 26 2 163 364 3 345 460

Outside central cites 408 104 304 41 38 20 18 46 46 29 66 2 771 359 4 223 447

Outside metropolitan meat 159 44 115 25 14 19 7 9 IS 14 13 1 494 606 3 097 808

Region

Northeast 215 51 164 26 20 19 13 18 8 22 39 2 287 482 4 676 633

Midwest 166 43 123 25 13 7 16 14 18 12 19 2 118 490 3 185 445

South 224 47 177 20 26 14 1; 25 l't 7 28 2 424 445 3 375 487

West 235 84 151 '8 22 12 9 24 34 13 20 2 622 451 3 576 587

A9*

le n 29 years 107 45 62 20 14 3 16 2 1 - 7 (B) (B) (B) (B)

30 to 39 years 270 75 195 32 27 15 11 31 46 11 23 2 445 380 3 200 447

40to 49 yens 246 47 198 24 22 19 12 30 37 15 39 2 751 431 4 038 544

50 years and over 218 58 160 13 18 16 16 19 15 27 36 2 912 916 4 771 661

Presence of Own Children
From an Absent Father

No thildron present 452 129 322 55 35 24 20 41 42 ',7 68 2 670 380 4 241 450

One child or mote present 388 95 293 33 46 28 35 40 57 17 38 2 124 307 3 174 361

Years of School Completed

Elements V' 0 to 8 Yews
11333 11331

HiGh sthuol. Ito 3 yeas 91 30 61 7 16 3 3 6 6 12 8
!Si

4 year, 383 1t.,8 275 39 50 36 40 34 33 14 29 1 664 174 2 586 31

College' Ito 3 years 161 42 119 14 4 6 2 10 35 14 33 4 321 522 5 007 913

4 years or more 152 27 125 23 5 5 7 22 25 10 27 3 001 578 4 300 662

Year of Divorce or Separation

1980 and later 559 121 438 63 42 33 40 62 76 41 82 2 676 280 4 04'; 375

1975 St 1979 134 47 88 8 15 15 7 9 12 7 14 1 918 626 3 245 587

1970 St 1974
Before 1970

99
48

39
18

50
30

6
13

19
5

-
3

4
3

6
4

12-
6- 6

3
B B

,1,13

B

B

Receipt of Payments

Regularly 517 (X) 517 '1 38 44 45 76 98 54 102 2 925 298 4 239 334

Occasionally
Seldom
Now

66
33

225

(X)
1^.2

225 IXI

15

(X)

34

X I

7

(X)

2

(Xi

-
(X)

:2

(X) (X)

4

(X)

(B

)(i

B 8

i)Eld

:1

416

See footnotes at end of table
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Table 11. Amount of Alimony or Maintenance Payments Received in 1985, by Selected
Characteristics of Womencon.

(Numbers In thousands. Ever-dIvorced or currently separated women as of spring 1986. For meaning of symbols. is ten

Characteristic Total

Did
not
re-

Received payments In 1985

Amount of payment received In 1985

Median Income Mean ncome
ludo calve
t' a Stand- Stand-ants mints $1 $500 $1000 $1.500 $2000 $3,000 $5,000 $7,000 cad mudIn in to to to to to to to and Value error Value 'nor1985 1985 -ow $499 $999 $1,499 51,999 52,999 54,999 $6,999 over (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.) (Dol.)

W.wk Exporionco In 1)45

Work..: 619 156 463 64 53 47 39 56 78 41 82 2 485 309 3 834 346Worked at full-tIme Jobs 455 124 331 41 40 32 3' 44 61 21 59 2 471 341 4 006 44750 to 52 weeks 325 92 233 32 16 22 'J 30 47 21 44 2 855 466 4 332 554Worked at pan -time Jobs 164 32 132 24 13 14 8 14 17 19 23 2 527 757 3 404 454Did not work 221 68 153 24 28 5 15 23 21 13 23 2 186 413 3 425 553

Work Experience Bofors or at
Time of Separation

Worked during 5 years before or at
Imo of separation 580 177 403 72 50 42 46 35 70 31 58 1 914 259 3 504 379Worked at time of separabon 441 133 308 66 36 32 34 29 50 22 38 1 790 214 3 201 410Worked at hill-time Jobs 334 110 224 44 23 26 33 27 33 10 29 1 800 130 3 311 521Worked at part-erne Jobe 107 23 64 22 14 6 2 3 17 12 9 1 585 1 230 2 909 571Dirt not work at time of separation 399 92 307 22 44 20 20 52 49 32 88 2 903 384 4 266 416Did reit work durlrg 5 yews before or
at time of sepwabn 2e0 47 212 17 31 10 9 46 30 23 4a 2 878 409 4 167 453

Occupation Group of Longest
Job In 1965

Total' 619 156 463 84 53 47 39 58 78 41 82 2 485 309 3 634 346Meaneverial and professional
alty occquitions 162 31 131 4 4 8 8 18 32 14 32 3 794 598 4 622 667Techricel, sales. and administrative

support occupsflons 257 52 204 30 22 24 18 32 25 18 35 2 263 362 3 978 588Screw occupations 123 42 80 13 19 9 5 3 17 6 6 1 454 659 1 401 417Farming, forestry. and fishing
occupations

Precision production. craft. and rap&
3 - 3 - - - - - - 3 (B) (B) (B) (B)

=melons 14 5 9 3 2 3 2 - -Operators fabricators, and lab:sore 61 26 5 5 3 6 4 3 2 1[33 it%

Incomrr 'n 1985

Without Income 14 14 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) ()9(j (X) (X) ( (X) gi (C)With Income 827 211 616 89 110 55 al 54 10e 2 40 '''.. 3 2s4$11135999 or lose 18 8 10 10 - - - - - -$1 0001051,909 S - 5 - 3 1 1 - - -52,000 lo $2,999 36 13 23 11 10 - - 2 - - -$3,2S to $3,999 42 17 25 8 5 4 8 - 2 - -$4,000 to $5,999 68 30 3a 5 9 a - 6 6 5 -$6,000 to $7.999 101 34 67 10 22 1 a .6 5 7 _$81 XI to $9,999 62 13 So 2 10 4 3 '0 9 5 8$10,00 to $11.999 57 11 46 9 8 4 6 8 3 a -$12,00010 514.999 84 2a 56 6 1 9 4 9 5 17515,00010 $24,999 187 35 151 11 6 16 15 17 40 16 30 3 5 4 117 46$25,000 and over 167 22 145 15 7 12 9 18 26 8 50 3 916 7 9 6 287 923
Median Income

Standard error
Mean Income

Standard error

dollars..
dollars..
dollars..
dollars..

12 899
775

16 286
770

a 773
1 538

11 972
1 105

14 263
1 104

17 781
943

8 217
2 443

12 579
2 334

7 167
678

9 843
1 750

13

B
B

B
B
B

11 729
2 919

17 014
2 187

17 502
1 610

19 728
1 743

Et

B
B

23 630
3 415

2a 936
2 890

X
X cti
X X) X

lil
Type of Income In 1985

With eamIrgs 619 156 463 64 53 47 39 58 78 41 82 2 485 39 3 834 346With other Incomes 574 112 463 64 53 47 39 5.1: 7a 41 82 2 485 309 3 834 346With govemmern transfer
payments' 110 33 77 7 7 3 15 9 13 11 12 2 737 895 3 587 579Public assistance income 2a 8 20 5 3 - 5 3 - - 3 (B) (B) (B) (BIAid to families with dep.

children
Other government transfer

2a 6 16 5 1 - 5 3 3 (B) (B) (Bra (B)
payments 86 .5 61 2 3 3 11 6 13 1 11 (B; (B) (B) (B)With other unearned Income 505 45 409 5a 35 47 37 55 63 37 78 2 511 305 4 009 381With alimony 463 (,),(,4 463 64 53 47 39 58 78 41 82 2 485 309 3 834 346WIttiout other Income 45 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)

Without earnings,
..,th government trans'ir
payments,
Public assistance income

221

110
41

68

46
20

153

64
21

24

12
5

28

17
7

5

4
2

15

a
3

23

10
3

21

4-

13

7
2

23

-2

2 186 413

S 2
3 425

2
553

2Aid ,: families with dep.
chlidren 33 19 13 3 5 - 3 t 3 - - - (B) (3) (B) (B)Other government tr anger

psyments 73 27 46 7 10 2 6 10 4 5 2 (B) (B) (B) (B)With other unearned Income 146 28 118 1 20 2 I I 17 18 9 20 2 293 506 3 654 satWith elmony 153 (X) 153 14 28 5 15 23 21 13 23 2 186 413 3 425 553
1Remarried women whose previous marrlage ended In divorce.
2Widovred women whose previous marriage ended In divorce
Vomen of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
`Excludes women whoa longest Job was In the Armed Forces.
'Detail does rot add to total because some women have more than one or none of the types of Income *willed.
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Table 12. Percent of Alimony or Maintenance Payments Received in 1985, by Selected
Characteristics of Women

(Ever-dNorart or currently separated women as of spring 1086. For meaning of symbols. see text)

Characteristic Total
due

mPaents Y'

in 1985
(Thous.)

Percent of payments received MMus ) Payments actually received
If kill amount of

payments were received

00

01
to

249

25 0
b

499

50 0
to

749

75 0
to

999

1CO 0
and

over

Mean alim /
malnt Inc,

Mean total
moray Income

Mean allm./
maInt. Inc. mone;

Mean total
Income

Value
(Dot )

Stand-
ard

error
(Dol)

Value
(Dol )

Stand-
ard

erriv
(Dol )

Value
(DC I

Stand-
and

error
(1301)

Value
(Da)

Stand-
and

error
Mal )

Total 840 225 33 16 49 102 415 2 735 235 16 038 768 3 842 378 17 150 810
Standard error 71 37 (8) (B) (B) 25 50 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)

Current Marital Status

Marrieda 89 37 2 4 11 20 15 1 857 5'5 13 369 1 934 2 947 793 14 459 1 965

Separated 148 28 14 27 78 2 531 538 12 090 1 659 3 306 527 12 864 1 657
Divorced 604 161 16 12 38 55 322 2 917 289 17 398 932 4 107 499 18 596 994
Widowed" 1 1 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)

Race and Hispanic
Origin

White 752 193 25 14 40 97 382 2 865 256 16 314 828 3 995 419 17 449 877
Black
Hispa lc origins

70
42

25
13

8
8

2 5
3

4
9

26
9 (BC 13

Metropolitan-
Nonmotropolitan
Residence

Inside metropolitan areas ....... 681 180 28 1' 35 67 154 2 852 264 16 742 856 3 938 431 17 834 904
Inside central cities 273 77 16 12 30 132 2 407 364 16 120 1 216 4 056 931 17 770 1 425
Outside central cities 408 104 12 11, 23 38 221 3 150 366 17 158 1 173 3 856 360 17 877 1 170

Outside metropolitan areas 159 44 5 14 34 62 2 234 625 13 033 2 066 3 435 944 14 234 2 159

Region

Northeast 215 51 9 2 8 43 101 3 571 522 17 531 1 482 4 297 528 18 259 1 465
Midwest 166 43 10 15 19 79 2 362 372 15 578 1 462 2 872 372 16 112 1 442

South 224 47 10 12 17 137 2 664 414 15 831 1 659 3 703 449 16 870 1 677
West 235 84 13 4 15 22 98 2 302 424 15 198 1 256 4 245 1 160 17 141 1 587

Ago

1810 29 years 107 45 5 17 40 1 032 332 7 485 1 052 1 869 372 8 323 1 060
30 to 39 years 270 75 9 11 9 25 142 2 316 354 15 328 1 286 2 871 341 15 898 1 270

40 to 40 years 246 47 10 18 28 142 3 260 471 21 584 1 613 4 197 497 22 521 1 607

50 years and over ....... 218 58 10 4 22 32 92 3 496 540 14 863 1 323 5 611 1 236 16 980 1 672

Presence of Own
Children From an
Absent Father

No *Wren present 452 129 17 41 63 194 3 026 355 16 367 1 096 4 5b1 649 17 912 1 186

One chile or more prevent 388 95 16 9 8 39 221 2 396 196 15 655 1 066 3 006 304 16 265 1 074

Years of School
Completed

Elementary. 0 to 8 years
High school 1 to 3 years

53
91

17
30

3
4 2

6
8

12
7

15
411 2

I B)
486

(B)
644 10

(B)
284 1

(E)
567 3

(B)
4.44 607 11 2% 1

(8)
514

4 years 383 108 16 9 24 48 176 1 857 249 13 532 940 2 865 283 14 362 952

Cot ego. 1 to 3 years 161 42 4 2 9 15 89 4 359 755 19 152 1 620 6 711 1 656 21 504 2 076
4 years or

Ore 152 1 27 6 3 19 95 3 530 587 25 126 2 396 4 186 608 25 809 2 363

Year of Divorce or
Separation

1980 and later 559 121 30 10 16 52 331 3 173 316 16 345 940 4 116 353 17 295 944
1975 to 1979 134 47 1 11 32 43 2 115 442 16 291 1 799 2 752 481 16 930 1 795

197010 1974 99 39 7 12 11 29 1 883 508 13 703 1 6,1 2 585 462 14 406 1 598

Bekaa 1970 aa 18 2 10 6 12 (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) IB) (B) (B)

Receipt of Payments

Regularly 517 X) 102 415 4 239 334 18 596 054 4 315 339 18 681 1 054

Occasionally 66 )( 16 49 (B B (B) (B)

Seldom
Never

33 X
225 22

33
(X) (X) (X) IX)

(B
(X 11 262 1

(B)
096

sB
x ;3( 13 919 1 474

See footnotes at end of table
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Table 12. Percent of Alimony or Maintenance Payments Received in 1985, by Selected
Characteristics of Women con.

(06a.clivorced or currently separated women as o spring ' 986 For meaning of symbols, see text)

Characteristic Total
due

Percent of payments received (thous) ) Payments a.nally rist-,'.ed If full unman of
payments were received

Mean am./
main. Inc'

Mean total
money income

Mean arm/
maJnt. Inc.

Mean total
money Income

pay-
Stand- Stand- Stand- Stand-mints 0 1 25 0 50 0 75 0 100 0 aid aid aid andin 1985 to to tc to and Value error Valli' error Val* error Value error(Thous.) 0 0 24 9 49 9 74 9 99 9 over (Doi) ) (Dol ) (Doi) (D01) (Doi) ) (Dol.) (Doi) (Doi.)

Work Experience In
1915

Wrked 619 156 22 10 30 74 326 2 865 281 19 315 923 3 606 285 20 063 920Worked at f9.1.1rne jobs ..... 455 124 22 10 18 52 229 2 913 354 21 988 1 075 3 768 360 22 652 1 0665010 52 weeks 325 92 14 9 10 34 166 3 106 436 24 740 1 262 3 457 449 25 605 1 253Worked al part-drne Jobe 164 32 13 22 07 2 733 405 11 906 1 406 3 158 394 12 332 1 389Did not wort 221 68 11 7 19 28 es 2 369 422 6 863 645 4 503 1 196 8 946 1 305

Work Experlento
Bofors or at Time of
Separation

Worked during 5 year* before
or at time of separation 580 177 27 12 24 67 274 2 434 286 16 931 928 3 673 517 18 171 1 001Worked at time of

sepwallon 441 133 21 9 15 46 218 2 238 309 17 t"87 1 084 3 635 648 19 085 1 193Worked at full-time job* 334 110 14 6 12 38 15. 2 225 377 18 684 1 246 3 873 841 20 334 1 407Worked at part am*
be 107 23 6 3 3 8 63 2 2-7 467 14 579 2 121 2 895 476 15 197 2 086D .ot work at time el

separation 399 92 12 7 34 56 197 3 285 353 14 214 1 067 4 071 350 15 011 1 052Did not work during 5 years
before or at time of
separation 260 47 7 4 25 35 141 3 407 406 14 043 1 348 4 220 409 14 872 1 330

Occupation Group of
Longest Job In 19$5

Totals 619 156 10 30 74 326 , 865 281 19 315 923 3 606 285 20 063 920M4norrial and professional
Wry occtbations 162 31 3 25 98 3 899 594 27 704 2 471 4 356 567 28 164 2 434Techrical, sales, and

adrnintstratIve support
occupa6ons. 257 52 8 6 14 27 148 3 165 497 19 666 1 065 4 033 522 20 549 1 101Service occup .. 12:i 42 11 11 54 1 572 323 10 159 977 2 388 346 10 975 986Fanning. foreaby, and fishing
accupabons

Precision production, craft,
3 3 (3) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B) (B)

and repair occupations
Operators, fabricators, and

14 5 2 7 (B) (8) (8) (B) (8) (0) (B) (B)
laborers 61 26 3 8 20 (B) (8) (8) (B) (8) (B) (5) (B)

"'Mean amount based on all women duo nayments, whether or not payments were received.
allernarried women whose previous marriage ended in divorce
Widowed women whose previous marriage ended In divorce.
,Women of Hispanic origin may be of any race
,Excludes women whose longest job was In the Armed Forces.

6
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Table 13. Property Settlements Following DivorceEver-Divorced Women, by Selected
Characteristics

(Numbers In thousands. Women as of spring 1986 For moaning of symbols. see text)

Characteristic

Total

No settlement readied Properly settlement readied

Toal'

Received

Total'

Received Type of settlement

Child
support

only
Alimony

only

Child
.14)Pon

aid
alimony

Ch.ld
support

only
Allmon/

only

Child
support

and
alimony

Cash2
only

Other
types'

only

Cash2
and

otter
NP**3

Total 16 547 10 663 1 352 60 55 5 883 1 107 264 116 1 272 4 363 248

Standard error 284 237 89 (B) (B) 181 61 40 26 87 157 38

Current Marital Status

Married' 7 361 4 893 508 5 6 2 468 448 34 7 .f-07 1 841 120

Divorced 8 000 4 869 831 55 49 3 131 648 230 109 736 2 289 106

Widowed' I 186 901 12 285 II .:3 234 21

Race and Hispanic Odgin

White 14 408 9 078 i 179 42 51 5 330 1 014 249 115 1 179 4 007 144

Black 1 832 1 373 160 18 3 459 73 6 2 67 303 89

Hispanic origin' 866 619 64 3 5 247 61 2 47 188 11

AIR

1810 29 year 2 046 1 535 329 2 10 511 163 a 13 126 375 10

30 to 39 years 4 950 3 106 674 12 31 1 844 624 75 38 427 1 379 38

40 years and over 9 550 6 022 349 46 14 3 528 320 181 65 719 2 609 200

Years of School Completed

Less than 12 years 4 146 2 975 200 14 7 1 171 147 39 3 218 891 62

HI gi school 4 years 7 354 4 735 659 25 33 2 619 549 106 63 544 1 956 119

Cde9e. 1 to 3 years 3 091 1 911 351 11 6 1 182 248 57 22 261 874 46
a years Or more 1 955 ' 044 142 10 7 911 163 62 27 249 641 21

Presence of Own Children From an
Absent Father

No cNIdren p 'sent 11 110 7 197 (X) 49 (X) 3 913 (X) 236 (X) 833 2 867 194
One child or more present 5 436 3 466 1 352 11 55 1 970 1 107 28 116 439 1 477 54

Year of Divorce

1980 and later 5 900 3 642 816 20 39 2 258 653 183 93 558 1 605 95

1975th 1979 640 2 289 366 15 13 1 351 277 30 13 334 961 55

1971. iti 1974 d 287 1 470 135 14 3 817 117 33 10 197 570 51

Before 1970 4 720 3 262 35 12 1 457 60 18 184 1 227 46

Income In 1985

Without Income 898 663 (X) (X) (X) 235 (X) (X) (X) 41 171 23

With Income 15 649 10 000 1 352 60 55 5 644 1 107 264 116 1 231 4 192 225

ft to $999 or loss 1 092 775 38 317 26 7 65 230 22

'1,000 to $1.999 576 402 44 176 32 2 2 32 140 4

$2,000 to $3.999 1 615 1 158 104 7 a 457 88 15 3 84 360 13

84,000 to $5,999 1 551 1 096 69 12 455 76 15 75 354 26

$6,000 to $7,999 1 541 1 055 101 4 4 487 95 28 11 89 383 15

$8,000 to 89.999 1 093 733 101 3 5 361 53 21 9 66 290 5

$10,000 to $11,999, 1 062 680 107 3 3 382 61 18 10 76 282 24

812.000 to $14.999 1 619 993 180 2 625 122 22 16 168 424 33

815.000 to $19,999 2 055 1 276 248 4 11 779 217 30 24 174 591 14

820.000 to $24,999 1 395 782 172 12 16 612 155 20 13 182 406 24

825.000 and over 2 048 1 051 188 (B) (B) 997 183 84 28 220 733 45

Median Income doilars.. 10 667 9 405 13 697 (B B) 12 774 15 008 15 2/3 16 076 14 157 12 337 12 253

Standard error . ................. . .... ... dollars.. 196 227 535 (B 272 622 1 954 I 687 586 323 1 002

Mean rev dollars.. 12 1.73 11 848 14 993 ( B (I1 14 965 15 739 19 811 18 688 16 127 14 642 14 623

Stan ,or dollars., '36 17f 460 M B 270 556 1 650 1 642 591 311 1 344

Oca.1 does not add to total because some evendwrced women received neither child ....upon nor alimony, not s en separately
2A one-time cash settlemerr
'Other proper./ (e g house. othor real estate. cars, or fur, iishings)
'Remarried //omen whose previous marriage ended in dlwrce
'Widowed women whose previous marriage ended in diwrce
'Won... of tr.spanic origin may be of any race
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Table 14. Receipt of Child Support and/or Alimony or Maintenance Payments in 1985, by
Presence of Children and Selected Characteristics of Women

(Child support payments for women with own chillien under 21 years of age present from absent fathers as of spring 1986 Allmon/ payments for ever-divorced or currently separated women Forinsartirg of symbols. es text)

Women with children

Total Child support only

Mean income from cold Mean total Mean income from Mean totalCharacteristic support or allm rnaint money ni.onve child support money income

Stand . Stan& Stand- Standard ard ard ardNumber' Value error Value error Number Value error Value error(Thous ) (Doi 1 (Doi) ) (Doi ) (Doi ) (Thous ) (Doi) (Do1) (Dol ) (Dot)
Total ........... 3 310 2 452 75 14 878 313 3 016 2 129 60 14 628 320Standard error 138 ix) IX) ix) (X) 132 1X) (X) (X) (X)

Current Marital Status

Marrivid2 970 2 000 85 13 512 601 956 1 956 133 I 13 532 606Separated 410 2 619 237 13 021 734 327 2 079 185 I 12 854 739Merced
1 676 2 849 121 16 874 426 1 480 2 397 97 I 16 538 433Widowed,

Never married
23

231
(B1

1 147
B)

1(48
(B) I (B)

9 675 1 256
23

231
(B)

1 147
I B)
148 I

)

9 67(B5
(13

1 25e
)

Ram and Hispanic Origin

Write 2 773 2 570 85 15 146 343 2 505 2 196 67 I 14 887 349Ikea 487 1 788 151 13 379 877 465 1 749 153 13 315 907Hispanic origin 202 2 307 388 11 627 1 191 179 1 865 333 11 305 1 265

15 to 29 year! 785 1 580 101 10 842 554 734 1 429 87 11. 958 58330 lo 39 years
1 613 2 518 95 15 526 428 1 517 2 331 91 15 580 44740 years and over 912 3 086 187 17 204 657 765 2 401 120 It 235 657

Years of School Completed

Elementary. 0 to 5 years 121 2 642 400 9 179 1 150 102 1 822 276 9 241 1 333High school 1 lo 3 years . ...... 398 1 895 167 9 259 823 375 1 798 168 9 164 8584 years 1 627 2 174 86 13 555 364 1 481 1 964 77 13 482 380Colege 1 to 3 years 758 2 728 174 17 129 675 705 2 360 138 16 912 6994 years or more 405 3 54. 304 23 200 1 092 353 2 802 199 22 244 1 052

Year of Divorce or Separation'

1980 and later 1 966 2 817 109 15 420 387 1 730 2 388 87 ; 15 231 4031975 lo 1979 720 2 213 124 15 544 650 683 2 075 116 , 15 477 6671970 So 1974 286 1 657 160 13 869 1 075 269 1 462 99 ; 13 713 1 120Bibs 1970 106 2 305 373 14 342 2 660 103 2078, 313; 12 370 1 941

Inclusion of Health insurance In
Child Support Award

Health insurance included 661 2 924 112 15 735 428 1 484 2 527, 92 15 421 447Health Insurance not included
1 367 1 960 89 14 597 497 1 301 1 850 ; 82 , 14 603 479

Work Experience In 1985

Worked 2 692 2 501 04 17 097 342 2 464 2 195 ; 66 16 837 345Worked at fuN -time jobs 2 171 2 502 93 ; 18 927 381 2 003 2 211 I 73 18 608 36340 weeks or more 1 865 2 510 101' 20 296 408 1 738 2 238 79 19 883 40750 to 52 weeks ........... 1 655 2 530 1061 20 404 412 1 550 2 244 ; 83 19 957 40339 weeks or less 306 2 449 2401 10 579 630 265 2 035 191 10 251 650Worked at part-time lobs 521 2 496 1971 9 473 465 460 2 124 ; 156 9 13040 weeks or more 279 2 453 223 11 581 649 254 2 255 219 11 064 59150 to 52 weeks ...... 228 2 491 258 I 11 082 533 207 2 244 250 10 903 56439 weeks or loss 242 2 546 3381 7 037 560 206 1 962 220 6 750 588Did not work 618 2 239 1631 5 202 288 552 1 835 ; 142 4 775 285

Work Experience Before or at Time
of Separation'

Worked during 5 years before or at time of
Iseparation 2 490 2 a03 81 15 832 355 I 2 290 2 14.3 65 15 635 364Worked at time of sop alien 1 915 2 377 16 63Y 398 ; 1 764 , 2 180 75 ; 16 438 412Worked at ; bs 1 483 2 314 94I 17 0831 464 ; 1 375 ; 2 128 82 16 882 480Worked at parttime Jobs . ..... 432 2 592 1951 IS 100 ' 749 I J89 2 365 176 14 868 767Did not work at time of separation.... 1 164 2 835 1531 13019! 520 , 1 021 , 2 163 1 114 12 621 513Did not work during 5 years before or al

time of separation 588 3 170 223 12 880 724 I 495 i 2 521 : 187 , 12 280 702
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Table 14. Receipt of Child Support and/or Alimony or Maintesiance Payments in 1985, by
Presence of Children and Selected Characteristics of Women con.

(Child support payments for woman with own children under 21 years of age present from absent fathers u of spring 1986. Allmon/ payments for everdivorcytor curreney separated women. For
minim of symbols. t w text,

Characteristic

Women with children-Con. Women without children

Child suopcn and alimony /maintenance payments Allmony/malntenance payments ofiy

Nurnberg
(Thous )

Mean inwme from child 1
support and alimony makit

Mean ^otal
money Income

Number
(Thous.)

Mean Income from
alitnon}/malr.snance

Mean total
money inCOITHII

Value
( Doi.)

Stand-
aid

error
(Dol.)

Value
(Doi.)

Stand
aid

error
(Cut.)

Value
(Da)

Stand-
aid

terror
(Doi)

Value
(Dol.;

Stand
aid

NM
(Dol.)

Total
Standard error

Clifford Marital Status

Marne&
Separated
Divorced
Widower,
Never married

Naos and Hispanic Origin

white
Black
Hispanic °N O

Age

16 to 29 yews
301e 30 years
40 years and over

Years of School Completed

Elententely: 0 le 6 years
HO school: 1 le 3 years

4 years
College: 14 3 years

4 years Of TWO

Yew of Divorce or Separation.

1980 and later
1975101979
1970101974
Bofors 1970

inclusion of Health insunume In
Child Support Award

Nealet Insurance Included
Nealet Insurance not Included

Work Experience In 1915

Worked
Worked at full-time Jobs

40 weeks or more
50 to 52 weeks

39 weeks or less
Worked at part-drne jobs

40 weeks Of TORO
50 to 52 weeks

39 weeks or Was
Old not work

Work Expwienos Before or at urns
of Separations

Worked during 5 years before or at time of
separation
Worked at time of separation

Worked at fUll-dme jobs
Worked at partIlme lobs

Did net work at time of sepro^^
Old no work durlrg 5 years before or at
Im of separation

226
37

14
55

158

(X)

217
8

13

42
87
W

11

15
119
44
36

180
33
13

168
59

181
126

02
81

34
55
20
16
35
48

153
114

79
34

113

74

5 823
(X)

1:11:1

6 49ii

i'!i

5 926
03)
(8)

(8)
S 770
6 805

El
B

4 92i

illi

6 013

ttli
8

6 421
(8)

5 804
S 920
5 914
5 982

8
B
B
Ell
B
B

5 290
4 592
4 476

(B)
7 067

(B)

464
(X)

iiil
619

illi

496

I

(B)
462
952

illi
534

(B)

561

(I}
(B

577
(8)

579
674
825
902

8
iB
B

IS

563
507
492
(B)

776

(B)

16 75:
(X)

1

19 (LSI

)1i

16 954

Si

(P)
14 353
22 285

El
41

14 766

(B)

16 424
Eli

itl)

18 491
(B)

18 807
21 827
24 828
25 480

115

B

(BSI

18 072
19 112
19 566

(B)
14 371

(B)

1 249
(X)

I:1
B

1 504

)13(i

1 278

(B)

(B)
1 460
2 133

1 241li

1 439
!IN

Si

1 474
(8)

1 423
1 626
1 811
1 927

8
13}
8
8
Eli

1 608
1 822
2 116

(131
1 623

(B)

322
44

30
37

247

(X)

291
23
6

12
99

211

17
36

129
at
73

203
50
42
27

$i

234
163
143
128
1
71
41
30
30
88

203
158
117

41
164

119i_

4 2.1
(X)

4
Ill
li

4 380

(B)

(B)
4 127
4 489

El
B

3 39i

igi

5 033
111

Ili

g(4)

4 535
4 624
4 791
4 683

B

litli

Li;.

3 45

4 063
3 833
3 947

(B)
4 634

4 544

450
(X)

Si
541

)1i

484

illi

(B)
610
583

B)
B

611

illi

630
!El

Ii

))((i

523
692
699
740

B

(B

(B
(B

86

583
648
797
(B)

624

12

18 086
(X)

19 444

)1i

18 425

Si

(8)
19 089
18 131

14 5
11

iSi

19 481
!El

Ii

8((i

21 935
25 198
27 337
27 630

8
13

B
(B

7 51

19 966
20 559
22 389

(B)
15 706

14 891

1 379
(X)

2
,5887

illi

1 472

lEli

(9)
2 538
1 604

2
JIB43,1

11%

1 540
!131

A

gl

1 655
1 950
2 017
1 9611

13

1
j B41118

1 837
2 231
2 570

(B)
1 586

1 935

'Includes women with children from absent fathers who received alimony but no child support, not shown separately
aFternanted women whose previous montage ended In divorce
Video/id woman whose previous marriage ended In divorce.
Vernon of Hispanic origin may bear any race.
'Excludes nevergnarried women.



1

59

Appendix A. Definitions and Explanations

DEFINITIONS RELATED TO CHILD SUPPORT,
ALIMONY, AND PROPERTY SETTLEMENTS

Child support. Data on award of child support pay-
ments were collected from women 18 years or older
with children under 2I years of age whose father was
not living in the household as of spring 1986. Informa-
tion on recipiency and amount of payments was obtained
from women who reported that they were awarded or
had agreements ' ) receive child support payments in
1985. For ever-married women, payment amounts were
limited to only those from the last divorce or separation.

Alimony. Data on the award of alimony or maintenance
payments were collected from women 18 years or older
who were ever-divorced or currently separated as of
spring 1986. Information on recipiency status and pay-
ment amounts was obtained from those women who
reported that they were awarded or had agreements to
receive alimony payments in 1985. The data are limited
to payments received from the most recent divorce or
separation.

Property settlements. Data on property settlements
were collected from women 18 years or older who were
ever-divorcei as of spring 1986. For the purposes of
this survey, property settlements consist of a one-time
cash settlement ;cash, savings accounts, or marketable
securities) or other property (i.e., house, other real
estate, car, or furnishings), or a combination of both.

Reason for non-award of child support.
Final agreement pending: A child support agreement
was awaiting final court, magisterial, or legal action
before becoming final, and/or a voluntary written agree-
ment was not yet final.

Accepted property settlement in lieu of child support: A
one-time property settlement was acc.cpted in lieu of
regular child support payments.

Joint custody granted: Housing, care, and support of
the child(ren) was shared by both the child(rem's mother
and father and, therefore, no money or other support
was exchanged by the parents.

Did not want child support. The mother indicated she
did not want child support for her child(ren).

R 4

Unable to locate father: Child support was desired, but
the child(ren)'s father could not be loc,Ited.

Unable to establish paternity. Child support arrange-
ments could not be made because the child(ren)'s
paternity could not be established.

Some other reason: The mother wanted child support,
and the reason for non-award diJ not fit any of the
reasons listed above.

Inclusion of health Insurance in child support award.
This item refer to whether the child(ren)'s father had

made health insurance arrangements for his child(ren)
as part of the child support award. Arrangements for
health insurance could have been made by his purchas-
ing a separate policy for the childtren) or including the
child(ren) under the health insurance provided by the
father's employer. In either event, the purchase of or
inclusion in health insurance must be part of the child
support agreement. Insurance taken out by the mother
but paid for with monies for child support from the father
is not included.

Type of child support arrangment.
Voluntary written agreement: Voluntary written agree-
ments between the parties. This agreement may or may
not have been recognized by the courts as part of the
divorce or separation proceedings. This type of agree-
ment was not ordered by the courts.

Court ordered :: Payments ordered by a court. Court
ordered payments usually take place when a mutually
acceptable agreemer4 cannot be worked out between
the parties.

Other: Arrangements not within either of the two cases
above. This category includes informal verbal agree-
ments.

Method of payment of child support.

L.Irprfly frnm child's father: The child(ren)'s father sent
or brought the money directly to the household with no
intermediaries or agencies involved.

Through a court or public agency: The father made the
payments to an agency or court which then forwarded
the payments to the mother.
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Some other method Another method other than the
two above was established, such as through an inter-
mediary other than a public agency or court.

Rocelpt of payments for child support and alimony

Regularly: The woman received payments for her chil-
dren) roughly 75 percent to 100 percent of the time she
was supposed to.

Occasionally: She received the payments roughly 25
percent to 75 percent of the time she was supposed to.

Seldom: She received the payments roughly 1 percent
to 25 percent of the time she was supposed io.

Never. No payments were received.

DEFINITIONS OF SOCIAL AND
DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

Age. The age classification is based on the age of the
woman at her last birthday.

Race. The popilation is divided into three groups on
the basis of race: White, Black, and "other races." The
last category includes American Indians, Asian and
Pacific Islanders, and any other race except White and
Black.

Women of Hispanic origin. Women of Hispanic origin
were identified by a question that asked for self- identification
of the women's origin or descent. Respondents were
asked to select their origin (and the origin of other
household members) from a "flash card" listing ethnic
origins. Women of Hispanic origin, in particular, were
those who indicated that their origin was Mexican,
Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American, or
some other Hispanic origin. It should be noted that
women of Hispanic origin may be of any race.

Years of school completed. Data on years of school
completed were derived from the combination of answers
to questions concerning the highest grade of school
attended by tho woman and whether or not that grade
was finished. The questions on educational attainment
apply only to progress in "regular" schools. Such schools
include graded public and private elementary and high
schools (both junior and senior high), colleges, univer-
sities, and professional schools, whether day schools or
night schools. Thus, regular schooling is that vhich may
advance a woman towerd an elementary school certif-
icate or a high school diploma, or a college, university,
or professional school degree. Schooling in other than
regular schools was counted only if the credits obtained
were regarded as transferable to a school in the regular
school system.

Martel status. The marital status classification refers
to the status at the time of enumeration. Women
classified as "married" or "widowed" consist of those
who remarried after having been divorced. Women
classified as separated are either legally separated or
otherwise absent from their spouse because of marital
discord.

Women in common-law marriages are classified as
married, and women who are single or whose only
marriage was annulled are classified as never married.

Year of divorce or separation. The year of divorce or
separation reflects the year of marital dissolution. For
women who were divorced or separated more than
once, it is the year of most recent divorce or separation.
For divorces that require a formal (legal) separation, the
year reflects the year the actual divorce took place.

Children from an absent father. Children from an
absent father are a woman's sons and daughters (induding
stepchildren and adopted children) whose father was
not living in the same household. The questionnaire Was
designed to count children from an absent father only
when at least one such child in the household is under
21 years of age.

Tenure. A housing unit is "owner occupied" if the
owner or co-Iwner lives in the unit, even if it is mort-
gaged or not fully paid for. A cooperative or condomin-
ium unit is "owner occupieu" only if the owner or
co-owner lives in it. All other occupied units are classi-
fied as "renter occupied," including units rented for
cash rent and those occupied without payment of cash
rent. For renter-occupied units, information was also
obtained as to whether the unit was publicly owned or
subsidized by the Federal, State, or local government.

Head versus householder. Beginning with the 1980
CPS, the Bureau of the Census discontinued the use of
the term "head of family." Instead, the term "family
householder" is used. Recent social changes have
resulted in greater sharing of household responsibilities
among the adult members and, therefore, have made
the term "head" increasingly inappropriate in the anal-
ysis of family data. Specifically, tho Bureau has discon-
tinued its longtime practice of always classifying the
husband as the reference person (head) when he and
his wife are living together.

Householder. The instructions call for listing first the
person (or one of the persons) in whose name the home
is owned or rented. If the house is owned jointly by a
married couple, either the husband or the wife may be
listed first, thereby becoming the reference person, or
householder, to whom the relationship of the other
household members is recorded. One person in each
household is designated as the "householder." The
number of householders, therefore, is equal to the
number of households.

P ,-



Family. A family is a group of two persons or more (one
of whom is the householder) related by birth, marriage,
or adoption and residing together; all such persons
(including related subfamily members) are considered
as members of one family. Beginning with the 1980
CPS, unrelated subfamilies (referred to in the past as
secondary families) are no longer included in the count
of families, nor are the members of unrelated
lies included in the count of family members.

DEFINITIONS OF GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL

Metropolitan-nonmetropolitan residence. The pop-
ulation residing in metropolitan statistical areas (MSA's)
constitutes the metropolitan population. MSA's are defined
by the Office of Management and Budget for use in the
presentation of statistics by agencies of the Federal
Government. An MSA is a geographic area consisting of
a large population nucleus, together with adjacent com-
munities which have a high da3ree of economic and
social integration with that nucleus. The definitions
specify a boundary around each large city so as to
include most ,r all of its suburbs. Entire counties form
the MSA building blocks, except in New England where
cities and towns are used. The former term SMSA was
changed to MSA in 1983.

An area qualifies for recognition as an MSA if (1) it
includes a city of at least 50,000 population, or (2) it
includes a Census Bureau-defined urbanized area of at
least 50,000 with a total metropolitan population of at
least 100,000 (75,000 in New England). In addition to
the county containi4 the main city or urbanized area,
an MSA may include other counties having b. tg
commuting ties to the central county. If specified con-
ditions are met, certain large MSA's are designated as
consolidated MSA's (CMSA's) and divided into compo-
nent primary MSA's (PMSA's).

Central cities. The largest city in each MSA. is always
designated a central city. There may be additioral
central cities if specified requirements, designed to
identify places of central character within the MSA, are
met. Although the largest central cities are generally
included in tie title of the MSA, there may be central
cities that are not part of the title. The balance of the
MSA outside the central city or cities often is regarded
as equivalent to "suburbs."

Geographic regions. The four major regions of the
United States for which data are presented in this report
represent groups of States as follows:

Northeast: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode
Island, and Vermont.

Fl

Midwest: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota. Ohio. South
Dakota, and Wisconsin.

South: Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, District of Colum-
bia, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland,
Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia.

West: Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii,
Mc.itana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah,

Washington, and Wyoming.

DEFINITIONS OF OCCUPATION AND WORK
EXPERIENCE CHARACTERISTICS

Occupation. The data on occupation refer to the job
held longest during the year. The occupation groups
were derived from occupation subgroups delineated on
the basis of the classification system used in the 1980
census. For more detailed information. see the February
1983 issue of Employment and Earn!' igs by the 3ureau
of Labor Statistics.

Work experience. A waman with work experience is
one who, during the preceding calendar year or during
the five year interval prior to marital separation, did any
civilian work for pay or profit or worked without pay on a
femily-operated farm or business at any time during the
year cn a part-time or full-time basis.

Weeks worked !rt the income year. Women rc
classified according to the number of different weeks,
during the preceding calendar year, in which they did
any civilian work for pay or profit (including paid vaca-
tions and sick leave) or worked without pay on a
family-operated farm or business.

Part-time or full-time jobs. A woman is classified as
having worked at part-time jobs during the preceding
calendar year or during the five year interval prior to
marital separation, if she worked at civilian jobs which
provided less than 35 hours of work per week in a
majority of the weeks in which she worked during the
year. She is classified as having worked at full-time jobs
if she worked 35 hours or more per week during a
majority of the weeks in which she worked.

Year-round, full-time worker. A year-round full-time
worker is one who worked primarily at full-time civilian
jobs for 50 weeks or more during the preceding calen-
dar year.

Nonworker. A nonworker is one who did not do any
civilian work in the calendar year preceding the survey
or during the five year interval prior to marital separa
tion, as applicable.
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DEFINITIONS OF MONEY INCOME AND
POVERTY STATUS

Income. For each person in the sample 15 years old
and over, questions were asked on the amount of
money income received in the preceding calendar year
from each of the following sources: (1) money wages or
salary; (2) net income from nonfarm self-employment;
(3) net income from farm self-employment; (4) Social
Security or railroad retirement income; (5) Supplemental
Security income; (6) public assistance or welfare pay-
ments; (7) interest (on savings or other investments
which pay interest); (8) dividends, income from estates
or trusts, or net rental income; (9) veterans' payments or
unemployment and worker's compensation; (1u) private
pensions or government employee pensions; (11) ali-
mony or child support, regular contributions from per-
sons not living in the household, and other periodic
income.

It should be noted that although the income statistics
refer to receipts during the preceding year, the charac-
teristics of t, le woman (such as age and marital status)
and the composition of families refer to `le time of the
survey. The income of the family does not include
amounts received by persons who were members of the
family during all or part of the income year if these
persons no longer resided with the family at the time of
enumeration. However, family income includes amounts
reported by related persons who did not reside with the
family during the income year but who were members of
the fame:;' at the time of enumeration.

Data on consumer income collected in the CPS by
the Bureau of the Census cover money income received
(exclusive of certain money receipts such as capital
gains) before payments for personal income taxes,
Social Security, union dues, Medicare deductions, etc.
Therefore, money income does not reflect the fact that
some families receive part of their income in the form of
noncash benefits such as food stamps, health benefits,
and subsidized housing; that some farm families receive
noncash benefits in the form of rent-free housing and
goods produc-d and consumed on the farm; or that
noncash benefits are also received by some nonfarm
residents which often take the form of the use of
business transportation and facilities, full or partial pay-
ments by business for retirement programs, medical
and educational expenses, etc. These elements should
be considered when comparing income levels. More-
over, readers should be aware that for many different
reasons there is a tendency in household surveys for
respondents to underreport their income. From an anal-
ysis of independently derived income estimates, it has
been determined that income earned from wages or
salaries is much better reported than other sources of
income, and is nearly equal to independent estimates of
aggregate income.

The various sources for which income is reported are
defined as follows:

Money wages or salary is total money earnings received
for work performed as an employee during the income
year. It includes wages, salary, Armed Forces pay,
commissions, tips, piece-rate payments, and cash bonuses
earned, before deductions were made for taxes, bonds,
pensions, union dues, etc.

Net income from nonfarm self-employment is the net
money incomo (gross receipts minus expenses) from
one's own business, professional enterprise, or partner-
ship. Gross receipts include the value of all goods sold
and services rendered. Expenses include costs of goods
purchased, rent, heat, light, power, depreciation charges,
wages and salaries paid, business taxes (not personal
income taxes), etc. In general, inventory changes were
considered in determining net income; replies based on
income tax returns or other official records do reflect
inventory changes. However, when values of inventory
changes were not reported, net income figures exclu-
sive of inventory changes were accepted. The value of
saleable merchandise consumed by the proprietors of
retail stores is not included as part of net income.

Net income from farm self-employment is the net
money income (gross receipts minus operating expenses)
from the operation of a farm by a person on her own
account, as an owner, renter, or sharecropper. Gross
receipts include the value of all products sold, govern-
ment farm programs, money received from the rental of
farm equipment to others, and incidental receipts from
the sale of wood, sand, grave!, etc. Operating expanses
include cost of feed, fertilizer, seed, end other farming
supplies, cash wages paid to farmhands, depreciatic
charges, cash rent, interest on farm mortgages, farm
building repairs, farm taxes (not State and Federal
personal income taxes), etc. The value of fuel, feJd, or
other farm products used for family living is not included
as part of net income. In general, inventory changes
were considered in determining net income only when
they were accounted for in replies based or 'ncome tax
returns or other official records which reflect inventory
changes; otherwise inventory changes were n ot taken
into ,tccount.

Social Security includes Social Security pensions
survivors' ber afits, and permanent disability insurance
payments made by the Social Security Administration
prior to deductions for medical insurance and Railroad
Retirement insurance checks from the U.S. Govern-
ment. Medicare reimbursements are not included.

Supplemental Security income includes payments made
by Federal, State, and local welfare agencies to low-
income persons who are (1) aged (65 years old or over),
(2) blind, or (0) disabled.

1-1
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Public assistance or welfare payments include public
assistance payments, such as aid to families with depen-
dent children and general assistance.

Dividends, interest (on savings or other investments
which pay interest), income from estates or trusts, net
rental income, or royalties include dividends from stock-
holdings or membership in associations, interest on
savings or Er-. type of investment which pays interest,
periodic receipts from estates or trust funds, net income
from rental of a house, store, or other property to others,
receipts from boarders or lodgers, and net royalties.

Unemployment compensation, veterans' payments, or
worker's compensation include (1 unemployment com-
pensation received from government unemployment
insurance agencies or private companies during periods
of unemployment and any strike benefits received from
union funds; :2) money paid periodically by the Veterans
Administration to disabled members of the Armed Forces
or to survivors of deceased veterans, subsistence allow-
an 'es paid to veterans for education and on-the-job
training, as well as so-called "refunds" paid to ex-
service personnel as GI insurance premiums; and (3)
worker's compensation receivqd periodically from pub-
lic or private insurance companies for injuries incurred
at work. The cost of this insurance must have been paid
by the employer and not by the person.

Private and government employee pensions include (1)
private pensions or retirement benefits paid to a retired
person or her survivors by a former employer or by a
union, either directly or through an insurance company
and (2) government employee pensions received from
retirement pensions paid by Federal, State, county, or
other g iernmental agencies to former empbyees (including
members of the Armed Forces) or their survivors.

Annuities, child support, alimony, regular contributions
from persons not living in the household, and other
periodic income include (1) periodic receipts from annu-
ities or insurance; (2) child support and alimony, (3)
cord, ibutions received periodically from persons not
living in the household; (4) other periodic income such
as military family allotments, net gambling winnings, and
other kinds of periodic income other than earnings.

Government transfer payments include Social Security
or railroad retirement, public assistance or welfare pay-
ments, Supplemental Security income, retirement and
annuities, veterans' payments, and unemployment and
worker's compensations.

Receipts not counted as Income. Receipts from the
following sources were not included as income: (1)
money received from the sale of property, such as
stocks, bonds, a house, or a car (unless the person was
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engaged in the business of selling such property, in
which case the net proceeds would be counted as
income from self-employment); (2) withdrawals of bank
deposits; (3) money borrowed; (4) tax refunds; (5) gifts;
and (6) lump-sum inheritances or insurance payments.

All sources of income may be cznbined into two
major types: total money earnings, the algebraic sum of
money wages or salary and net income from farm and
nonfarm self-employment, and int.ome other than earn-
ings, the algebraic sum of all sources of money income
except wages and salaries and income from self-employment.

Total money Income. This is defined as the algebraic
sum of money wages and salaries, net income from
self-employment, and incnme other than earnings. The
total income of a family is the algebraic sum of the
amounts received by all in .ome recipients in the family.

The income table for families includes in the lowest
income group (under $2,000) those who were classified
as having no income in the income year and those
reporting a loss in net income from farm and nonfarm
self-employment or in rental income. Some of these
were living on income "in-kind," savings, or gifts; or
were newly constituted families, cr families in which the
sole earner had recently died or had left the household.
However, other families who reported no income prob-
ably had some coney income which was not recorded
in the survey.

Median Income. The median incorn:. is the amount
which divides the distribCion into two equal groups, one
having incomes above the median, and the other having
incomes below the median. The medians for families
are based on all families. The medians for women are
based on women with income, unlest, other wise indi-
cated

Mean Income. The mean income is the amount obtained
by dividing the total income of a group by the number of
units in that group. The means for families are based on
all families. The means for women are based on women
with income, unless otherwise indicated.

Income per family member. Income per family mem-
ber is the mean income computed for every woman,
man, and child in a particular family grouping. It is
derived by dividing the total income of a particular family
group by the total population in that group.

Computation of constant dollar means. The adjust-
mont for price change was made by converting the
mean incomes for women for the years 1979, 1981, and
1983 into 1985 dollars on the basis of the change in the
Consumer Price Index. The indices used to make the
constant dollar conversions are shown in table A-1.

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is an index designed
to measure changes in family purchasing power. While
the CPI is a good measure of the changes in prices paid
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Table A-1. Consumer Price !ndex (CPI): 1977-85
(1977 = i00)

Year CPI Year CPI

1977 . 100 0 1982. 159 3
1978 107 7 1983 .. 164 ,,
1979 .. . . 119 8 1984. 171 4
1980 .. 136.0 1985 . 177 5
1981... . 150 1

Source' Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Stat sties

by the average family represented in the index (urban
consumers), it is not necessarily a good measure of the
changes in prices faced by consumer: of different
characteristics and income levels. These limitations
should be noted when comparing income figures adjusted
to constant dollars using the CPI since the same index
was uQed for all women and al', income levels.

Underreporting. As io most household surveys, the
estimates of the number of money income reL dents
and the total amount of money income derived from the
March CPS ore somewhat less than comparable esti-
mates derived from independent sources, such as the
Bureau of Economic Analysis, Social Security Adminis-
tration, and Veterans Administration. The difference
bMween the survey estimate and the independent
estimate is generally termed "underreporting." Under-
reporting tends to be more pronounced for income
sources such as public assistance and welfare, unem-
plo, ment compensation, and property moo' ; ? (interest,
dividends, and net rental income). Estimates of income
from wages and salaries tend to have less underreport-
ing than most income types.

Poverty definition. Families and unrelated individuals
are classified as being above or below the poverty level
using the poverty index originated at the Sccial Security
Administration in 1964 and revised by Federal Intera-
gency Committees in 1969 and 1981. The poverty index
is based solely on money income and does not reflect
the fact that many low-income persons receive noncash
benefits such as food stamps, Medicaid, and public
housing. The index is based on the Department of
A culture's 1961 economy food plan and reflects the
different consumption requirements of families based
on their size and composition. It was Aetermined from
the Department of Agriculture's 1955 survey of food
-onsumption that families of three or more persons
spend approximately one-third of their income on food;
the poverty level for these families was, therefore, set at
three times the cost of the economy food plan. Fco
small families and persons living alone, the cost of the
economy food plan was multiplied by factors that were
slightly higher in order to compensate or the relatively
larger fixed expenses of these smaller households. The
poverty thresholds are updated every year to reflect
changes in the Consumer Price Index (CPI). The aver-
age poverty threshold for a family of four was $10,989 in
1985. Weighted average poverty thresholds by size of
family are 5' own in table A-2. For further details, see
Current Population Reports, Series P-60, No. 158.

Weighted average thresholds at the poverty level.
As shown in table A-2, the poverty cutoffs used by the
Bureau of the Census to determine the poverty status of
families and unrelated individuals consist of a set of 48
thresholds arranged in a two-dimensional matrix con-
sisting of family size (from one person, i.e. unrelated
individuals, to nine or more persons) cross-classified by

Table A-2. Poverty Th 'esholds in 1985, by Size of Family and Number of Related Children Under
18 Years Old

Size of family unit

Weighted
average
thresh-

olc's

Related children under 18 years

. Doe One Two Three Four Five Six Seven
Eight or

more

One person (unrelated
individual) $ 5,469
Under 65 years . 5,593 $ 5,593
65 years ar...1 ever 5,156 5,156

Two persons 6,998
Householder under 65 years 7,231 7,196 4, 7,410
Householder 65 years and
aver . 6,503 6,498 7,382

Three persons 8,573 8,410 8,654 $ 8,662
Four persons . 10,989 11,089 I 11,270 10,903 $10,941
Five persons . . 13,007 13,373 13,567 13,152 12,830 $12,634
Si, Iersons . 14,696 15,381 15,442 15,124 14,819 14,365 $14,097
Seven rersons 16,6L6 t 7,6;ii 17,808 17,428 17,162 16,667 16,090 $15,457
Eight parsons .. . 18,512 19,794 19,969 19,609 19,294 18,847 18,290 17,690 $17,540
Nine persons or more 22,083 23,811 23,926 23,608 23,341 22,902 22,298 21,753 21,617 $20,785

R"



presence and number of family members under 18
years old (from no children present to eight or more
children presenv. Unrelated individuals and two-person
families are further differentiated by the age of the
individual or family householder (under 65 years and 65
years ant over). The total family income of each family
in the sample is tested against the appropriate dollar
threshold to determine the poverty status of that family.
If the family's total income is less than its corresponding
cutoff, the family is classified as below the poverty level.
The average thresholds shown in table A-2 were weighted
by the presence and number of ch,ldren. For a given
size of family, the weighted average threshold for that
group is obtained by multiplying the threshold for each
presence and number of children category within the
given family size by +he number of families in that
category. These products are then aggregated across
the entire range of presence and number of children
categories, and the total aggregate is divided by the
total number of families in the group to yield the
weighted average threshold at the poverty level for that
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size family. Because family composition does not remain
constant from year to year, the weighted average thresh-
olds for 1985 will not reflect, identically, the change in
the CPI between 1985 ar d earlier years.

EXPLANATION OF TEXT AND TABLE
CONVENTIONS

Rounding. Percentages are rounded to the nearest
tenth of a percent; therefore, the percentages in a
distribution do not always add to exactly 100.0 percemt.
The totals, however, are always shown as 100.0. More-
over, individual figures are rounded to the nearest
thousand without being adjusted to group totals, which
are independently rounded; percentages are hased on
the unrounded nunt.cm.

Symbols. A dash () represents or rounds to zero.
The symhol T" means that the base for the derived
figure is less than 75,000. An ''X" means not applicable.
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Appendix B. Source and Reliability of Estimates

SOURCE OF DATA

The estimates of child support and alimony for this
report, come from data obtained in March and April of
years 1978 through 1986 from the Current Population
Survey (CPS) and from supplementary questions to the
CPS. The CPS, conoucted monthly by the Bureau of tht,
Census, deals mainly wit.1 labo, force data for the
civilian noninstitutional population. The present CPS
sample, selected from the 1980 census files, has cov-
erage in all 50 States anr, the District of Columbia. The
sample households are in 729 areas including 1,973
counties, independent cities, and minor civil divisions.
The Census Bureau continually updates the sample to
reflect new construction.

In the March sample, approximately 59,500 occupied
households were eligible for interview. Interviews were
not obtained from about 2,500 of these households
because occupants were not tound at home after
repeated calls or were unavailable for some other
reason.

Description of the Cwrent Population Survey

Time period
Sample

areas

Housing units
eligible'

inter-
viewed

Not inter-
viewed

1986 ... 729 !,7,000 2,600
1985 ... . . 2629/729 57,000 2,500
1982 to 1984. . 629 59,000 2,500
1980 to 1981 . 629 65,500 3,000
1978 to 1979 .. 614 55,000 3,000

Excludes about 2,500 Hispanic households added from the
previous November sample

2The CPS was redesigned following the 1930 Census of Pc ela-

tion and Housing. During phase-in of the new design, housing ands
from thP, new and old desiq : ;s were in the sample

Interviewers ask each member of every sample house-
hold questions relating to labor force participation. In
addition, in March, interviewers asked supplementary
questions about income. About 42,200 of the house-
holds interviewed in March were interviewed again in
April. Women 18 years of age and older in these
households were asked supplemental questions regard-
ing child support and alimony payments. a the 4'3,091'

women found eligible in March, 37,671 matched women
interviewed in April. Child support and alimony informa-
tion was imputed for the other 5,420 women. Table B-1
gives the sample sizes and imputation rates by marital
status.

Estimation procedure. This survey's estimation proce-
dure inflates weighted sample results to independent
estimates of the civilian noninstitutional population of
the United States by age, sex, race, and Hispanic/non-
1{,oanic categories. The independent estimates were
based on statistics from decennial censuses of popula-
tion; statistics on births, deaths, immigration, and emi-
gration; and statistics on strength of the Armed Forces.
The independent population estimates used for 1980
(March 1981 CPS) to present were based on updates to
controls established by the 1980 decennia', census.
Data previous to 1980 we;e based on independent
population estimates from the most recent decennia!
census. For more details on the change in independent
estimates, see the section entitled "Introduction of 1980
Census Population Controls" in an earlier report (Series
P-60, No. 13...,. The estimatiol procedure for the March
supplement included a further adjustment so husband
and wife of a household i ',caved the same weight.

Estimates in this report from 1984 to the present
employ d revised survey weighting procedure for per-
sons of Hispanic origin. In previous years, weighted
sample results were inflated to independent estimates
of the noninstitutional population by age, sex, and race.
There was no specific control of the survey estimates
for the Hispanic population. Since then, the Bureau of
the Census developed independent population controls
for the Hilpanic population by sex and detailed age
groups. Revised weighting procedures incorpo '0 these
new controls. In 1984 the new procedures resulted in an
increase of about 11 percent in the Hispanic population
estimate. The independent population estimates include
some, but no all, illegal immigrants.

RELIABILITY OF ESTIMA% S

Since the CPS estimates come from a sam-le, they
may differ from figures from a complete census using
the Same questionnaires, instructions, and enumera-

tors. A sample survey estimate has two possiblo types
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of error: sampling and nonsampling. The accuracy of an
estimate depends on both types of error, but the full
extent o the nonsampling error is unknown. Conse-
quently, one should be particularly careful when inter-
preting results based on a relatively small number of
cases or on small diffe, ences between estimates. The
standard errors for CPS estimates primarily indicate the
magnitude of sampling error. They also partially mea-
sure the effect of some nonsampling errors in responses
and enumeration, but do not measure systematic biases
in the data. (Bias is the average over all possible
samples of the differences between the sample esti-
mates ar.d the desired value.)

Nonsampling variability. Nonsampling errors can be
attributed to many sources. These sources include the
inability to obtain information about all cases in the
sample, definitional difficulties, differences in the inter-
pretation of questions, respondents' inability or unwill-
ingness to provide correct information or to recall infor-
mation, errors made in data collection such as in
recording or coding the data, errors made in processing
the data, errors made in estimating values for missing
data, and failure to represent all units with the sample
(undercoverage).

CPS undercoverage results from missed housing
units and missed persons within sample households.
Compared with the level of the 1980 decennial oensur,,
overall CPS undercoverage is about 7 percent. CPS
undercoverage varies with age, sex, and race. Gener-
ally, undercoverage is larger for males than for females
and larger for Blacks and other races coinbined than for
Whites. As described previously, ratio estimation to
independent age- sex -,ace- Hispanic population controls
partially corrects for the bias due to undercoverage.
However, oiases exist in the estimates t.) the extent that
missed persons in missed househt Ids or missed per-
sons it interviewed households have different charac-
telstics from those of interviewed persons in the same
age-sex-race-Hispanic group. Furthermore, the inderri-
dent population controls have not been adjusted for
undercoverage in the 1980 census

In these tabulations, the nonsampling err due to
imputing values for missing data may be particularly
severe because the imputation rates fnr divorced and
.eparated women are over 20 percent. Intended to
reduce nonsampling error due to missing data, imputa-
tion procedures lose some of their effectiveness who.'
the rate is so high. Use pa ticular care when interpreting
the data in these tabulations.

Based on the memory or knowledge of one person,
usually the female householder, the questionnaire entries
for income are usually underestimated. Ti' 3 tendency is

Table B-1. Sample Sizes and imputation Rates

Marital status SSample
size

Imputed
cases Ratea

'otal 43,091 5,420 12.6
Mamed or widowed .... 30,536 3,197 10.5
Divorced 3,717 844 22.7
Separated 1,149 324 28.2
Never married 7,689 1,055 13.7

to forget minor or irregular sources of income. Other
errors of reporting are due to misrepresentation or to
misunderstanding the income concept. See also the
section entitled "Underreporting of Income" of an ear-
lier report (Series P-60, No. 129).

For additional information on nonsampling error includ-
ing the possible impact on CPS data when 4,nown, refer
to Statistical Policy Working Paper 3, An Error Profile:
Employment as Measured by the Current Population
Survey, Office of Federal Statistical Policy and Stan-
dards, U.S. Department of Commerce, 1978; and Tech-
nical Paper 40, The Current Population Survey: Design
and Methodology, Bureau of the Census, U.S. Depart-
ment of -,mmerce.

Samplini variability. Sampling variability is variation
that occurred by chance because a sample was sur-
veyed rather than the entire population. Standard errors,
as calculated by methods described later in "Standard
Er ors and Their Use," are primarily measures of sam-
pling variability, although they may include some non-
sampling error. The sample estimate and its standard
error enable one to construct a confidence interval, a
range that %Quid a iclude the average result of all
possible samples with a known probability. For example,
if All possible samples were surveyed under essentially
the same general conditions and using the same sam-
ple design, and if an estimate and its standard error
were calculated from each sample, then approximately
90 percent of the intervals from 1.6 standard errors
be:ow the estimate to 1.6 standa-d errors above the
estimate would include the average result of all possible
samples.

A particular cor Jence interval may cr may not
contain the average estimate derived from all possible
sa,nples. However, one can say with specified confi-
dence that the interval includes the average estimate
calculated frcm all possible samples.

Some statements in the report may contain estimates
followed by a number in parentheses. This number can
be added to and subtracted tom the estimate to
calculate upper and lower bounds of the 90 percent
confidence interval. For example, if a statement con-
tains the phrase "grew by 1.7 percent (1.0)," the 90
percent confidence interval for the estimate, 1.7 per-
cent, is 0.7 percent to 2.7 percent.

Standard errors msy also be used to perform hypoth-
esis testing, a procedure for distinguishing between
population parameters using sample estimates. The

7
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most common type of hypothesis appearing in this
report is that the population parameters are different. An
example of this would be comparing the poverty rate for
Black families to the poverty rate fc,r White families.

Test, may be performed at various levels of signifi-
cance, where P -ignificance level is the probability of
concluding chat the characteristics are different when, in
fact, they are the same. All statements of comparison in
the text nave passed a hypothesis test at the 0.10 level
of significance or better. This means that the absolute
value of the estimated difference between characteris-
tics is greater than or equal to 1.6 times the standard
error of the difference.

Comparability of data. Data obtained from the CPS
and Aner sources are not entirely comparable. This
results from differences in interviewer training and expe-
rience and in differing survey processes. This :s an
example of 1.:Insampling variability not reflected in the
standard errors. "therefore, one should tree caution
when comparing results from different sources.

Caution should also be used when comparing esti-
mates in this report, which reflect 1980 census-based
population controls, with estimates fur 1979 (from March
1980 CPS) and earlier years, which reflect 1970 census-
based population controls. This change in population
controls had relatively little impact on summary mea-
sures such -Is means, medians, and percent dist, ibu-
tons, but did have a jnificant impact on levels. For
example, use of 1980 based population controls results
in about a 2-percent increase in the civilian noninstitu-
tional population and in the number of families and
nousenords. Thus, estimates of levels for data collected
in 1981 and later years will differ from those for earlier
years by more than what could be attributed to actual
changes in the population. These differences could be
disproportionately greater for certain subpopulation groups
than for the total population.

Since no independent populejon control totals for
persons of Hispanic origin vere used before 1983,
compare Hispanic estimates over time cautiously.

Note when using small estimates. Summary mea-
su-os (such as medians and percent distributions) are
shown only when the base is 75.000 or greater. Because
of the large stands f errors involved, summary mea-
sures would probo,ly not reveal useful information
when computed on a smaller base. However, estimated
numbers are shown even though the relat! la standard
errors of these numbers are larger than those for
corresponding percentages. These smaller estimates
permit combinations of the categories to suit data users'
needs. Take care in the interpretation of small differ-
ences. For instance, even a small amount of nonsam-
pling error can cause a borderline difference to appear
significant or not, thus distorting a seemingly valid
hypothesis test.

Standard errors and their use. A number of approxi-
mations are required tc derive, at a moderate cost,
standard errors applicable to many estimates. Instead
of providing an individua! standout error for each esti-
mate, generalized sets of standard errors are provided
for various types of characteristics. Thus, the tables
show levels of magnitude of standard errors rather than
the precise standard errors. The figures presented in
tables B-2 and B-3 are approximations to the standard
errors of various estimates for women. To obtain the
approximate standard error for a specific characteristic,
multiply the appropriate standard error in tables B-2 and
B-3 by the factor for that characteristic given in table
B-4. These factors adjust the generalize i standard
errors for the combined effect of the sample design and
the estimating procedure on the value of the character-
istic.

Use linear interpolation to approximate standard errors
for intermediate values not shown in the generalized
tables of standard errors.

Two parameters, a and b, can be used to calculate
standard errors for each type of characteristic; they are
presented in table B-4. These parameters were used to
calculate the standard errors in tables B-2 and B-3 and
to calculate the factors in table B-4. They also may be
used directly to calculate the standard errors for esti-
mated numbers and percentages. The following sec-
tions give methods for computation of standard errors.

Standard errors of estimated numbers. Tnere are
two ways to compute the approximate standard error,
sx, of an estimated number shown in this report. The first
uses the formula

Sx ='s (1)

where f is a factor from table B-4 and s is the standard
error of the estimate obtained by interpolation from
table B-2. The secor 1 method uses formula (2), from

Table B-2. Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers
(Numbers in thousands)

S.ze of estimate
Standard

error
Size of

estimate
Standard

Error

10.. 5 6,000 125
75..... .. . 14 7,000 134
250. 26 8,000 142
500. . . 37 9,000 150
1,000 52 10,000 157
2,000. . 74 11,000 164
3,000 . . 90 12,000 170
4,000.. . 103 13,000 176
5,000 . 114 15,000 187

17,000 196

NOTE: Thei standard errors ,,i, e a calculated using a =
-0.000030 and b = 2,769. For a particula characteristic, see tab' i B-4
for the appropriate factor to ipply to the above standard errors.

73
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Table B-3. Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages

Base of estimated percentage (thousands)
Estimated percentage

2 or 98 5 or 95 10 or 9n 25 or 75 50

75.. 2.7 4.2 5.8 8 3 9.6200 ..... ...... 1.7 2.6 3 5 5 1 5.9300. . 14 21 29 42 4.8400 ... 1.2 18 25 36 4.2500 . 1 0 1 6 2.2 3.2 3.7600 .. 1 0 1.5 2 0 2.9 3.4800.. ..... . . 08 13 18 26 2.91,000 0.7 1 2 1.6 2 3 2.61,200. 0 7 1.1 1 4 L.1 2.41,500. 0.6 0 9 1.3 1.9 2.22,000. ..... 0.5 08 11 16 1.93,000... ........ 0 4 0 7 0.9 1.3 1.54,000. 0 4 0.6 0.8 1.1 1.35,000. 0 3 0.5 0 7 1.0 1.210,000 .. 02 04 0.5 07 0.815,000 . 0.2 0.3 0 4 0.6 0.717,000 . . ....... 0.2 0.3 0.4 0 6 0.6

NOTE. These standard errors were calculated using )) = 2,763. For a partivAar charactensbc, see table B-4 for the appropnate factor to apply
to the above standard errors

which the standard errors were calculated in table B-2.
This formula will provide more -lcurate results than
formula (1).

S, = Vax2+ bx (2!

Here x is the size cf the estimate and a and b are the
parameters in table B-4 associated with the particular
type of characteristic. When calculating standard errors
for numbers from cross-tabulations involving aifferent
characteristics, use the factor or set of parameters for
the characteristic which will give the largest standard
error.

Illustration of the computation of the standard error
of an estimated number. Table 1 of this report shows
there were 5,396,000 women with child support pay-
ments agreed to or awarded in 1985. Using formula (1),
table B-2 and the appropriate factor firm table B-4, tile
approximate standard error is 1.47 x 118,000 = 173,460.

Using the second method with a = -0.000066 and
b = 5,972 from table B-4, the approximate standard
error is:

V (-0.000066)(5,396,000)1 + (5,972)(5,396,000) = 174,000

The 90-percent confidence interval for the number of
women with child support payments agreed to or awarded
is from 5,118,000 to 5,674,000, i.e., 5,396,000 ±, (1.6 x
174,000). A conclusion that the average estimate derived
from all possible samples li s within a range computed
in this way would be correct for roughly 90 percent of nil
possible samples.

Standivd errors of estimated percentages. The reli-
ability of an estimated percentage, computed using
sample data for both numerator and denominator, depends
on both the size of the percenta.ge and the base of the
percentage. Estimeted perce^.1ages are relatively more
reliable than the corresponding estimates of the numer-
ators of the percentages, particularly if the percentages
are 50 percent or more. When th . numerator and
denominator of the percentage are in different catego-
ries, e the factor or parameter from table B-4 indi-
cateo by the numerator.

The approximate standard error, sx,p, of an estimated
percentage can be obtained by use of the formula

S(x,p) = fs (3)

In this formula, f is the appropriate factor from table
B-4, ario s is the standard error of the estimate obtained
by interpolation from table B-3. Alternatively, formula (4)
will provide more accurate iesults than formula (3)
above.

S,x.p) = -x p (100-p)
(4)

Here x is the total number of pemons, families,
households, or unrelated individuals which is the base
of the percentage, p is the percentage (0 < p < 100),
and b is the parameter in table B-4 associated with the
characteristic in the numerator of the percentage.

Illustration of tne computation of the standard error
of a percentage. Table 1 of this report shows that of
the 4,3811100 women due child support payments in
1985, 3,243,060 or 74.0 percent, of the women actually



71

received payment. Using formula (3), table B-3 and the
appropriate factor from table B-4, the approximate
standard error is 1.47x1.1 = 1.6.

Usiiig the alternate method with b = 5,972 from table
B-4, the approximate standard error is

5,972
4,381,000

(74)(.26) = 1.6

This means the 90-percent confidence interval for
the percentage of women who actually received pay-
ment is from 71.4 to 76.6 percent, i.e., 74.0 ± (1.6x1.6).

Standard error of a difference. The standard error
formula of the difference between two sample estimates
is approximately equal to

(' = VS2 + S2')(x-y) x y (5)

where sx and sy are the standard error., of the
estimates, x and y. The estimates can be numbers,
percents, ratios, etc. This will represent the actual
standard error quite accurately for the difference between
estimates of the same characteristic in two different

Table B-4. a and b Parameters and "f" factors for Cal
Numbers and Percentages

areas, or for the difference between separate and
uncorrelated characteristics in the same area. However,
if there is a high positive (negative) correlation between
the two characteristics, the formula will overestimate
(underestimate) the true standard error.

Illustration of the computation of the standard error
of a difference. Table 1 of thi^ report shows that in
1985, 68.5 percent of married women due child support
in 1985 (1,416,000) actually received payments, whereas
75.1 percent of divorced women due payments (2,179,000)
actually received child support. The apparent difference
in the percentages between these two groups of women
is 6.6 percent. Using b = 5,972 from table B-4 in
formula (4), the standard error, sx on the 68.5 percent
estimate is approximately 3 percent, and the standard
error, sy on the 75.1 percent estimate is approximately
2.3 percent. Using formula (5), the standard error of the
estimated difference of 6.6 percent is about

sx.y = V(3.0)2 + (2.3!2 = 3.8 percent

The 90-percent confidence interval around the differ-
ence is from 0.5 to 12.7 percent, i.e., 6.6 ± (1.6x3.8).

culating Approximate Standard Errors of Estimated

Characteristic
Parameter

f
factxa b

INCOME

Women.
Total or White -0 000030 2,769 1.00

Black.. -0 000243 3,165 1 07

Hispanic .. . -0.000839 5,334 1.39

Women below the poverty level
Total or White . ... -0 000141 12,834 2.15

Black . .... -0.000985 12,834 2.15
Hispanic -0 003404 21,62' 2.79

Families.
Total or White . -0 000028 2,527 0.96
Black .. . . . . -0.000212 2,755 1.00

Hispanic -0 000731 4,643 1 29

NONINCOME

Number of women with dependent children whose fathers are absent,

Marital status
Total or White . .. .. -0.000066 5,972 1 47

Black.. .. -0 000658 8,566 1 76

Hispanic . . .. .... -0.002272 14,436 2.28

Selectee -tharactenstics of women:
Educe.. n . . . -0 000034 3,075 1 05

Employment . . -0.000025 9,994 0 91

Unemployment .. . . .. -0.000032 2,934 1 03

Selected characteristics of families:
tenure -0.000026 2,365 0 92

NOTES' To obtain standard error parameters Ly residence, multiply the above parameters by a factor of 1.0 for metropolitan residence, 1.5 for
nonmetropolitan residence, 0.75 for Northeast; 0 92 to' Midwest, 1 03 for South, 1.07 for West women of Hispanic origin may be of any rec..

75



72

Since this interval does not include zero, vie can con-
clude with 90 percent confidence that the percentage of
married women actually receiving child support pay-
ments is less than the percentage of divorced women
actually receiving child support payments.

Standard error of a median. The sampling variability
of an estimated median depends on the form of the
distribution and the size of the base. One can approxi-
mate the reliability of an estimated median by determin-
ing a confidence interval about it. (See the section nn
sampling variability for a genere, discussion of confi-
dence intervals.)

Estimate the 68-percent confidence limits of a median
based on sample data using the following procedure.

1. Determine, using formula (4), the standard error of
the estimate of 50 percent from the distribution.

2. Add to and subtract from 50 percent the standard
error determried in step (1).

3. Using the distribution of the characteristic, deter-
mine upper and lower limits of the 68-percent
conkience interval by calculating va.ues correspond-
ing to the two points established in step (2).

e the following formula to calculate the upper
and lower limits.

XPN
pN - N1

ApN- N2 N1 lA2 A1) + Al
(6)

where

XPN = estimated upper and lower bounds for
the confidence interval (0 < p < 1).
For purposes of calculatirly the confi-
dence interval, p takes on the values
determined in step (2). Note that XPN
estimates the median when p = 0.50.
for distribution of numbers: the total
number of units (persons, households,
etc.) for the characteristic in the distri-
bution;

= for distribution of percents: the value
1.0.

p = tl a values obtained in step (2).
Al. A2 = the lower and upper bounds, respec-

tively, of the interval containing xpN.
N1, N2 = for distribution of numbers: the esti-

mated number of units (persons,
households, etc.) with values of the
characteristic greater than or equal to
Al and A2, respectively;

= for distribution of percents the esti-
mated percent of units (persons,
households, etc.) having values of the
characteristic greater than or eqi al to
Al and A2, respectively.

4. Divide the difference between the two points deter-
mined in step (3) by two to obtain the standard error
of the median.

Illustration of the computation of a confidence
interval for a median. Table 1 of this report shows that
the median income in 1985 for all women with Lhildren
from atsent fathers with income is $9,024 on a base of
8,375,000 women.

1. Using formula (4), the standard error of 50 percent
on a base of 8,375,000 is about 0.9 percentage
points.

2. To obtain a 68-percent confidence interval on the
astimated median, add to and subtract from E.0
percent the standard error found in step (1). This
yields limits of 49.1 and 50.9.

3. From table 1, the income of 4,482,000 (53.5 per-
cent) of these women was at least $8,000 and the
income of 3,906,000 (46.6 percent) of thesewomen
was at least $10,000. Using fo, ila (6), the lower
limit on the estimate is found to be about

4,482,000 - ( 509)(8,375,000)
(10,000 - 8,000) + 8,000 = 8,761

4,482,000 - 3,906,000

Similarly, the upper limit is found by linear inter-
polation to be about

4,482,000 - ( 491)(8,375,000)
(10,000 - 8,000) + 8,000 = 9,284

4,482,000 - 3,906,000

Thus the 58-percent confidence interval on the
median income of all women with income in 1985 is
from $8,761 to $9,284.

4. The standard error of the median is, therefore,
(9,284 8,761)/2, i.e. $262.

NOTE: Published standard errors are calculated by the
same method as above. However, a different standard
error may be obtained because of rounding errors, e.g.,
for the above illustration, table 1 gives a standard error
of $264.
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Standard error of a mean for grouped data. T"3
formula used to estimate the standard error of a mean -2 =DO;
for grouped data is I-1

S = Vb/y S2
(7)

In this formula, y is the size of the base of the
distribution and b is a parameter from table B-4. The
variance, S2, is given by the following formula:

52 = pig- 7
= 1

(8)

where x, the mean of the distribution, is estimated by

(9)

c = the number of groups; i indicates a specific
group, thus taking on values 1 through c.

P, = the estimated proportion of households,
families or persons whose values, for the
characteristic (x-values) being considered, fall
in group i.

= (Zr1 + Z1)/2 where Zr1 and Z, are the lower
and upper interval boundaries, respectively,
for group i.
is assumed to be the most representative
value for the characteristic for households,
families, and unrelated individuals or persons
in group i. Group c is open-ended, i.e., no
L oer interval boundary exists. For this group
the approximate average value is

3 ..,
X = -2 Lc.1

(10)
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Appendix C. Facsimile of April 1986 CPS Questionnaire
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WHO S HELPING OUT?

=

WHO'S BEING HELPED?

What are the odds of providing fint.ncial
support for another adult outside the
household? For a child? For both?

How does marital disruption affect the
likelihood of providing support?

What is the ratio of the retirement-age
population to the working-age
population? What will the ratio be
in 2010? In 2030?

Which group of persons made the
highest support payments? How much
were the payments?
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This is nne of a seri( s of reports
from the Survey of Income and
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data on specific policy-related
issues. Order your ..lopy of this
P-70, No. 13 report from the U.S.
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